A Secretary's Report to the Western Pennsylvania Numismatic 
Society Concerning the 1993 - 1994 Numismatic Year 


Already a year has past since I reflected upon my observations as 
Secretary of the Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society. At that 
time I stated what I felt was three goals that the society should 


undertake for the betterment of the organization. 


Goal number one was the contention that "anyone giving a presentation 
to the membership should also present it in written form, not only 
for the benefit of the present members, but for the benefit of 


posterity". 


I am pleased to relate that this goal was almost universally accepted 
and one hundred per cent attained. However, it gained even more 
importance with the printing of the first W.P.N.S. journal by Society 
Editor, E. Tomlinson Fort, who gathered a grouping of club member 
presentations and bound them together in journal form to create 


the first of a series of W.P.N.S. journals. 


My second goal was to have the membership of W.P.N.S. "assist in 
fostering the wants, needs, and goals not only of our local 


organization, but also of the state and national numismatic 


organizations." At a time when shows and conventions of model 


trains, guns, baseball cards, jewelry, and antique collectibles 
seem to be in vogue, numismatics in general need a boost from its 
staunchest supporters - its collector fraternity. We should all 


work together to make the Pittsburgh area a strong numismatic center. 


My last goal was "that the organization might entertain the striking 
of a modern W.P.N.S. medal, perhaps in silver". Since that time 

a membership medal committee has been created consisting of Wayne 
Homren, Richard Gaetano, and Donald Carlucci. The thoughts of 
striking membership medals in both gold and silver metals have been 


discussed. Although no firm decisions have been made, initial 


correspondence between the minter, Silvertowne of Winchester, Indiana 
and the Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society have been completed. 
Further action will be in direct response to the wants, needs, and 


wishes of the membership. 


A special note must be made of the efforts that Past President Wayne 
Homren has made with the Historical Society of Western Pennsylvania 


in preserving the Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society's archives 


in a safe, climate controlled depository for the knowledge, 


enlightment, and perhaps even enjoyment that these numismatic 


recordings may give to future generations. 


Although no formal arrangements have been made, the preliminary 
ground work has been established. Again, this goal can only be 
completed in accordance with the wants, needs, and wishes of the 


membership. 


As I had stated one year before, these "comments and observations 


are my own and are only meant for the consideration of the society". 


Respectfully submitted, 


/ / ] : 
Vo Up: [blac 


Donald D. Carlucci 


Secretary 


MINUTES WPNS MAY, 1994 


On Tuesday evening, May 3, 1994, at 8:02 P.M., Vice President Edward 
Krivoniak, in the absence of President Gerald Porter, called the 
meeting to order. There were twenty members and one guest in 
attendance. The minutes of the April 5, 1994 meeting were read 

and corrected to read that one hundred copies of the Western 
Pennsylvania Numismatic Journal, edited by E. Tomlinson Fort, will 
be printed at a cost of Three Dollars Sixty-Seven Cents ($3.67) 


each, 


Treasurer, Harry Colburn gave the Treasurer's report for April, 


1994. The bank balance for the month of April, 1994 ended with 
a total of Three Thousand Four Hundred Ninety-Eight Dollars and 
Ninety-Three Cents ($3,498.93), of which Six Hundred Dollars 
($600.00) was in the Life Membership Fund. 


ALLEGHENY PROJECT 
Richard Gaetano stated that there was nothing new to report at this 


time. 


LIFE MEMBERSHIP MEDAL 
Donald Carlucci stated that there was nothing new to report at this 


time. 


MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
Lawrence Dziubek stated that there was nothing new to report at 


this time. 


CURATOR REPORT 

Curator, Wayne Homren reported that the group photographs that were 
taken of the 1991 membership were still available for Ten Dollars 
($10.00) each. 


NOMINATING COMMITTEE 


The nominating committee, comprised of Rodger Hershey, James 


Groninger and Theodore Shiff submitted a slate of officers for the 
upcoming Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society numismatic year. 


The slate, as is presently stands, is as follows: 


President Edward Krivoniak 
Vice President Donald Carlucci 
Secreatry Michael Homza 
Treasurer Harry Colborn 
* Wayne Homren 
It was stated that additional nominations will be accepted at the 


June meeting before the final vote is taken and tabulated. 


OLD BUSINESS 

Lawrence Dziubek reported that a total of four organization 
membership cards arrived from the Historical Society of Western 
Pennsylvania. Anyone wishing to use the Historical Society's 
facilities can contact either Lawrence Dziubek, Lawrence Korchnak, 


Michael Homza, or Theodore Shiff. 


E. Tomlinson Fort stated that the first Western Pennsylvania 
Numismatic Society Journals should be ready by June of 1994. Mr. 
Fort figures that fifty copies could be sold to club members of 

the original one hundred copies printed and that fifty copies could 
be sold to the numismatic public at large. Copies to the public 
would be sold at Eight Dollars ($8.00) each and an additional Dollar 
($1.00) for those copies that require postage. Treasurer Colborn 
was instructed to furnish a W.P.N.S. check to President Porter in 
the amount of Four Hundred Dollars ($400.00) to cover the costs 

of the journal printings. President Porter will then send the check 


to E. Tomlinson Fort so that the transaction can be completed. 


On the status of Richard H. Hayes as a corresponding member, it 
was decided that for the present time, he would remain as a 
corresponding member. Although E. Tomlinson Fort spoke of his 
personal integrity and academic acumen, it was decided by the 


membership to table the motion to make him a regular member. 


NEW BUSINESS 

Treasurer Harry Colborn reported on the Early American Coppers 
Convention that was held in Las Vegas from April 21 to April 24. 

The convention consisted of fifty-two (52) dealer tables at the 
bourse. The show featured educational programs that pertained to 
early cents, large date cents, half cents, and 1794 cents. There 
was a total of five show exhibits. The Early American Coppers 
Convention held a six hundred (600) lot auction that contained paper 


money, colonial coins and tokens, large cents and half cents. 


PROGRAM 


The program for the evening was entitled "Coins and Medals of the 


City and Province of Groningen", as presented by club member, James 


Groninger. 


The city of Groningen, located in northern Netherlands, is today 
a busy center of commerce and education and is the seat of 


government for the Province of Groningen. 


The recorded and the numismatic history of Groningen dates from 
1040. Coinage and minting were closely linked. Bernolphus, the 


Bishop of Utrecht, minted the first coins. 


In 1516 the city was being threatened by outside rulers so the city 
gave its allegiance to Charles V, Holy Roman Emperor, heir through 
his Burgunean line to the provinces now comprising Netherlands and 
Belgium, the King of Spain and the ruler of vast European and 

at. ose 


overseas lands. In 1555, he abducted the throne in favor of his 


BOn? Praia lip: Tis 


The Dutch and the Belgians alike grew restive. The growing tide 


of the Protestant Reformation clashed with the Catholic Church. 
Calvinism became the dominant force of religious thought in the 
late 1500's and early 1600's. 


The Dutch revolted against Spanish rule. After their independence 
they offered their allegiance to Queen Elizabeth I of England. 

Queen Elizabeth declined their offer. Then the Dutch offered their 
allegiance to the Protestant Henry IV of France, who also declined. 
Without a king and with only an unwieldly confederation, the Dutch 
nation of the United Provinces operated more like seven autonomous 
countries, held together by a common language, tradition and, most 
importantly, a common enemy - Spain. Out of this turmoil, a leader, 
William I (called William the silent) came to the fore in the revolt 


against Spanish rule. 


The wars between Protestants and Catholics continued to rage. [In 
the siege of 1672 the Catholic Army captured Coevorden on July 12, 
1672. The Catholic Army then focused on the city of Groningen. 

The defenders assembled behind Groningen's stout stone walls. The 
Catholic Army lobbed projectiles weighing three to four hundred 
(300-400) pounds each. Those projectiles did tremendous damage. 
However, the city stood and the siege was unsuccessful. This siege 
was commemorated in the Siege of 1672 Medallion. Numerous other 
medals were struck by the Protestant defenders commemorating this 


Victory. 


In the year 1040 A.D., the city coinage began. Today, any coins 
dating back to this time and through the Middle Ages are quite 
scarce. However, by the year 1474, the city of Groningen began 


issuing dated coinage. 


The Dutch people at the time could not read, write, or count. 
However, when the illiterate farmers would bring their crops, 
livestock, and goods to market, they would accept the circulating 


coins of the realm through an exotic bargaining system. 


This bartering of goods for currency worked well until 1694 when 


the city of Groningen closed its mint. 


The seventeenth century marked the golden age of the Netherlands. 
Not only were circulating coins minted, but also special pieces 
called raadstokens. These pieces were used to pay the city council 
members and the mayor. These tokens could bre exchanged for actual 


money for the payment of taxes, rents, and levies. 


As the mint closed in the late sixteen hundreds, the golden age 


of the Netherlands also came to an end. 


EXHIBITS 

After James Groninger's informative presentation, individual club 
members discussed and displayed a wide array of collector items 
that were brought to the meeting. These exhibits included coin 
collector magazines; bar cents; USA Revolutionary War button; coin 
catalogues; Presidential inaugural medals; store tokens; a copy 


of the June "Numismatist"™ with an article on J. S. G. Boggs written 


by Wayne Homren; referee's badge; silver and gold bullion pieces; 


Celtic Coins; World War I memorabilia; checks from Thomas Mellon 
& Sons bank; checks from Mellon National Bank signed by the son 
of Henry Clay Frick; postage stamps; coin books; and a Morgan 


designed medal of Ulysses Simpson Grant. 


MEETING ADJOURNMENT 
After the members discussed the individual exhibits that they had 


brought to the meeting, a motion to adjourn the meeting was made 


at 9:35 P.M. by John Burns and seconded by Rodger Hershey. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Donald D. CarlucGi 


Secretary 


The Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 


3.0. Box 23404, Pittsburgh, PA 15222-9998 


June 7, 1994 


Carnegie Group Offices, 
5 PPG Place 


7200 -P.M. ~“Meeting at 62:15. P.M. 


The May 3, 1994 meeting of W.P.N.S was attended by twenty members 
and one guest. 


The program for the evening of June 7, 1994 will be the "Annual 
Business Meeting". Among other things, it will feature the election 
of officers for the 1994-1995 numismatic year. A tentative slate 

of officers submitted by the nominating committee includes the 
following: 


President Edward Krivoniak 
Vice President Donald Carlucci 
Secretary Michael Homza 
Treasurer Harry Colborn 
Curator Wayne Homren 


It must be noted that additional nominations can be made from the 
Ligor., 


During the month of June the following Coin Shows will be held: 


e June 5 Highpoint Coin & Jewelry Show 
Ramada Inn 
Route 1 and Route 202 
Chadd's Ford, PA 


Coins & Jewelry Show 
Greentree Marriott Hotel 
101 Marriott Drive 
Greentree, PA 


Pittsburgh Collectible Show 
Castle Shannon Memorial Firehall 
Route 88 

Castle Shannon, PA 


Bethlehem Coin & Stamp Show 
Trolley Station Mall 

Route 191 

Bethlehem, PA 


— Founded 1878 — 


June 19 Coin, Stamp, & Jewelry Show 
Fire House 
Route 1 
Trevose, PA 


June 25 Red Rose Coin Club 
Farm & Home Center 
Arcadia Road 
Lancaster, PA 


We'll see you on Tuesday, June 7, 1994. Bring a friend! 
an exhibit! Be there! 
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James G. Groninger 
Western Pennsylvania 


Numismatic Society 
January 4, 1994 


GRONINGEN 


The city of Groningen, located in northern Netherlands, is 
today a busy center of commerce and education and is the seat of 
government for the Province of Groningen. To the east is the 
Federal Republic of Germany at the Em River, to the north, the 


North Sea, and to the west and south, the province of Friesland 


and Drenthe. Located at the northern tip of a range of low 


hills, the town was an early trading center reachable by easy 
land transportation from the south; later it became linked 
through a vast series of inland canals, harbors and waterways. 
The entire area is quite flat and lies at, near or below sea 
level. Farming is a principal industry in the countryside whose 
lush fields are regularly drained and separated by substantial 
river-sized ditches. 

The recorded and the numismatic history of Groningen dates 
from 1040, when the manor at Groninga was transferred to 
Bernolphus, Bishop of Utrecht, along with its immunities and 
privileges, including the coinage of money. Under Bernolphus’ 
authority and in his name, there were issued a number of types of 
early undated deniers of penning bearing the letter G to denote 
the striking for Groningen. During the early years of this 
millennium, the town grew to enjoy a degree of dominance over the 
surrounding area where the town exacted tolls and levies on the 
sale and movement of products and the making of beer and other 
commercial activities. In so doing, the city always acted with 


considerable independence and a minimum of outside control and 


interference. As trade increased with the North Sea and Baltic 


towns of the Hanseatic League, Groningen also prospered. But, 


along with prosperity and local dominance came strife, discord 


and warfare. In 1414, during a particularly bloody outburst the 
mayor and all of the town council members were murdered. 

The religious awakening of the Reformation left both a 
spiritual and a political impression upon the landscape of 
Europe, of which the Netherlands was a small but important part, 
of which Groningen was a small but important part. Christianity 
was the greatest civilizing factor in northern Europe, as manors 
grew into towns and then into cities, and learning, culture and 
prosperity graced its inhabitants, now productive farmers, 
artisans, seamen, and burgers. The established religious and 
political order was first challenged by itinerants who preached a 
simple obedience to God’s law but who actively opposed many 
established practices of the Church. Others followed the 
teachings of Martin Luther and chose or compromised on a form of 
church government similar to the Roman, but with great 
theological differences. In the Netherlands, however, the strict 
disciplines of John Calvin seemed best to fit the Dutch’s hard- 
working, prospering approach to life and religion. 

Charles V, Holy Roman Emperor, heir through his Burgunean 
line to the provinces now comprising Netherlands and Belgium, the 
King of Spain and the ruler of vast European and overseas lands, 
had been given the great responsibility of wielding great 
temporal might while protecting and advancing the interests of 


the one true Catholic, as he saw it, Church. Born in what is now 


Belgium and knowledgeable of the language, ways and customs of 
his subjects in the Low Countries, Charles V was zealous in his 
orthodoxy but pragmatic in his political judgment. The year 1555 
marked an abrupt change in relations of the crown and subjects, 
for in that year Charles V abdicated the throne in favor of his 
son, Philip II. Philip cared little for the ways of the Low 
Countries, he snubbed the nobles assembled to do him homage as 
the new king, did not speak the language and immediately returned 
to Spain where thereafter he would rule his empire. Whatever 
shortcomings Philip II had as a politician, he was ruthless in 


his pursuit of those whom he perceived in opposition to God and 


him. Thus, he unleashed upon the Low Countries the full might of 


the Spanish Inquisition. To these provinces he sent the Duke of 
Alva with 10,000 soldiers on a mission of repressing all 
opposition. Residents of whole towns were executed in murderous 
fashion, as the feared Duke executed the wrath of Philip II on 
his wayward subjects. 

Dutch and Belgian alike grew restive, then rebellious. 
Finally, in 1579 the seven northern provinces of Holland, 
Gelderland, Utrecht, Overijssel, Zeeland, Friesland and 
Groningen united in a confederation called the United 
Netherlands and threw off the rule of their Spanish overlord. 

The new independence was without precedent, and they groped along 
for leadership and direction. First, they offered their country 
to Elizabeth, Queen of England, who declined the offer; then they 
offered allegiance to the Protestant Henry IV of France, who also 


declined. Without a king and with only an unwieldly 


confederation, the Dutch nation of the United Provinces operated 
more like seven autonomous countries, held together by a common 
language, tradition and, most importantly, a common enemy - Spain. 
Its leader, called the statholder, was by custom elected by the 
assembly of a province acting somewhat independently. His role 
as the military leader with little other governmental power 
resembled that of George Washington in the days of the 
Continental Congress. 

Like bookends on the shelf of a priceless testament of 
history stood two statholders named William. William I (called 
William the silent) was an adroit leader who came to the fore in 
the revolt against Spanish rule. Under his leadership, the Dutch 


entered the Eighty Year’s War and, more importantly, the new 


independence of the Netherlands was followed by an unprecedented 


century of golden years - in exploration and foreign 
colonization, of abundant prosperity at home, with the Dutch 
masters of art, and in quantum advances in medicine and other 
sciences. On the modern side of the golden age stands William 
III, Prince of Orange, who later served with his wife, Mary, as 
ruler of England at the close of the Seventeenth Century. 

The golden age of the Netherlands in the Seventeenth 
Century is also the era of Groningen’s richest numismatic legacy. 
As a city, Groningen’s numismatic history began in 1040 or 
perhaps earlier, but with the formation of the United Netherlands 
a second parallel numismatic line for the province grew from 
centralizing effect of the fledgling union. Coinage for the 


province, referred to as Groningen en Ommelanden (Groningen and 


other lands) was struck in the provincial towns of Appingedam 


(1579-90), Gorinchem (1584-85), Culemborg (1589-91) and Groningen 


(1673-92), and in Harderwijk in Gelderland (1738-72). 


Of the earliest city coinage, much is lost to the ravages 
of time. With the advent of Christian year dating, we can more 
readily identify and categorize mint issues and thus fill in many 
blank aspects with some certainty and less conjecture. The first 
dated coins from Groningen appeared in 1474. Perhaps because of 
geographic isolation or perhaps from a perverse independence, 
early Groningen issues have a uniqueness that is surprising. Not 
found in contemporary coinage of other Dutch cities are the l 
Sstuiver Vlieger (depicting an owl - the "flier"), the 2 stuiver 
Jager (the "hunter"), the 4 stuiver Flabbe (the "fat" one), and 
the 8 stuiver Langrok, or Double Flabbe. One should note that 
the stuiver is sometimes a coin, but in this period it was a unit 
of silver weight usually about .095 grams of varying fineness by 
denomination. In some of the larger denominations, which were 
not unique to Groningen, there exists a 6 stuiver coin, the 
schelling (Groningen issued a Rijderschelling depicting a mounted 
armor-clad rider), a 28 stuiver Florijn and rare issues of the 
Rijksaalder and Halve Rijksdaalder. Mintage records of Groningen 
coins are not available, thus we can not compare their survival 
rates with coinage from other Dutch city and provincial mints. 

In general, the relative scarcity of coins from the city and 
province suggests lower mintages than those of the larger and 
wealthier cities and provinces. The city mint permanently closed 


in 1694, but the closure of the local mint did not end the city’s 


rich numismatic tradition. Proud of their town and province and 
eager to commemorate in medalic form noteworthy accomplishment, 


the Dutch in general and those from Groningen in particular have 


issued a stream of numerous medals in gold, silver and bronze, 


even to this day. 
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(1626-1627 
Rijderschelling 


Rijksdaalder 
(1598-1602, 
Florijn 
(1690-1692 
Langrok 
(1589-1597) 


Selected issues, 


Flabbe 
(1580-1604) 


Flabbe 
(1620-1649) 


Jager 
(1585-1589) 


Jager 
(1600-16272) 


Brabantse Stuiver 
(1599-1635) 
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Selected issues, cot'd 


CITY OF GRONINGEN 


Brabantse Oort Shee 
or Double Plak 
(1593-1649) 


Half Jager 
(1593-1597) 


Quarter Stuiver 


or Magermanneke 
(1578-1583) 


Duit 
(1577-1593) (1609-1623) 


Wapenstuiver 
(1690-1691) 


Silver Dukaat 
(1683) 


Dukaton or 
Silver Rijder 


(1682 ( 


Florijn 
(1673-1677) 


PROVINCE OF GRONINGEN 


SELECTED ISSUES, COT"D 


PROVINCE OF GRONINGEN 


Florijn (1692) 


Rijderschelling 
(1673-1677) 


Rijderschelling 
(1681-1691) 


Wapenstuiver 
(1681-1684) 


Bezemstuiver 
(113832 1765) 


Half Wapenstuiver 
(1682) 


; The Grote Markt (Main Square) 
in the 17th century. Detail of the 
Egbert Haubois plan. (The first version 
of this plan appeared in 1637. Here the 
third - altered and adapted - version 
dating from the 1660s has been 
reproduced, since as far as is known 
no copies of the first and second 
versions have been preserved. 
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; The Martinikerkhof (St Martin's 
Close) in the 17th century. Detail of 
the Haubois plan. 


THE SIEGE 


Siege is a normal part of war, and war is a normal part of 
economic and political life. After federating into the United 
Netherlands and fighting off Spanish rule of the Burgundian and 
Hapsburg lines for nearly a century, the seven northern provinces 
in 1672 faced a new threat from an old foe. To enforce a claim 
by marriage, Louis XIV mounted a campaign to annex the southern 
provinces, now Belgium, then called the Spanish Netherlands. 
Traditional allies, England and Sweden, gave tacit approval to 
the French move. Charles II of England, a Catholic restored to 


the throne in 1666, showed little familial concern for his 


Protestant nephew, William, Prince of Orange, heir to the 


position of statholder (sort of a governor general and military 
leader, whose succession required an affirmative vote of the 
senate of each independent-minded provincial assembly). William, 
then only 21, and by tradition not able to be considered until he 
came of age at 22, was barred by the terms of a humiliating peace 
with England made nearly 20 years before from ever being named 
statholder. Deprived by treaty of their hereditary leader, 
betrayed by allies, a prize for plunder by the cruel Spanish or 
the opportunistic French, the United Netherlands faced an ominous 
bleak future. Louis XIV sent forces into the middle provinces of 
the United Netherlands and he commissioned and heavily subsidized 
the armies of the bishops of Munster and Cologne, then under the 
leadership of Christolph Bernhard von Galen, bishop of Munster, 


and Wilhelm von Fuersterberg, assistant to the archbishop of 


Cologne. With some 8,000 troops in convoy and 5,000 more foot 
soldiers, the Catholic armies set out for the northern provinces 
in April. 

Even the powers of nature seemed to conspire against the 
Dutch. Usually cool and rainy, the summer of 1672 turned hot and 
dry. This favored the easy, rapid movement of large armies, 
free of the impediments of canals, ditches and wetlands. Karl 
Rabenhaupt, selected to lead the northern Dutch commandos 
defending the countryside, faced an almost overwhelming task as 
forts and towns were successively lost. By June 21 the Catholic 
armies had taken Deventer and nearly all of the province of 
Overijssel. Dyler Schans surrendered immediately, Dudeschans was 
lost, then Nieuwe Schans, then Wynschoterzyl. The seemingly 
impregnable fortress at Coevorden (Kovorden), surrounded by great 
walls and set in a swamp, was encircled on July 4, when the 
bishop of Munster personally supervised setting fire to the 
and emptying its protective ditches. Coevorden surrendered 
12 when enemy bombs exploded its power magazine. 

Deterred from moving more westwardly into the Province 
Friesland by full dikes and canals whose dams were in Dutch 
hands; the Catholic invading armies moved northward toward 
Groningen, the largest city and seat of government in the 
province of the same name. Numbering 1,200 soldiers and 18 
additional rifle companies of volunteers and as many as 10,000 


civilians opposing two mercenary opposing two mercenary armies 


with 13,000 to 14,000 troops, the defenders assembled behind 


Groningen’s stout stone walls and protective canals. In general 


the strategy of siege is simple: cut the city off from food, 
water and reinforcements, hammer its outer and inner defenses 
from long range and wait for the defenders to lose the will and 
ability to fight back. Upon arriving at Groningen on July 17, 
the Catholic armies first destroyed all unprotected houses, 
bridges and trees nearby. After encamping (troops from Munster 
at Calgenberg and those from Cologne at a place called Blue 
House), the invaders methodically executed the siege plan. The 
course ditches to drain water away were opened on July 25 and on 
July 28 mortar bombardment commenced. 

After first blessing their bombs by dedicating them to the 
father, son and holy ghost for destruction of the enemies of God 
and Munster, the primitive artillerymen lobbed massive 
projectiles weighing 300 to 400 pounds over the walls into the 
city. The bombs were round hollowed out balls, inside which was 
a short barrel to shoot fire and metal on impact. Because of 
their weight, these bombs passed through the upper stories of a 
building, exploding after hitting the ground floor. The bits of 
metal inside, frequently copper coins and fragments, spread out 
like shrapnel, causing enormous damage by fire, shot and 
concussion. In the space of 14 days, over 5,000 bombs were 
lobbed into the city, destroying most of the houses and 
devastating the venerable Martini church. imokily for the 
defenders, a few parts of the city escaped the limited range of 


the bombardment. There, in almost a party atmosphere, the 


wealthy, whose houses had been destroyed, lodged with the poor. 


Even so, many had only the shelter of tents. Where the city 


gates had been destroyed (the People’s Gate and the East Gate), 
defenders filled the gap with anything available, using even the 
city’s garbage to best tactical advantage. Within the walls, 
Ee of the revolutionary religious sect whose beliefs forbade 
bearing weapons stood watch the entire day to detect and quench 
fires from exploding bombs. Some hardy defenders slipped outside 
the walls to capture a few hundred unwary attackers. 

The Catholic forces planned on support from a joint landing 
by the English and French fleets at the North Sea port of 


Delftzijl, about 20 miles to the north. Instead, Dutch Admiral 


de Ruyter repelled them by naval attack using trading ships, and 


so prevented an army from attacking Groningen across the wetlands 
to the north. Through this unoccupied north came a trickle of 
relief, men, supplies and gunpowder. On August 20, the Prince of 
Orange dispatched reinforcements consisting of 14 companies of 
infantry, 10 companies of provincial troops from Friesland and 33 
ships laden with 50,000 pounds of gunpowder. Buoyed up by waters 
of recent heavy rains, the passage of relief sped through the 
canals toward Groningen. Spiritually buoyed up by courage borne 
by desparation, a contingent of Groningen’s defenders under 
Sergeant Major Wyler counterattacked on August 26 defeating the 
forces from Cologne and taking many prisoners. Although 
menacingly close to the beleaguered city, the army of Munster 
withdrew by night on August 27. 

Groningen was delivered, but at the cost of heavy damage to 
the city and 100 fatalities, including 16 soldiers. The thankful 


city rejoiced. As a numismatic legacy, numerous medals were 


struck commemorating the victory, most notably medals depicting 


the array of forces before the city wall, celebrating the 


recapture of Coevorven on December 30, and marking the 


contribution in defense by the students and faculty of the 
University at Groningen. For payment of the volunteer soldiers, 
the city struck a series of silver coins on square uniface 
plachets in denominations of 50 stuivers, 25 stuivers, 12-1/2 
stuivers and 6-1/4 stuivers. Some of the 50 stuiver pieces are 


found with a commemorative text added to the reverse. 
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IN SEARCH OF LOODJIES 

In the City of Groningen, as elsewhere, council members and 
mayors would usually receive a token for having attended a 
meeting. These raadstokens (or loodjies!, as the common 
people referred to them) could be used in the city wine house to 
purchase wine. At the city treasurer’s office one could exchange 
the tokens for actual money or for the payment of taxes, fines, 
rent and levies. These tokens circulated, at least in Groningen 
and environs, in daily usage as a city-guaranteed fiduciary 
money. 

The earliest report tells of tokens in modest numbers being 
turned in by the innkeeper of the Hamburger beer house and by the 
supervisor of buildings of Leeuwarden in 1543. Writing in the 
1986 annual collection of articles of Koninklijk Nederlands 
Genootschap voor Munt-en Penningkunde, the late Dr. A.T. Puister 
speculated that in the years 1515 to 1560, a period with very few 
known genuine coins, the circulation of money probably consisted 
mostly of these tokens, especially for small change. In 1543 and 
1586, these tokens were exchangeable at the city treasurer’s 
office at the value of three Groningen stuivers; but, after 
September 1, 1601 they were worth only two Brabant stuivers. By 


resolution of the council of May 9, 1609, the council tokens were 


Ithe word "loodjies" in Dutch means small pieces of lead, lottery 
chips, seals, the proverbial objects of fate, probably used 
perjoratively to distinguish such tokens from money in specie 
having an intrinsic value. Compare the usage of "loodjies" to 
"steelies" referring to the zinc coated steel cents made in 1943 
during the wartime copper shortage. 


abolished. 

These raadstokens, or council tokens, were minted in fairly 
large numbers. Made of yellow copper but valued at roughly the 
weight of 2.9 grams of silver stuivers, the tokens were a 
tempting target of counterfeiters. In 1586 the cost of minting 
4450 pieces was 134 Emderguildens and 1 stuiver (an Emderguilden 
then being worth 10 stuivers, this meant that the cost of 
production, die cutting, smithing, wages and the cost of the 
yellow copper purchased by mintmaster Hans Thom Busse was one- 
third of the official value). After having taken in 5335 tokens 


by the end of 1586, the Erb. Raedt ordered production of another 


4450 pieces, possibly on the hope or expectation that not all 


would be redeemed. The city management corresponded about this 
with their colleagues in Bremen where the widow of Pawel de 
Witten possessed a small barrel of them but did not know what 
they were. In their letter of April 23, 1601 to Bremen, the 
Groningen city council sent a real token and mentioned that "The 
real one is worth three unstamped ones". The letter mentions 
only one counterfeit token of 1591, whose distinguishing feature, 
among others, is the aureole around the heads of the eagles. Dr. 
Puister comments that he has never found such an example. The 
two 1591 dated pieces in the writer’s collection lack the aureole 
over the eagle’s heads. The reference to stamping is assumed to 
mean the practice of authenticating a real token (or coin) by 
application of a counterstamp at some time after minting. In the 


writer’s limited experience, he has not observed such a 


counterstamp on a Groningen raadstoken, nor does one appear in 
the illustrations with the Puister article. Perhaps, the real 


tokens as later accepted by the city treasurer and those bearing 


the imprint of the stamp were redeemed and destroyed when the 


practice of issuing raadstokens was abolished in 1609, leaving 
the unknowing public holding a quantity of fakes and some 
genuine, but indistinguishable, pieces, much like the widow de 
Witten. 

Dr. Puister lists nine types of Groningen raadstokens, Nos. 
1.901 through 1.909, all in copper, and all approximately 25 mm. 
in diameter. The obverse depicts the two-headed eagle and shield 
with cross bar on the eagle’s breast or below it. as the heraldic 
symbol of the City of Groningen; on the reverse of 1.901 through 
1.907 is the Groningen shield, but the reverse on Nos. 1.908 and 
1.909 contains only four dots arranged in a square. Dating of 
the types is not exact, as Nos. 1.901 and 1.902 are without date 
but are thought to have been issued circa 1540/50 and 1550/60 
respectively, and Nos. 1.905, 1.906 and 1.907 though dateless are 
thought to have been issued circa 1580. Of the dated tokens, 
Nos. 1.903 and 1.904 are dated 1571 and 1572, while examples of 
No. 1.908 bear the dates of 1578, 1580, 1581, £503 24905, 1530; 
1591 and 1593. No. 1.909 pieces are dated 1579, 1580, 1581, 
1590, 1594, and 1595. A few examples of Nos. 1.908 and 1.909 are 


known in silver, probably made as proof or presentation pieces. 


GRONINGEN RAADSTOKENS 


1.901 ca. 1440/50 


1.904 137 14. 4o7e 


1.908 
1578,1580, 1581, 1583, 1579, 1580, 1581, 1590 
1585, 1590, 1591, 1593 1593, 1594, 1595 


Suggested Reference Guide 


Munten van Friesland, Groningen en Drenthe, P.O. van der Chijs 
(1973 reprint of 1855 book in Dutch) 


De .Nederlandse Noodmunten van de Tachtigjarige Oarlag, H. Enno 
van Gelder (in Dutch) 


Dude Munten uit Groningen en Ommelanden, Feith and Stratingh 
(in Dutch) 


Groningen-Munster Koln, Hanno Weiler, 1972 (in German) 


Officiele Catalogus Silverin Munten Geslagen door de seven 
Provinician der Verendigde Nederlanden, zonnebloem 


(2 vol. standard reference catalog for years 1576-1795, 
in Dutch) 


Nederlandse Historiepenningen, Gerard van Loon, (1723-31, 4 vol. 
in Dutch, 5 vol. in French - impressively illustrated) 


De Nederaldnse Munten, H. Enno van Gelder (in Dutch) 
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“W PN S* Nominating Committee Report 


The following nominees are submitted for considera-= 


in the upcoming election: 


President Ba KRIVONIAK 


Vice 
President Don CARLUCCI 


Secretary Michael HOMZA 
Treasurer Harry COLBOKRN 


Curator eseseceves Wayne HOMREN 


Additional nominations may be made from the floore 


Respectfully submitteds 
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MINUTES WPNS APRIL, 1994 


On Tuesday evening, April 5, 1994, at 8:15 P.M., President Gerald 
Porter called the meeting to order. There were twenty-two members 
and one guest in attendance. The minutes of the February and March 


meetings were read and approved. 


Treasurer, Harry Colburn gave the Treasurer's report for March, 


1994. The bank balance for the month of March, 1994 ended with 
a total of Three Thousand Four Hundred Ninety-Five Dollars and 
Twenty-Two Cents ($3,495.22), of which Six Hundred Dollars ($600.00) 


was in the Life Membership Fund. 


ALLEGHENY PROJECT 
Richard Gaetano stated that one more order for the Brewery Token 


Book was received. 


LIFE MEMBERSHIP MEDAL 

A committee, consisting of, Donald Carlucci, Richard Gaetano, and 
Wayne Homren, reported that a Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 
Membership Medal was being researched. The Winchester, Indiana 

firm of Silver Towne sent quite a bit of information. Medal size, 
medal content, medial designs, and medal inscriptions need to be 
reviewed. The entire Life Membership Medal is to be taken under 
advisement by the committee and a report to the membership will 


be made at a future meeting. 


MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 

Lawrence Dziubek placed the nomination of Richard H. Hayes before 
the membership as a corresponding member. Mr. Hayes is a Penn State 
graduate who lives in State College, Pennsylvania. He is a member 
of the Medieval Academy of America and his special area of interest 
is Medieval German numismatics, particularly in the area of 


south-eastern Germany and Austria in the twelfth and thirteenth 


centuries. 


A letter of recommendation to have Mr. Hayes as a corresponding 


member was submitted by E. Tomlinson Fort. 


After there was discussion on the matter, a vote was taken and Mr. 


Richard H. Hayes became a corresponding member. 


When Mr. Hayes became a corresponding member, there was more 
discussion. Raymond Gaydash felt that it would be more appropriate 


for Mr. Hayes to become a regular member. It was decided that the 


membership would vote again in the month of May to upgrade Mr. Hayes' 


corresponding membership to regular membership. This change in 
membership status will be noted in the May, Western Pennsylvania 


Numismatic Society newsletter. 


CORRESPONDENCE 
It was stated that there was no correspondence to report at this 


time. 


CURATOR REPORT 
Curator, Wayne Homren reported that there was nothing new to report 


at this time. 


W.P.N.S. JOURNAL 

E. Tomlinson Fort reported that he brought sixty (60) pages of WPNS 
program material to a KINKO Printing Shop. Fifty copies of the 
first WPNS Journal will be printed for Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00) 


or approximately Four Dollars ($4.00) each. 


Wayne Homren made the motion, seconded by John Burns, that the 


initial printing be completed. 


NOMINATING COMMITTEE 


A nominating committee, composed of Rodger Hershey, Chairman, 


assisted by James Groniger and Theodore Shiff, was selected by 
President Gerald Porter. The nominating committee will present 
a Slate of Officer nominations at the May meeting to serve in the 
coming WPNS numismatic year. Additional Officer nominations will 


also be accepted from the floor. 


President Porter also stated that annual written reports from the 
WPNS President, Secretary, and Curator will be presented at the 


June meeting. 


OLD BUSINESS 

Lawrence Dziubek reported that Carolyn Schumacher of the Historical 
Society of Western Pennsylvania wrote a letter to him explaining 
in detail the Fifty Dollar ($50.00) organizational membership fee. 
Ms. Schumacher stated that WPNS, for the sum of Fifty Dollars 
($50.00), would get four (4) membership cards for WPNS members to 
use. at the Historical Society library. «Mr. -Dziubek falt that if 
four club members would pay the yearly dues, the organization 
treasury would save Fifty Dollars ($50.00) and all WPNS members 
could benefit by sharing the cards when using the Historical 
Society's library. At this point, four club members Lawrence 
Dziubek, Lawrence Korchnak, Michael Homza, and Theodore Shiff 


volunteered to pay the annual club membership fee. 


To be properly endorsed by the organization, Lawrence Korchnak made 
a motion that Mr.Dziubek, Mr. Korchnak, Mr. Homza, and Mr. Shiff 
pay for the club's fee as club member of the Historical Society 
of Western Pennsylvania. The motion was seconded by Theodore Shiff 


and unanimously carried by a membership vote. 


NEW BUSINESS 

Wayne Homren reported that he will set up a table at Walden's Book 
Store in the Monroeville Mall. The table will be used for coin 
identification and to advertise the local coin clubs - Western 
Pennsylvania Numismatic Society, Pittsburgh Numismatic Society, 


and the Pennsylvania Association of Numismatists. 


PROGRAM 
The program for the evening was entitled "The 1926 National Sesqui- 


Centennial", as presented by club member, Richard Gaetano. 


The purpose of the exhibition was to commemorate the One Hundred 
Fiftieth (150th) anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of 


Independence. 


The idea for the exposition was conceived by John Wanamaker. Mr. 
Wanamaker picked the League Island Park and the adjacent area, about 
1,000 acres in South Philadelphia, to hold the affair. 


The exposition ran from May 31 to November 30, 1926. The planners 
felt that the total attendance would be at least 25,000,000 people. 
However, only 6,500,000 came with a total paid attendance of 
4,600,000. Because of the law paying attendance, the city of 
Philadelphia was required to bale out the exposition and to cover 


the financial losses. 


President Calvin Coolidge extended broad foreign invitations "for 
the purpose of exhibiting the progress of United States and other 
nations in art, science and industry, trade and commerce". [In all 
sixteen states and forty-three foreign countries came to be part 
of this exhibition. The only city to have an exhibit at the 


exposition was Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 


The climax in Pittsburgh's participation in the Sesqui-Centennial 
ee ge’ 


was reached in the observance of Pittsburgh and Stephen Collins 


Foster Day on Saturday, September 25, 1926. 


There were five exhibition palaces and seventy-two other major 
buildings, mostly multi-colored that created a spectacular "Rainbow 
City". A huge lighted Liberty Bell was placed at the entrance and 
was dubbed "the largest electrical structure ever". The Liberty 
Bell had twenty-five thousand-100 watt bulbs for a total candlepower 
of six billion, three hundred million. Light rays from the bell 


could be seen as far away as New York City. 


This was the first exposition to use sound amplification. It had 


the first comprehensive display of diesel engines, radios, electric 


refrigeration, "talking" motion pictures, and multiple message 


telegraphy. The Battle of Gettysburg Cyclorama was on display here. 
A spectacular sports program climaxed with a Jack Dempsey-Gene Tunney 


bout for the heavy weight championship of the world. 


With all its attractions, with all of its "modern" displays, the 
United States Sesqui-Centennial Exposition was a financial disaster. 
The reasons for the expositions lack of financial success were many. 
First of all, the exhibition was not open on Sundays. There was 
only a small amusement area called the "Glad Way". An area called 
"Treasure Island" was only an amusement park for small children. 
Perhaps, a more important reason for the general lack of success 

was due to the fact that many exhibits were not completed and were 


still being constructed when the Exposition officially opened. 


Numismatics has its connections to the Exposition of 1926 in the 
commemorative coins that were minted and the medals that were struck. 
The Sesgqui-Half Dollar, although it was attributed to mint engraver 
John Sinnock, it was actually the design of John Frederick Lewis. 


This coin set a precedent. It was the first U.S. coin to depict 


the likeness of a living, United States President - President Calvin 


Coolidge. The coin sold for the sum of One Dollar ($1.00). 


Besides the Sesqui-Half Dollar, a two and a half dollar gold piece 
was minted to celebrate the occasion. It sold for Four Dollars 
($4.00) and depicted Liberty on the obverse and Independence Hall 


on the reverse. 


The medals that were struck included a Washington bust medal, a 
Connecticut/Nathan Hale medal, an Adam Pietz dollar, and a Medal 


of Honor Dollar. 


The closing program for the Exposition was held on Tuesday evening, 


November 30, 1926. 


EXHIBITS 

After Richard Gaetano's informative presentation, individual club 
members discussed and displayed a wide array of collector items 

that were brought to the meeting. These exhibits included Hungarian 
coins; Papal State coppers; old newspapers; brass letter opener- 
"Pure Fiber Company"; coin catalogues; framed Weiman Certificates- 
Tobacco Company of Pittsburgh; a Russian coin reference book; 


coin scale; Gulf War Medal Ribbon-Liberation of Kuwait; Civil 


Tokens; Cuban coins; "Communion Tokens of the United States"; 


reference book; a Civil War Token, R-10, on Pittsburgh; stage money; 
an elephant token from the Netherlands; elephant coins from England; 
a set of 1949 East Africa coins in proof condition with a total 
mintage of twenty (20) known sets; four picture post cards from 
Monessen; United States and foreign medals; 1947 Southern Rhodesian 
half crowns; Bank of Indonesia Bird of Paradise Coins; an assortment 
of Red Books; a collection of stamps and coins from Poland; Civil 
War dated envelopes; sets of platinum Russian coins dated 1980; 
a book from the Pittsburgh Theological Seminary; Conner Token; 
medical token; radio token; three books on West Virginia mining 

Say 


tokens; a book on Medals of Benjamin Franklin; a letter from book 
collector Armand Champa; a fourth edition B. Max Mehl Star Coin 
Book; books on large cents, and a Lawrence Schulman auction catalogue 


on Dutch coins, currency, and medals. 


MEETING ADJOURNMENT 
After the members discussed the individual exhibits that they had 


brought to the meeting, a motion to adjourn the meeting was made 


at 10:03 P.M. by John Burns and seconded by Richard Gaetano. 


Respectfully submitted, 


uth je (place 


Donald D. Carlucci 


Secretary 


Che Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 


7.0. Box 23404, Jittsburgh, PA 15222-9998 


May 23, -1994 


Carnegie Group Offices, 
5 PPG Place 


7:00 PLM, Meeting at 6315 P.M. 


The April 5, 1994 meeting of W.P.N.S was attended by twenty-two 
members and one guest. 


The program for the evening of May 3, 1994 will be "The 
Mystery" as presented by club member, Lawrence Dziubek. 


At this meeting, a discussion and vote will be taken on making 
corresponding member Richard H. Hayes a regular member. 


A special note of thanks must be extended to Lawrence Dziubek, 
Lawrence Korchnak, Michael Homza, and Theodore Shiff for picking 
up the Fifty Dollar ($50.00) tab for W.P.N.S. membership in the 
Historical Society of Western Pennsylvania. 


During the month of May the following Coin Shows will be held: 


e May 1 Holiday Coin Show 
Holiday Inn 
Route 51 and I-70 
Belle Vernon, PA 


West Penn Coin Club 

RHiGh es Court 

7990. Route 30, Exit 7 PA Turnpike 
Irwin, PA : 


Pittsburgh Collectible Show 
Castle Shannon Memorial Firehall 
Route 88 

Castle Shannon, PA 


Friendly Coin Club 
Holiday Inn 

Bx be 5) £=81 
Chambersburg, PA 


We'll see? you on Tuesday, May 3,-1994. “Bring a friend! . Bring 
an exhibit! Be there! 
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PRESENTED APRIL S, 1994. 


BY RICHARD GAETANO BE FoRE 
THE WESTERN PA. NUMISHATIC Sect ETY 


& 
PROGRAMME 


CLOSING THE ACTIVITIES OF THE YEAR 


OF THE 


Sesqui-Centennial International Exposition 


Tuesday Evening, November 30, 1926 


Sesqui-Centennial Auditorium 


Concert by Orthophonic Victrola. 


Grand Processional of the Sesqui-Centennial Festival 
Chorus and the Matinee Musical Club Chorus to 
the Stage, conducted by Mr. George E. Nitzsche. 


9:10 P. M.....Selections by Twelfth Infantry Band. 


9:20 P. M.....Sesqui-Centennial Festival Chorus, conducted by 
Mr. Bruce A. Carey. 


(a) Unfold, Ye Portals—Gounod. 
(b) Gloria from the Twelfth Mass—Mozart. 


9:30 P. M.....Selections by Philadelphia Navy Yard Band. 


9:40 P. M.....Sesqui-Centennial Festival Chorus 


(2) To Thee, Our Country—Michhberg. 
(6) Deep River—Arranged by H. T. Burliegh. 


9:40 to 10:00 P.M....Arrival of Mayor Kendrick and party, and dis- 
tinguished guests. 
Selection—Harmonica Band. 


10:00 to 10:10 P. M.....Matinee Musical Club Chorus, conducted by Helen 
Pulaski Innes. ; 


10:10 to 10:25 P. M.....Address by the Hon. W. Freeland Kendrick, Mayor 
of Philadelphia and President, Sesqui-Centennial 
Exhibition Association. 


10:25 to 10:35 os M.....Chorus— 


(a) America for Me.—Matthews, 
(b) “Hallelujah Chorus”—Messiah—Handel. 


10:35 to 10:40 P. M....Address.by Rear Admiral H. O. Stickney, United 
States Commissioner. 


10:40 to 10:45 P. M.....Selection by Twelfth Infantry Band. 


10:45 to 10:55 P. M.....Address by His Excellency, John H. Trumbull, 
Governor of Connecticut. 


10:55 to 11:00 P.M Concluding remarks by the Hon. W. Freeland 
Kendrick, President of the Sesqui-Centennial Ex- 
hibition Association, closing the Activities of the 
year of the Exposition planned to commemorate 
the One Hundred and Fiftieth Anniversary of 
American Independence. 


11:00 P.M Singing of the National Anthem by the Sesqui- 
Centennial Festival Chorus and entire assemblage, 
accompanied by the Combined Bands and Grand 
Organ, under the direction of Dr. Herbert J. Tily, 
Chairman of Music of the Sesqui-Centennial 
Exhibition Association. 


11:00 P. M.to 1:00 A.M Dancing. Music by Lieutenant Frankel’s Band. 


No Tickets Required. 
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EDWARD LOEB 


W. FREELAND KENDRICK 
SECRETARY 


MAYOR 


Ciry OF PHILADELPHIA 


OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 


November 18th 
Hon. Charles H. Kline, Mayor, as Uses Os 
and The Honorable Members of 
the Pittsburgh Council, 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Gentlemen: 


I wish at this time to express on behalf of the citizens 
of Philadelphia to the people of Pittsburgh thru! their distinguished 
Mayor, the Honorable Councilmen and the efficient Sesqui-Centennial 
committee of public spirited citizens which planned the building and 
exhibits, our heartfelt thanks and appreciation for the part they have 
taken to make this greatest World's Fair in commemoration of the 
Declaration of American Independence, an epoch—making event in 
American history. 


I know of no other event during the life of the Sesqui- 
Centennial International Exposition that has given me more pleasure 
than the participation of Pittsburgh. Altho' many Nations and sister 
States have erected imposing structures in the shape of beautiful 
buildings on this site, the City of Pittsburgh is the only 
municipality in the world which ig represented here by a separate 


building. From an architectural standpoint and from one of beauty, 
the Pittsburgh Building is one of the most admired on the grounds. 


The Pittsburgh Building at the Exposition exemplifies the 
true spirit of your wonderful City. Hundreds of thousands of people 
have visited the building and viewed the motion pictures depicting 
your social, educational, industrial and commercial life. Your City 
has been advertised to its great advantage thru' out the length and 
breadth of this land. You have indeed cast your bread upon the waters 
which will return to you abundantly in the years to come. 


I am very much pleased because I have many warm personal 
friends in the City of Pittsburgh, and I feel that the construction of 
this building and the activities of Pittsburgh people in exposition 
affairs have strengthened the bond of friendship which has existed for 
more than a century and a half between the people living along the 
shores of the Monongahela and Allegheny Rivers, and those residing 
between and along the Delaware and Schuylkill Rivers. 


The people of Philadelphia appreciate this practical 
display of friendship, and it is my earnest hope that some time not 
far distant we may be able to reciprocate in a way which will express 
our gratitude. 


With kindest personal regards, believe me 


Very truly yours, 
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PITTSBURGH’S PARTICIPATION IN THE 
SESQUI-CENTENNIAL 


[I°T'SBURGH, the only city in the country represented at 

the Sesqui-Centennial Exposition by its own building, 

took an unique part in the Nation's celebration of 150 

years of American Independence in Philadelphia. The 
Pittsburgh Building, the official gift of the citizens of Pittsburgh, 
erected from a fund of $100,000 appropriated for that purpose, is 
one of the most attractive features of the Exposition. It is a per- 
fect type of modern architecture and houses exhibits that set forth 
the civic. educational and industrial progress of Pittsburgh. In ad- 
dition there is shown a motion picture exhibition which depicts 
the historical background of Western Pennsylvania and the sub- 
sequent development of a great metropolitan district. 

Adjacent to the Pittsburgh Building and in striking contrast 
to it is a replica of the old brick redoubt built at Fort Pitt by Colo- 
nel Henry Bouquet in 1764. The Original structure, is the only 
Colonial blockhouse now standing in the United States. 


THE BOOK OF PITTSBURGH 


DEDICATION 


HE Pittsburgh Building was dedicated on Saturday, July 
24th, 1926, the exercises taking place in the auditorium at 
11 A.M. The ceremony was attended by many Pittsburgh 
officials and residents who accompanied the Sesqui-Cen- 
tennial Committee in the pilgrimage to the Exposition grounds. 


THE DEDICATION PROGRAM 


(AM musical numbers are by Pittsburgh composers) 
Presiding—Hon, Witittam H. Stevenson General Chairman 
Introduction by Witttam T. Kerr, Chairman Dedication Committee 


Invocation—Tuir Rev. Grorce P. DoNEHOO, 
Chaplain of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives 


Vocal Selection—“Old Pittsburgh” Rep Arrow Quartet 


Address-—-Hon. W. Freerann Kenprick Mayor of Philadelphia 
President of Sesqui-Centennial 


: ; “Come Where My Love Lies Dreaming” < 
Vocal Selections 2 ,, : is ) g .Stephen C. Foster 
Oh Susanna 


RED ARROW QUARTETTE 
Address—Hon. Witiiam H. STEVENSON 


Voeal Selection--"The Mosary'* 2.433. 2 SO Ethelbert Nevin 
Rep ARROW QUARTETTE 


Address—Hon. Danirt WINTERS President of Pittsburgh Council 


Vocal Selection—“Sleepy Hollow Tune” Richard Kounts 
Rep Arrow QUARTETTE 


PITTSBURGH’S RED ARROW (P. R. R.) QUARTETTE 
H. P. Cramer, Tenor I. D. Scuarrer, Tenor 
R. M. Gina, Baritone I. W. Scnoretier, Basso 


W. R. Cramer, Pianist 
z 


The exercises were followed by a luncheon for the Pittsburgh 
Committee and guests. After a tour of the Exposition under the 
escort of the Philadelphia Reception Committee headed by Mayor 
Kendrick the members of the Pittsburgh party were received by Mr. 
and Mrs. Edward T. Stotesbury at “Wingo”, their country estate 
at Chestnut Hill. In the evening the Pittsburgh visitors were the 
guests of Mayor and Mrs. Kendrick at dinner and a performance of 
the historic pageant ‘‘Freedom’”’ in the Exposition stadium. 


THE” BOOK OF P1TTSBURGH 


PITTSBURGH DAY 


SHE climax in Pittsburgh’s participation in the Sesqui-Cen- 
tennial was reached in the observance of Pittsburgh and 
Stephen C. Foster Day on Saturday, September 25th, 
1926. The program: 


Selections—UNITED STATES ARMY BAND 
Presentation of Chairman by WILLIAM T. KERR, 
Chairman Arrangements Committee 
Presiding—HON. WILLIAM H. STEVENSON General Chairman 
Selections—UNITED STATES ARMY BAND 
Selections—(a) “Aunty Skinner’s Chicken Dinner” 
(b) “Close Harmony” 
P. R. R. RED ARROW QUARTET 
Presentation of Mayor Kendrick—HON. DANIEL WINTERS, 
President of Pittsburgh Council 
Address—HON, W. FREELAND KENDRICK 
President of Sesqui-Centennial 
Selections—UNITED STATES ARMY BAND 
Selections—(a) “Nellie Was A Lady”’ Foster 
(6) “Oh, Susanna” Foster 
P. RR. RED ARROW QUARTET 
Presentation of Mayor Kline—HON. DANIEL WINTERS 
President of Pittsburgh Council 
Address-—-HON; CHARLES H, KLINE sag oes- Mayor of Pittsburgh 
Selections—UNITED STATES ARMY BAND 
Reproduction of Attack by Indians on Fort Pitt, representing scenes in the 
history of Pittsburgh, 1758. 
Participating in this reproduction are 150 Cherokee and Osage. Indians 
exhibiting at the Exposition. 


In taking the chair Mr. Stevenson told of the work of his 
committee in arranging for the exhibit and declared: “‘It is a mat- 
ter of the keenest pride with us that Pittsburgh is the only city in 
the country represented by its own building in this great world’s 
exposition. This structure is an index to western Pennsylvania's 
relative importance in world affairs today, just as in 1776, Pitts- 
burgh was one of the bulwarks of the Colonies jn their defense 
of the frontier.”’ 

President of Council Daniel Winters, presenting Mayor Ken- 
drick, said: 

“This is a great exposition, recalling to our minds the his- 
tory and the deeds of valor of the past that have made this a great 


THE BOOK OF PITTSBURGH 


Impersonating Colonial Defenders, Pittsburgh Day at the Sesqui 


nation. And IJ am indeed honored to present to you a man whose 
courage and energy made it the great success that it is, Mayor 
Kendrick.” : 

Responding, Mayor Kendrick said: ‘The people-of Phila- 
delphia appreciate this practical display of friendship, and it is my 
earnest hope that some time not far distant we may be able to 
reciprocate in a way which will express our gratitude.”’ 

“We have achieved the unity of one flag, one country and one 
destiny,’ Mayor Kline said. ‘‘That is the highest ideal of human 
endeavor. Without Fort Pitt there would have been no Valley 
Forge and no Yorktown. There the prelude to the birth of out 
nation was staged. I am proud to be from Pittsburgh, and let 
me say that the Pittsburghers of today and tomorrow will carry 
on with the same high ideals that moved our forefathers to bring 
about the birth of the nation.” 

At the close of the exercises the spectacle of an Indian attack 
on Fort Pitt was staged by 150 Cherokee and Osage Indians in 
war regalia while the defenders were garbed in the uniforms of 
British and American troops of the period of the French and 
Indian War. The scenario of the Indian spectacle was written by 


George M. P. Baird. 
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BONG AS THE MONONGAHELA ANBALLEGHENY SHALL FLOW 

TOXBORM TRE Ci! AS LONG AS THEENCEISN TONGUE SHALL BE 
j TANGIAGE OF FREEDOM IN THE BQUNDLESS VALLEYS WHICH 

ATERS, TRAVERSE PiTTSBUIGH SHALL STAND AS THE 

a: GATEWAY OF THE WEST.” Son Ai 


September 25th, 1926 


Celebration of Pittsburgh and Stephen Collins Foster Day at the Pittsburgh Building, Sesqui-Centennial Exposition, 


—First row (seated), left to right, Mayor W. Freeland Kendrick of Phi 
g, Rev. George P. Donehoo. 
hn S. Herron, P. J. McArdle (sitting). 


ladelphia, Mayor Charles H. Kline of Pittsburgh, 


embers Pittsburgh Sesqui Committee on the Platform: 
William H. Stevenson, William T. Kerr, Daniel Winters, Edward G. Lan 


Second row (standing), Robert Garland, Edward B. Lee, Mrs. Charles H. Kline, Miss H. Marie Dermitt, Jo 
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-CALLED DoclaRs 


U. S. SESQUICENTENNIAL EXPOSITION—1926 
PHILADELPHIA, PA.. : 


A ion 
Purpose: To commemorate 150th anniversary of Declarati 
of Independence. ; 


Organization: Idea conceived by John Wanamaker, 
of Exposition”; Sesquicentennial Exhibition Association 


“Egther 
char- 


tered 1922; limited public subscription to stock. Congress 
created National Commission 1925; authorized President to 
appoint National Advisory Commission, as auxiliary, on which 
jatter all states and territories represented. City appropriated 
$10,000,000 including $5,000,000 at close to meet unpaid 
bills; Congress granted over $2,000,000 directing that $1,000,- 
000 go for construction of four or more exhibit buildings. 


Site: League Island Park and adjacent area, about 1000 
acres, South Philadelphia. New Jersey Building and Swedish- 
American Memorial House remain as permanent structures to- 
gether with Municipal Stadium, built for exposition. 


Dates, Attendance: May 31-Nov. 30, 1926; also “post- 
exhibition” period, Dec. 1-31, 1926. Attendance 6,500,000; 
4,600,000 paid (25,000,000 expected)). 


Participants: President Coolidge extended broad foreign 
invitation “for the purpose of exhibiting the progress of United 
States and other nations in art, science and industry, trade and 
commerce ...”. Sixeen states and 43 foreign countries repre- 


sented, 7 of each erecting own buildings. Federal displays 
included Mint Exhibit. 


Comment: Five exhibition palaces and 72 other major build- 
ings, mostly multi-colored, created spectacular “Rainbow City.” 
For first time, exposition architecture was set-back or pyra- 
midal style, originally developed for skyscrapers. Huge lighted 
liberty Bell at entrance called “largest electrical structure 
ever.” First exposition to use sound amplification; first compre- 
hensive display of diesel engines, radios, electric refrigeration, 
“talking” motion pictures and multiple message telegraphy. 
Sports program climaxed by Dempsey-Tunney bout for heavy- 
weight championship. Precedent was established by first ap- 
pearance upon U. S. coin of likeness of a living U. S. President 
—commemorative half dollar. Exposition’s financial failure at- 
tributed to local skepticism, Sunday closing, no midway and 
incompleteness at opening. 


Medals: Official Medals designed by Albin Polasek; struck 
in Mint Exhibit on grounds; Copper piece not listed previously. 


OFFICIAL MEDALS 


Oby. In upper center, Washington bust, facing r., within 13 
Stars; below, Philadelphia / 1926 / (Liberty Bell); around, 
Sesquicentennial-International-Exposition 
€v. Liberty, torch in upraised |. hand and palm branch in r., 
tides flying Pegasus to r., above clouds; torch held between 
sun and rays; incuse, at |. border near edge, Albin Polasek 
(designer) 


a Copper. Size 22. Very rare. ...ccccccscsssssescsseseseees 75.00 


ne Bi otizg, <Beoree. cs. Gain ae a 20.00 
. Brass. SCOTCON eee ean «ee 20.00 
4. Nickel. VOlY SCORERS .isusts; ood ee 30.00 


N 
OTE: Bronze siece struck on different dies from others and 
n higher relies 


soth obverse and reverse. 


Issued by State of Connecticut both to commemorate 150th 
anniversary of death of Nathan Hale, her patriot-martyr son, 
shot as spy in 1776 and for dedication of Connecticut Building 
on exposition grounds. Medal designed by George S. Godard; 
6 Gold, 25 Silver and 5000 Bronze pieces struck by Whitehead 
& Hoag Co.; Gold specimens presented to heads of govern- 
ments, considered uncollectible and listed in Part IV. Silver 
medals presented to important guess; Bronze medals sold at 
Connecticut Building on exposition grounds and at State Li- 
brary, Hartford, for 50 cents, or 75 cents if mailed. 


Obv. Edifice; below, Sesqui-Centennial / Philadelphia / 1776 
(Liberty Bell) 1926; above, around Connecticut State Build- 
ing. 

Rev. Statue to |., with laurel branch below; State Seal in upper 
r.; below seal, “I Only Regret That | Have / But One Life to 
Lose for / My Country” / Nathan Hale / Patriot-Martyr / 
Connecticut / 1755 / 1776; at |. rim, microscopic White- 
head-Hoag 


ASS. Silver. Size 24. Very rare: © cise... cagassercsstecsips 100.00 
B56. Bronze. Very SCO0 Ces... sicssescvsnienyeseesscninctenssscnaee 30.00 


ADAM PIETZ DOLLAR 


Obv. Female head facing to |.; at lower |., 1926; below date, 
interlaced AP [Adam Pietz, designer]; around, Sesqui-Cen- 
tennial-International-Exposition-Philadelphia 

Rev. Large spread eagle covers almost entire area, swastika 
over leaf on breast; behind eagle, sun and rays; above 
around, Lucky Token 


457. Gilt. Size 22. Very scarce. 


MEDAL OF HONOR DOLLAR 


Obv. Within center wreath Medal / of Honor; outside around, 
Sesquicentennial-International-Exposition-Philadelphia; _be- 
low, * 1776-1926 « 

Rev. Large eagle, facing to |., stands in nest; edifice in field 
near |. border. 
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AUTHORIZED on March 3, 1925, by the act that created 
a National Sesquicentennial Commission, the Independence coins are, 
: historically speaking, our most important memorial issues. They are also 
» temarkable in the story of their artistic development, beginning with the 
= Mint’s furtive handling of the affair to the final, deliberate misattribution 
#.0f the artist who designed the half dollar. We begin with a letter of 
“August 28, 1925 from Commission of Fine Arts secretary H.P. Caemmerer 
0 fellow member Milton Medary: 
~My dear Mr. Medary: Under date of August 10 I asked Mr. McAleer 
~ of the Sesquicentennial Commission as to whether any action has been 
_ taken with regard to the proposed gold and silver coins, and concerning 
which we wrote him on May 6th—copies of letters enclosed. 
I have received no reply from him to date. I would appreciate it if 


you would find out from Mr. McAleer what they have done about the 
matter, Sincerely yours. 


Medary replied on the 31st: 


Dear Mr. Caemmerer: I have your letter of August 28th and this 
morning I called on Mr. McAleer in connection with the gold and silver 
coins. He informs me that the new designer at the Philadelphia Mint is 
at work on the designs which have not yet proved satisfactory. 
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He also informs me that the Association has not yet given up ho e 
of securing Congressional authority for the $1.50 gold piece and that 
there is some thought of having a series of designs representing dif. 
ferent periods in the growth of the country, as for instance, the orig. 


inal colonies, the Louisiana purchase, the California and Texas accessions, 
etc. 


The whole matter is stil] on his desk and he had expected to com- 
municate with the Commission when it had assumed more definite form, 
Sincerely yours. 


Dear Sir: The Commission of Fine Arts, at their meeting on December 
10, 1925, approved the enclosed sketch of the Sesquicentennial half 
dollar, received from Mr. Asher C. Baker, Director in Chief of the 
Sesquicentennial International Exposition Commission, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. The sketch was approved with the understanding that the 


models will be prepared by a competent medalist and submitted to the 
Commission. 


The Commission unders 
at of the Secretar 


Very respectfully, 


Since there is no mention of any quarter-eagle sketches, it is pos- - 
sible that they were not approved by the Commission. Or it may be that 
Baker’s reference to “coins” in connection with Lewis’ designs was an 
error, and that only those for a half dollar were actually submitted. In 
any event, Sinnock’s sketches for the quarter eagle were sent to Moore 
on February 27, 1926 and, five days later, forwarded for criticism to 
Lorado Taft. 

On March 13, while the Commission of Fine Arts was still deliberat- 
ing over Sinnock’s design, Mint Director Grant submitted the engraver’s 
models for the half dollar, Though these were undoubtedly approved by 
the Commission, the next letter we find, on March 26, mentions only the 
quarter eagle. Moore wrote to Grant: 

Sir: The Commission of Fine Arts 


approved sketches of the Ses 
submitted with 


' Baker wrote to Moore: “I have received from John Frederick Lewis, Esq., the designs for the 
coins which, at his request, I submit for your inspection and approval,” 
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LEFT: Models by John Sinnock for Sesquicentennial of American Independence 
quarter eagle. National Archives. nicut: Coin as issued. 
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“4” is preferred for the reverse, with the suggestion that the sun and its 
rays be omitted. 

The Commission would be pleased to see models of the obverse and 
reverse of the proposed coin. 

The sketches are herewith returned to you. 

For the Commission: Very respectfully. 


Models for the quarter eagle were submitted to the Commission on 
April 24 and approved a few days later. On the 30th, Moore advised 
Director Grant: 

Dear Sir: The Commission of Fine Arts, at their meeting on April 

29, 1926, approved the models submitted by you of the $2.50 gold piece 

for the Sesquicentennial Exhibition. The Commission recommend that 

the word “Liberty” on the obverse be swung around a little and the let- 
ters E and R reset, so as not to touch the figure; also the rosettes on 
both obverse and reverse should be removed. 

The models are herewith returned. 

For the Commission: Very respectfully, yours. 

In view of the fact that the Independence half dollar was designed 
by John Frederick Lewis, one may well question the Mint’s accuracy in 
attributing the coin, without qualification, to its own engraver. Perhaps 
after these forty years, it is time for a new credit line. 
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Monday and Tuesday, hicvember 29 and 30, 1 


= 
WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 


PITTSBURGH, PENNA. 


= APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 
(Please Print) 
lau aac gta ecco ie oc en i sae a Se lel 


I hereby apply for membership in the Western Pennsylvania 
Numismatic Society, and agree if elected to abide by the Society's 
rules and by-laws. 


Nanie ene Be vee =e 
Address__000 West Colles 

State College, PA Phone_(814) 237-2739 
BA OSS 5 eee 


Business Address 


Age 24 I have been interested in numismatics for____years, and my 
present field of interest is medieval German numismatics, particularly 


in the area of south-eastern Ge Sg j ; 
12th and 143th pentur | 
Cf--Or -¢ ; 


LOB oi tea 
now a fem he following numismatic or other avocational organ- 


izations (Name in full)_— _The Medieval Academy of America 


©3270 50 oo 


The sum of $__2____ is attached, covering initiation fee and dues for 19.94.1995 


Date March 1 1994. | | | OB 


Ps. thy, i> 


FOR USE OF THE — : ——s 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE (Signatare 9 Apps ani) 
As a member in good standing of the W. P. N. S., 
I endorse the above applicant for membership and 
enclose herewith a letter of recommendation. 


PENNSTATE pee 


eo New Kensington 3550 Seventh Street Road 


ee Campus 


New Kensington, PA 15068-1798 


Department of History 


3 August 1993 


Mr. Jerry Porter 

President 

Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 
P.O. Box 23404 

Pittsburgh, PA 15222-998 


Dear Jerry, 


In accordance with recent attempts to enlarge the membership of 
WPNS I would like to nominate as possible candidates two friends of mine: 
Mr. Frank Lawrence Wiswall III of Lakewood, Ohio (near Cleveland) and 
Mr. Richard H. Hayes of State College, Pennsylvania. 


Frank Wiswall is a graduate of Hamdon-Sydney College and like 
myself has received an MLitt in Mediaeval History from the University of 
st. Andrews. He is currently a history instructor at Western Reserve 
Academy in Hudson Ohio. Frank's area of research is late mediaeval 
English history, especially the reign of King Edward IT (1327-1377). He 
has a collection of silver groats and pennies from the reign and is currently 
becoming interested in the continental coinage struck under the king's 
authority and the impact the Hundred Years War had upon Edward's 
monetary policy. He is a member of the Mediaeval Academy of America 
as well as the Society of the White Hart and he has delivered papers dealing 
with the administration of the late mediaeval English governments, 
including ones dealing with their economic policies, at conferences in Great 
Britain and the United States. 


Rick Hayes is a graduate of the Pennsylvania State University and 
undertook post-graduate research there during the time I was an 
undergraduate. He has left academia and is currently the manager of a 
shop in State College, though he still retains a strong desire for historical 
research. His field of expertise is the Holy Roman Empire in the twelfth 
and thirteenth centuries, though he is quite knowledgeable about most 


An Equal Opportunity University 


periods of German history. He has a small, but interesting collection of 
mediaeval German coins and is interested in the administration of the mints 
in Germany from the reign of Henry IV (1050-1106) until the reign of 
Rudolph I of Habsburg (1257-1291). Among his many academic 
distinctions Rick has twice won the Penn State Mediaeval Studies Essay 
Award (the second highest record) and he also has a very good knowledge 
of German. In the past year he has presented papers at the University of 
Binghampton (New York) and at Plymouth State College (New 
Hampshire). He and I will be presenting a joint paper on the augusta/rs 
coinage of Frederick I] of Hohenstaufen at the PAN show this October. 


It is my belief that with their extensive historical and numismatic 
knowledge both of these gentlemen would be strong assets for WPNS. 
However, the fact that they each live over two hours drive from Pittsburgh 
would make it difficult for them to regularly attend meetings at present. | 
would therefore suggest that we make them corresponding members. This 
would mean that members of our society could contact them when they 
needed information or meet with them when attending coin shows in the 
respective areas where they live. 


Please feel free to circulate this letter among the officers and 
members of WPNS. If you or any other WPNS members have any 
questions or comments please feel free to contact me at any time. I enclose 
the addresses of both men if you wish to contact them directly, or if you 


prefer I shall have them write to you forthwith. 
Yours sigcerely, 


E. Tomlinson Fort 


Frank L. Wiswall III Richard H. Hayes 
12907 Clifton Blvd. 600 West College Ave 
Lakewood, OH 44107 Apt. #309 

State College, PA 16801 


iF 


600 West College Ave., Apt. 309 
State College, PA 16801 
December 3, 1993 


Membership Secretary 

Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 
P.O. Box 23404 

Pittsburgh, PA 15222-9998 


Dear Sirs 

I am writing to make a formal application for membership in the Western 
Pennsylvania Numismatic Society, in response to my friend E, Tomlinson Fort's 
recommendation on my behalf. My educational background has revolved around 
poth a general overview of European history and culture and a special emphasis 
on Germany, particularly the German Middle Ages. I received a Bachelor of Arts 
Degree from the Pennsylvania State University followed by graduate work in German 
medieval history from the tenth through the thirteenth centuries, focusing on 
regional aristocratic relationships. (In connection with this I acquired a know- 
ledge of German and Latin.) I ama member of the Medieval Academy of America, 
and in the last year I have given papers at two academic conferences on politics 
in thirteenth century Austria. In October of this year I presented a joint paper 
with Mr. Fort at the Fifteenth Annual Pennsylvania Association of Numismatists 
Convention entitled “Return to Imperial Gold: The Augustales Coinage of the Emperor 


Frederick II of Hohenstaufen." 


My interest in numismatics has arisen from my study of concepts of lordship 


in the German High Middle Ages. In particular, I am interested in the opening and 
exploitation of silver mines in the Harz Mountain region of Saxony in the tenth 
century and at Freisach in the thirteenth century, and their effects on coinage 
and minting rights in Saxony and Austria respectively. I am currently conducting 
research on the minting rights of the southeastern German aristocracy in the late 


twelfth and early thirteenth centuries, and on the subsequent circulation of 


coinages such as the Freisacher pfemig and its imitations. As a consequence of 
these interests I have pegun building a collection of examples of the relevant 
coin types, especially the south German silver pfennig issued by both royal and 
local mints. 

I hope that my knowledge of numismatics and European history in general, 


and of medieval Germany in particular as outlined above will be of value to the 


Society. Because of the distances involved, I will not be able to attend meetings 


on a regular basis, and I hope that you might consider me for election as a 
corresponding member, In that context I would be happy to correspond with other 
members, -Placing my background at your disposal. I would also attend as many 
Society functions as geographical considerations permit, and pay whatever fees and 


dues are requested. I look forward to hearing from you. 


Sincerely 


tlh hy 


Richard H. Hayes 


Selected Siege Currency 


by 


Lawrence C. Korchnak 


Presented to the Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 
October 5, 1993 


A Stubborn General and the Money Used to Cover His Expenses 


sent to evacuate Egyptian troops in the Sudan in 1884, 
General Charles Gordon decided to stay against the wishes of 
his Prime Minister. He died during a long siege leaving 
strange paper money as a numismatic legacy... 


In 1881, an Egyptian boatbuilder proclaimed himself to 
be the reincarnation of the prophet Mohammed. This “ruler 
of righteousness" was known as the Mahdi. Vowing to cleanse 
the Sudan of the despised British and Egyptian occupation 
troops, the Mahdi's holy war put great pressure on the 
colonial empire of Great Britain. 


Not wishing to become caught up in an extended colonial 
war, British Prime Minister Gladstone sent General Charles 
Gordon to evacuate the Sudan. 


Once in the Sudan, General Gordon ignored his orders to 
evacuate. He boldly refused to turn over the country to the 
Mahdi and his band of Muslim fanatics. Filled with a sense 
of colonial self righteousness, Gordon, instead, dug in and 
built siege fortifications at Khartoun. 


Surrounded by the Mahdi, Gordon requested additional 
troops even though he could have safely used the Nile to 
escape. Gladstone was furious, the British public was 
sympathetic, and Gordon sat smugly. 


On April 25, 1884 Gordon personally issued his own 
Paper currency in the sum of 168,500 British pounds...A 
hefty sum by anyone's standards. He stated that he was 
"responsible for the liquidation" of the entire issue and 
declared that "Anyone can bring action against me, in my 
individual capacity, to cover the money." 


The notes were printed in Arabic and carried General 
Gordon's signature. Some of the notes were reportedly inked 
by the general himself. 


However, since most of Gordon's colonial troops were 
illiterate, words and numbers were meaningless. The 
denomination of each note was represented by a geometric 
design. For example, a half moon resting on its side 
represented 5 Piastres, a circle with sawteeth represented 
500 Piastres, and a rectangle with sawteeth represented 2000 
Piastres. There was even a 50 pound note represented by a 
diamond design payable in Egyptian money...Eleven varieties 
anal. 


For nine months, these notes were as good as gold. 


Exasperated, Gladstone eventually gave in to public 
opinion and ordered his British troops in nearby Aswan to 
break the stalemate at Khartoum. 


Up to this point, the Mahdi elected not to wipe out the 
stubborn general and his troops. He chose instead to cut 

Khartoum and wait for a sign from Allah. The Mahdi 
received his sign when the troops left Aswan. 


Khartoum was savagely attacked on January 26, 1885 
after a siege of nearly one year. 


General Gordon was lost in battle that day but not 
after having issued a fascinating series of currency to pay 
his troops and cover his expenses. The Mahdi Foughe- for. a 
number of years afterwards only to succumb to Great 
Britain's superior military strength. 


Sieges, Scouts, and a Prominent Statesmén 


When war broke out between the South African Republic 
and Great Britain in 1899, the commander of the British 
troops in South Africa was besieged and forced to issue 
emergency money. 


Less than a month into the conflict, the South African 
Boers took control of the railway leading to Mafeking. 
This cut off the British troops led by Colonel R.S.S. 
Baden-Powell. In order to overcome the shortage of 
circulating coins that resulted, Baden-Powell printed notes 
"good for 1/5 275 8/7; 10/77: and.1 Pound. anounts in January 
of 1900. The 1/, 2/, and 3/ were released immediately while 
the 10/ and 1 Pound were issued in March. 


Intended to be redeemed upon the resumption of civil 
law, the Mafeking siege currency was crudely produced in an 
underground shelter. The small denominations were printed 
on cheap note paper while the 10/ and 1 Pound notes used 
the quality stationary from government and corporate 
offices. 


In their haste to produce the currency, the printers 
made a number of errors. The most notable was the 
misspelling of Colonel Baden-Powell's title on the 10/ note. 


As the siege wore on, food became scarce. The 
beleaguered British made "Sowen," a porridge from oat husks. 
Admittedly not too tasty, this concoction served to nourish 
both troops and civilians. Baden-Powell issued ration 
coupons called "Sowen Tickets" that were redeemed at 
kitchens specially set up to distibute the porridge. 


Later in the war, due to a scarcity of silver coins in 
Matabeleland, stamps were affixed to thin cardboard pieces 
and circulated as money. Still later "Siege Soup" tickets 
were printed in Kimberly near the famed diamond mines. 


What about the Boy Scouts? you ask... 


The commander of the British forces during the siege of 
Mafeking was Colonel R.S.S. Baden-Powell, founder of the 
international Boy Scouts organization. 


Nobody knows for sure the extent to which the South 
African war experiences influenced Baden-Powell's decision 
to create the Boy Scouts. We do know, however, that the Boy 
Scouts were modeled after the Border Scouts that served him 
so well during the Boer War. 


Where does the prominent statesman fit in? 


He doesn't, at least not for many years... 


For it was in this war that a young Winston Churchill 
got his first taste of battle as a not so prominent cub 
reporter for a well Known London newspaper. 


Mainz (Mayence) C1 7g 3) 


Mainz is a city in the Rhineland that was occupied by 
the French. During one of its many scuffles with Germany, 
France faced the Prussian Army here in 1793. The siege was 
a protracted one and the French were reduced to eating weeds 
and the leather from their clothing to avoid starving. 


During the siege, three coins and two issues of 
currency were circulated. The first currency issue was 
handwritten on the back of French assignats in 20 sous, 2 
livres, and 50 livres denominations. The second issue was 
printed in 5 sous, 10 sous, and 3 livres denominations. 


The Franco-Prussian stalemate lasted hundreds of days. 
The German commander resorted to floating poisoned horse 
carcasses down the river that passed through the city. This 
forced the French to station troops along the banks of the 
river to keep the starving citizenry from sure death. This 
also kept them from the Prussian attacks on the perimeters. 


The Prussians had the upper hand, however, the length 
of the siege gave the appearance of weakness causing the 
Prussian king to order his general to end the fighting. He 
did and the French troops went home to a heroes welcome! 


Palma Nova (1848) 


Palma Nova, a Northern Italian town, was besieged by 
Austrian forces under General Baron Carlo Zucchi from March 
through June of 1848. A series of very crude notes were 
issued in nine different denominations ranging from 25 
Centesimi to 100 Lire. 


zara (1813) 
A very rare 2 francs note was issued by the French 


occupying the city. The Austrians, with the help of the 
Italians, retook the city driving out Napoleon's forces. 


Colberd (1807 }- and Eriurt *€13813)) 


Colberg, a Prussian fortress, was besieged by the 
French in 1807. There were two issues of 2, 4, and 8 
Groschen. Erfurt, a city in Saxony, was occupied by French 
forces in 1813 and were besieged by the Prussians. The 
French occupation troops issued a series of 8 rare notes 
ranging from 3 Groschen to 5 Thaler. 


MINUTES WPNS MARCH, 1994 


On Tuesday evening, March 1, 1994, at 8:10 P.M., President Gerald 
Porter called the meeting to order. There were fourteen members 
and one guest, Ms. Carolyn Schumacher of the Historical Society 

of Western Pennsylvania. Because of her presence, President Porter 
moved and Rodger Hershey seconded to suspend the reading of the 


minutes and the Treasurer's report for the month of February, 1994. 


Ms. Schumacher discussed the activities of the Historical Society, 
including the manner in which they compose the inventories of the 
collections that they receive. Whenever the Historical Society 

receives a collection, because of the hours required to catalogue, 


review, and document it, it becomes necessary that the Society takes 


possession of the collection. A special form entitled "Memorandum 


of Agreement" states that any collection donated to the Historical 


Society becomes the possession of the Society. 


Any collection that the society receives is kept intact. In this 
manner, researchers would be able to use this original source of 


information without the effects of editing or prejudice. 


The Historical Society is richer in library and archival papers 
than in exhibits. The Society is constantly on the alert for new 


sources of books, toys, artifacts, and papers. 


Because the mission of the Society is preservation, it has become 
a non-circulatory library. Researchers can study and review 
materials at the library under the supervision of the Society's 
staff members. No library materials or documents can be removed 


or taken out, except for exhibits. 


All materials are handled gently with staff supervision. No marks 
or inscriptions can be put in or on the books or documents, and 


photographic equipment is not permitted. 


The Historical Society of Western Pennsylvania is an educational, 
non-profit society. There are sixty-five (65) staff members in 
the society comprised of historians, curators, photographers, and 


librarians. 


Annual membership dues are as follows: 
Individual ($30.00) 

Student and Out-of-State ($20.00) 
Household ($40.00) 

Organization ($50.00) 

Patron ($100.00) 

Friend ($250.00) 

Benefactor ($500.00) 

President's Circle ($1,000.00) 
Founder's Circle ($1,879.00) 


If you are not a member of the Society and want to study or make 


use of the information library, it will cost Two Dollars: per visit, 


The Historical Society is presently located at the corner of Bigelow 
Boulevard and Parkman Avenue in Pittsburgh. This original building 
was built in 1914. The Society's operating hours are from 9:30 

A.M. to 5:30 P.M., Monday through Saturday. Although no original 
information can be removed from the premises, a copying machine 


is available to copy any documents that may be of interest. 


The Historical Society will be breaking ground on May 9, 1994 for 
a new facility at the corner of Thirteenth Street and Smallman Street 


in the Strip District. The present Consolidated Ice Storage building 


will become the new home of the Historical Society. The new building 
will be opened in the spring of 1996. It will comprise a total 
Of£°30,000 sa. ft. 


The goal of the Society is to become the major repository of Western 


Pennsylvania history and culture. 


Financial support for the Society comes from the following: 
Buhl Foundation Grants 
National Archives Grants 
Large Donors 
Shadyside Hospital Grants 
Mellon Foundation 


Individual and Corporate Memberships 


In its collection the Society has the following items: 
500 Original Maps 
The Heinz Collection Valued at Over $1,000,000.00 
Ethnic Collections, i.e. Jews, Slavs, Poles, Italians, 
Germans, Scotts, African-Americans, Irish, and Others 
The Willow Diner From Irwin 
Early Streetcar 
Sign Collection 
Gulf Oil Artifacts 
USS Items 
Exhibits On Major Strikes In The Area 
Early Pittsburgh Air Industry Items 


The Society sends all members a newsletter entitled: "Making 


History". The Society's journal is called Pittsburgh History. 


Whenever new members are recruited, the Society furnishes them with 
a kit that is more properly termed, "A Guide for Using Your Family 


Archives Storage Kit". 


As the Historical Society continues to grow, they have set a goal 


of having 240,000 visitors frequent their new home by the year 1996. 


The Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society will determine in the 
coming months if they would want to use the Historical Society as 
a repository for safe keeping its earliest documents and artifacts. 


More will be discussed on this matter at a later date. 


ALLEGHENY PROJECT 
President Porter stated that there was nothing new to report at 


this time. 


MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
Membership Chairman, Lawrence Dziubek stated that the application 
of Richard Hayes, for corresponding membership, will be considered 


next month. 


CORRESPONDENCE 
Under correspondence it was stated that a membership application 
was received. It was also reported that a letter was received from 


the American Numismatic Association. 
WPNS MEDAL COMMITTEE 
Wayne Homren stated that there was nothing new to report at this 


time. 


OLD BUSINESS 


Lawrence Dziubek reported that the soft editions of the "History 


of Allegheny City" were received. The hard back editions should 


arrive next month. 


E. Tomlinson Fort, although not in attendance, sent word that he 

has nine articles that can be printed in the first copy of the 

W.P.N.S. Journal. Other articles from members are welcomed at this 
Pee Gee 


time. Printing of the Journal will occur.on or about June 1, 1994. 


The widow of Roy VanOrmer thanked club members for their timely 


sympathy card. 


NEW BUSINESS 

President Porter was given the name of a potential club member, 
Dennis Maschick, from W.P.N.S. club member Edward Krivoniak. To 
date, Mr. Maschick has not contacted the society for a membership 


application. 


President Porter also announced that a Pennsylvania Association 


of Numismatist's regional meeting was going to be held Saturday, 


March 5, 1994 at 1:30 P.M. at the Embers Motel and Restaurant in 
Carlisle. The main topic of discussion will be the upcoming P.A.N. 
convention at the Pittsburgh Expo Mart on October 14, 15, and 16, 
1994, 


PROGRAM 

The program for the evening was entitled "Collecting U.S. Encased 
Postage Stamps", as presented by past W.P.N.S. President, Wayne 
Homren. Wayne stated that he has been interested in encased postage 


for approximately twelve years. 


The inventor of the encased postage was s Bostonian by the name 
of John Gault. 


When the American Civil War broke out in 1861, everyone both North 
and South, hung on to their gold and silver coins. Even the copper 
cents of the time disappeared from circulation. In order to continue 
the daily business transactions of the time, grocers began packaging 


small portions of flour in bags with a face value or denomination 


equal to Twenty-Five Cents ($.25). 


Other merchants turned to using postage stamps for their transactions 


in $.01, $.03, and $.05 denominations. Stamps became the small 


currency of the realm. By an act of Congress, stamps became legal 


tender for the payment of debts both private and public. 


By July of 1862, the shortage of small change became critical. 

The cumbersome and almost meaningless bags of flour and the rows 

of stamps folded up and inserted into the pockets of the citizenry 
to be used in their daily transactions, were not working. The flour 
became stale; the folded rows of stamps became stuck together. 


Another medium of exchange was required. 


For a short period, postage stamps were placed in an envelope, sealed 
and the denomination of the total number or amount of stamps was 
written on the outside of the envelope. This worked until unsavory 
individuals began placing worthless pieces of paper and cardboard 


inside the envelope, thus deceiving the local merchants. 


About this time an inventor from Boston, John Gault took a copper 
disk, laid a piece of round-cut cardboard over it, placed a postage 
stamp on the cardboard disk, and set a rounded piece of mica over 
the entire assembly. He then took the assembly and crimped the 


copper edges over the entire grouping with a button making machine. 


Mr. Gault made encased postage stamps in the following denomina- 
tions: 3.01 .7$.02, 9.05, 5.08, S212); oe toy S24, 8.90, ane 5.90. 
With his invention, John Gault received a patent from the U.S. Patent 
Department. In order to finance his undertaking, he sold advertising 


space on the back of his copper disks. 


As business increased, Mr. Gault took on a partner by the name of 
Joseph Kirkpatrick, from New York city. Mr. Kirkpatrick was a 
a ee 


jeweler and their address of business became No. 1 Park Place in 


New York. 


The largest advertiser for the encased postage denominations was 


Ayer's Sasparilla of Lowell, Massachusetts. Ayers had three 


varieties - small, medium, and large. Certain ones of the copper 
cases were given a silver wash that with time and circulation wore 
ort 


There was a total of thirty-one (31) issues and thirty-four (34) 
designs that were issued. Besides Ayers, other advertisers included 
Bates, Brown, Burnett, Dougan, Drake, Hunt & Nash, Lord & Taylor, 
Mendum, Steinfeld, White, J. Bailey & Company, and a host of others. 
Of all the advertisers, most were centered in the states of New 


york and Massachusetts. 


Modern day collectors can assemble encased postage pieces according 
to denomination, merchant, or geographic area. Ninety percent of 
the encased postage came from the states of Massachusetts, New 
York,and Ohio. The Pennsylvania tokens came from the city of 
Philadelphia. No encased postage came from Pittsburgh or the 


Pittsburgh area. 


Once the United States government came out with their own paper, 
fractional currency, encased postage went out of style and was no 
longer needed. However, the shortage of gold, silver, and copper 


coins would continue throughout the Civil War years. 


With the demise of the encased postage stamp, John Gault used his 
invention to create political campaign buttons. His most famous 
campaign button today is the encased Abraham Lincoln - Andrew 


Johnson, Republican button of the 1864 Presidential campaign. 


EXHIBITS 

After Wayne Homren's informative presentation, individual club 
members discussed and displayed a wide array of collector items 
that were brought to the meeting. These exhibits included four 
Groninger pieces; a Swiss dollar; a coin holder from 1901 to 1902 
from a state exhibition in Charleston, South Carolina; a book on 


New Zealand coins; a Zapata coin book; and five Maundy sets. 


MEETING ADJOURNMENT 
After the members discussed the individual exhibits that they had 
brought to the meeting, a motion to adjourn the meeting was made 


at 10:15 P.M. by Charles Erb and seconded by Richard Gaetano. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Z Ma dp place 


Donald D. Carlucci 


Secretary 


Che Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 


13.0. Box 23404, Pittsburgh, PA 15222-9998 


April 5, 1994 


Carnegie Group Offices, 
5 PPG Place 


7:00 P.M. Meeting at 8:15 P.M. 


The March 1, 1994 meeting of W.P.N.S was attended by fourteen 
members. 


The program for the evening of April 5, 1994 will be "The 1926 
National Sesqui-Centennial" as presented by club member, Richard 
Gaetano. 


At this meeting, a discussion and vote on the corresponding 
membership of Richard Hayes will be made. 


During the month of April the following Coin Shows will be held: 


e April 9-10 Central PA Numismatic Association 
Farm & Home Center 
Route 72 & Arcadia Road 
Lancaster, PA 


April 10 Collectible Show 
Castle Shannon Memorial Firehall 
Route 88 
Castle Shannon, PA 


Aras ay Anthracite Coin Club 
St. Michaels Recreation Center 
300 Fem Street 
Freeland, PA 


We'll see you on Tuesday, April 5, 1994. Bring a friend! Bring 
an exhibit! Be there! 
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Imagine the $L@ opportunity 
to know more aba the 
men and women of Western 
Pennsylvanias past. A 
chance to glimpse at their 
eo lives... what they held 
ear... what caused them to 
worry ... what made them 
laugh ... and how, ¢ogether, 
they managed to build one of 
the most vibrant regions in 
the world. 


There's an 
Exciting Past 
in Your Future. 


Join the Historical Society 
@ Western Pennsylvania 
today. 


Detatch and mail 


@ I'dlike tobe part of the Historical 
Society of Western Pennsylvania and its new Pittsburgh 


Regional History Center. 


I am a new member. 


I am renewing my membership. 


Please enter my membership at the level checked below: 
Individual ($30) 

Student and Out-of-State ($20) 

Household ($40) 

Organization ($50) 

Patron ($100) 

Friend ($250) 

Benefactor ($500) 

President’s Circle ($1,000) 

Founders’ Circle ($1,879) 


Name 
Address 
City 
Telephone 


Please make check payable to the 
Historical Society of Western Pennsylvania 
and mail to 


4338 Bigelow Boulevard, Pittsburgh, PA 15213. 


A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained 

from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll-free within 

Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement. 
— PA Act 202. 


A Wealth 
of History for You 
THE BENEFITS 


OF MEMBERSHIP 


As a member of the Historical 
Society of Western Pennsyl- 
vania, you can take advantage 
of the Society’s many 
programs and resources, 
including: 
¢ An inside view of the 
development of the new 
Pittsburgh Regional 
History Center; 
Free admission to the 
Society's library and 
archives, as well as museum 
exhibits; 
Four issues of the award- 
winning Pittsburgh History 
magazine; 
Four issues of the Society’s 
quarterly newsletter, 
Making History; 
Invitations to special 
‘members only’ events; 
Discounts on the Society’s 
tours, lectures, films, and 
library fees; 
Discounts on items pur- 
chased in the Society's gift 
shop, featuring unusual gift 
ideas perfect for holiday 


giving and special occasions. 


Our Special 
Gift to You 
THE FAMILY ARCHIVES 


STORAGE KIT 


What better way to discover 
your past than preserving 


your own family history? Our 


Family Archives Storage 

Kit —avatlable to new members 
of the Historical Society of 
Western Pennsylvania —is a 
perfect way to begin. The kit 
includes: an acid-free 
document storage box with 
folders, labels, and envelopes 
for protection of your family 
papers and photographs, plus 


tips on how to care for your 


personal archives. 


There’s 

More! 
The Society has many 
activities planned for your 


enjoyment in the months to 


come, including: 


On-going Exhibits 

¢ “Light & Sunshine to So 
Many Hearts: A History of 
Schenley Park” (May - 
October, at the Park Visitor 
Center) 

e “Pittsburgh Rhythms: The 
Music of a Changing City, 
1840-1930” on exhibit now 


Historical Tours 

¢ Walking and bus tours of 
local neighborhoods, 
churches, synagogues, and 


other regional historic sites 


Plus: Guest Lectures & 
Workshops throughout the 
year 


There’s An Exciting 
Past in Our Future, Too. 
The Historical Society of 
Western Pennsylvania 
recently has been making 
some important history of its 
own. It is now building the 
new Pittsburgh Regional 
History Center, scheduled to 
open in 1996 in the century- 


old Chautauqua Lake Ice 
Company building in 
Pittsburgh’s historic Strip 
District. 

When complete, this 
160,000 square foot world- 
class history center will 
include museum galleries, an 
expanded library and 
archives, a 300-seat theater, a 
discovery room for children, 
as well as a gift shop and 
other activities for the young 
and old alike. 

As it undertakes this 
ambitious and exciting 
project, the Historical Society 
of Western Pennsylvania 
needs your support and 
involvement. You can help 
meet the urgent need to 
collect and save the stories, 
records, and artifacts of the 
region’s past before they are 


lost forever. Join today! 


The Historical S 


memories, ideas, and traditions. It is dedicated to 


preserving, protecting, and understanding the history 


of our families, workplaces, and communities. And 


from the early days of our nation to the technological 


revolution of today, no other place in the world can 


match the rich brocade of people and history that is 


Pittsburgh and Western Pennsylvania. 


The Historical Society is a treasure house of 


historical materials, from family photographs and 


records to ethnic crafts and old-time clothing. And 


through its current programs of fascinating guest 


lectures, extensive library and archives, its award: 


winning educational programs and special exhibits, 


the Historical Society of Western Pennsylvania 


lets you touch history. 


Historical Society of 


Western Pennsylvania 
4338 Bigelow Boulevard 


Pittsburgh, PA 15213 


Telephone 
412 338-9006 


Photographs in this brochure from the 
Archives of the Historical Society of 


Western Pennyslvania 


Cover: 
Lyon, Shorb & Company collection, 1865 


Inside: 
Italian wedding, Caspero family, 1920s 
Double Storage Rolling Mill Crew, 


J&L Corporation, 1906 
African-American family, turn of the centu 
Membership panel: 

Camp Horne collection, 1920s 
“Ohio River Dedication Cruise,” Ohio Valley 


Improvement Association, 1929 


Envelope: 
Special Agents, J&L Corporation, 1910 
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Collecting U.S. Encased Postage Stamps 


by Wayne K. Homren 
Presented to 
The Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 
March 1, 1994 


Copyright (c) 1994 
All Rights Reserved 


This paper provides an overview of Encased Postage Stamps manufactured as a substitute 
for small change during the U.S. Civil War. For more information, refer to The Standard 
Catalogue of Encased Postage Stamps by Michael J. Hodder and Q. David Bowers (Bowers and 
Merena Galleries, Wolfeboro, NH, 1989). 


Historical Background 


Throughout history, times of war have been times of great upheaval and change. 
Hostilities greatly alter local and national economies. The U.S. Civil War brought about vast 
changes in the circulating money of the nation. Citizens on both sides of the conflict began 
hoarding gold and silver, and before long there was a severe shortage of coins in circulation. 
Commerce began to suffer, and soon the population resorted to all manner of substitutes for small 
change. 


Some grocers took to filling packets with 25 cents worth of flour, to be given in change in 
place of quarters. Other merchants and individuals began printing their own paper money in small 
denominations to be used as change. These promissory "scrip" notes could be redeemed only by 
their issuers. Shoppers found themselves with pocketfuls of IOU's at the end of the day, each 
good only at the place of issue. 


Postage stamps were also pressed into service. While these had a universal value, they 
also had a severe drawback: once soiled by circulation, they would be worthless as postage. The 
adhesive backing posed further problems. Humidity and moisture from people's hands caused the 
stamps to stick to whatever surface they came in contact with. 


One solution was to place stamps inside protective envelopes, with the value written on 
the outside of the envelope. Printers and merchants eased the burden by producing small 
envelopes with values printed on the outside. While the envelopes protected the stamps, they did 
not protect recipients from miscreants who would place stamp-size squares of paper in the 
envelopes and pass them at full value. 


John Gault's Invention 


An entrepeneur from Boston named John Gault devised a solution to this dilemma: the 
encased postage stamp. Gault's invention provided a way to protect stamps while still allowing 
them to be seen. The stamps were laid on a brass disk with a small piece of cardboard backing 
between. Atop the stamp was placed a disk of clear mica. Finally, a brass frame was bent around 
the sandwich, locking the components together. About the size of a quarter, Gault's encasement 
allowed stamps to circulate without fear of damage or fraud. 


Gault recieved a patent for his invention on August 12, 1862, and contracted their 
production to the Scovill Manufacturing Company. Since encased stamps would circulate at the 
face value of the stamp, Gault needed a way to cover the cost of their manufacture (not to 
mention his profit margin). His solution to this problem was as American as apple pie: he sold 
advertising on the back of the stamp case! 


Merchants would pay Gault a premuim to produce encased postage stamps with their 
message on the back. Eventually 31 merchants (including Gault himself) would advertise 34 
different products on his encasements. Each piece carried its message from person to person as it 
changed hands in the marketplace. Gault's advertisers included some of the biggest merchandisers 
of the day. Amazingly, some of these businesses are still in operation today, including Lord & 
Taylor department store (New York), Shillito's department store (Cincinnati), and Bailey, Banks 
& Biddle jewelers. 


Eight denominations of stamps were used in Gault's encasements: 1¢, 3¢, 5¢, 10¢, 12¢, 
24¢, 30¢, and 90¢. The four smallest denominations corresponded to circulating coins and are 
the most common. The larger odd-value denominations were used only for postage and would 
have been more difficult to use in circulation. The 24¢, 30¢, and 90¢ encasements are very rare. 


Gault's invention served a very useful purpose in its time, but it was soon made obsolete in 
the Union by Postage and Fractional Currency. These notes began appearing in August 1862, the 
same month as Gault's patent. As the new notes became more plentiful, they drove from 
circulation nearly all other coin substitutes, including Gault's encased postage stamps. 


The Issuers 
Gault Himself 
J. Gault Gault issued one type of encasement showing only the name J. Gault and the 


patent date of his invention. These were undoubtably samples used to advertise his own 
product. 


Kirkpatrick & Gault Later Gault moved to New York City and took on Joseph 
Kirkpatrick as a partner. The team of Kirkpatrick & Gault issued an encasement bearing a 
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more extensive message: Applications for advertising on this currency to be addressed to 
€ Kirkpatrick & Gault, No. I Park Place, N.Y. 


The Massachusetts Merchants 


Since Gault was living in Boston in 1862, it seems natural that many of the earliest issuers 
of encased postage stamps were based in Massachusetts. The largest of these was J. C. Ayer & 
Co. of Lowell, MA. Ayer manufactured patent medicines. His products were used around the 
world. Three different Ayer's messages graced Gault's encased postage stamps. Ayer's pieces are 
the most common of all encased postage stamps. 


James C. Ayer and Company (Lowell, MA) 


Ayer's Cathartic Pills These were a digestive remedy packaged in small boxes wrapped 
in ornate paper. 


Ayer's Sarsaparilla Ayer's advertising states that his Sarsaparilla is "a skillfully- 
prepared combination of the best alternative medicines, classified in science as blood- 
purifiers." There are three major varieties of this encasement, with "Ayer's" appearing in 
small, medium, and large letters. 


¢ Take Ayer's Pills This encasement says it all. 


Boston, MA 


Joseph L. Bates began his career as a maker of musical instruments in 1828. He 
expanded to include umbrellas and combs and later opened a store on Washington Street 
near Faneuil Hall. His line of Fancy Goods eventually included ornate frames and art 
objects. While he prospered for some time, he suffered greatly in the Panic of 1873, and 
died broke in 1886. 


Brown's Bronchial Troches John I. Brown was an apothecary who ran a small 
drugstore in south Boston. His sideline of medical products made him a wealthy man. His 
Bronchial Troches were a throat remedy popular with singers, actors, and public speakers. 


Burnett's Cooking Extracts Joseph Burnett founded a perfume and extracts business in 
1837 at the age of 17. He was a likable and popular philanthopist, who died tragically ina 
carriage accident in 1894. 


Burnett's Cocoaine Kalliston This encasement advertised Burnett's personal care 
products. Cocoaine was a coconut oil based hair care product, and Kalliston was a skin 
cream. 


Hopkinton, MA 


Arthur Claflin Born in Hopkinton in 1836, Arthur M. Claflin first sought his fortune in 
Atchison, Kansas, where he opened a general store. Violence between pro- and anti- 
slavery settlers led him to return to his hometown. This time he started the clothing store 
advertised on his encasements. After the Civil War he returned to Kansas to marry the 
sweetheart he left behind. 


The New York Merchants 
There were seven issuers of Encased Postage in New York City: 


Aerated Bread Co. Invented by Stephen Ambler of Brooklyn, Aerated Bread was 
produced by a process involving carbonated gas instead of yeast. It was popular at first as 
a novelty item, but the business failed by 1864. 


Dougan the Hatter Dougan's business was located in the Wall Street area of the city. 
His encasement is the only one to feature a picture of the advertised product - a hat. 


Drake's Plantation Bitters Patrick H. Drake's concoction featured 100 proof rum as its 
main ingredient. It was a popular product at a time when alcohol was taxed but 
"medicines" were not. His cryptic slogan "S.T.1860.X" appeared on all Bitters bottles and 
advertising, prompting much speculation and free publicity. 


Hunt & Nash (Irving House) Located at Broadway and 12th Street (near Union 
Square), Irving House was a fashionable hotel in its day. Their encasements promoted the 
hotel's European Plan, where rooms were charged at a flat rate with additional services 
available for a fee. 


Lord & Taylor In partnership with his wife's uncle John Taylor, English immigrant 
Samuel Lord began a dry goods business in New York's Greenwich Village in 1830. Lord 
& Taylor expanded into America's first Department Store, opening in 1853. By 1862 their 
business operated in three locations. The flagship store on Broadway was damaged in the 
1863 draft riots. 


Mendum's Family Wine Emporium George Mendum's establishment at Broadway 
and Cedar was a combination saloon and delicatessen. It became a tourist attraction 
during the Civil War. 


North America Life Insurance Co. Nathan Morgan was the first actuary for the 
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newly-formed Manhattan Life Insurance Company in 1851. He made history of sorts by 
writing the first group insurance policy 1854 (covering a group of 700 Chinese laborers 
working on the Panama Canal). In 1862 he founded his own firm, North America Life 
Insurance Co. The firm prospered during the Civil War, but failed in the Panic of 1873. 


S. Steinfeld Simon Steinfeld's store was at 70 Nassau Strret, near Dougan the Hatter (at 
102 Nassau). He sold French Cognac Bitters, another high-alcohol content patent 
medicine. 


White the Hatter George White's business was located at 216 Broadway, the same 
building as P.T. Barnum's famous American Museum. During 1863 he issued civil war 
store cards. A Confederate sympathizer set fire to the building on Thanksgiving Day 
1864, greatly damaging White's stock. 


Philadephia Merchants 


J. Bailey & Co. Founded in 1832, J. Bailey & Co. was America's largest jewelry firm by 
1862. Their address at 819 Chestnut street is misspelled "Chesnut" on their encasement. 
The firm is still in business today as Bailey, Banks, & Biddle. 


G. G. Evans George G. Evans was a successful and diversified entrepeneur. His primary 
business was selling books, and he evantually opened stores in New York and Boston.’ He 
sold California Wines as well, and this product is advertised on his encasements. Evans 
was the publisher of the ///ustrated History of the United States Mint, published in various 
editions from 1885 to 1901. Evans encasements are slightly different from the others, and 
do not bear Gault's patent notice. 


N & G Taylor & Co. In business since 1810, the N & G Taylor company 
manufactured and sold a wide variety of metal products, including tin plate, sheet iron and 
copper, machine tools, cans, and utensils. 


The Midwest Merchants 


Chicago, IL 


Gage Brother & Drake (Tremont House) This lavishly appointed hotel was built in 


1850 and acquired three years later by brothers David and George Gage. In 1855 John B. 
Drake bought a 25% interest in the hotel. George Gage was a friend of fellow Republican 
Abraham Lincoln. He sold his interest in the hotel to Drake and was later elected to the 
Illinois state legislature. The building was destroyed in the great Chicago Fire in 1871. It 
was rebuilt by a new owner in 1873. 


John W. Norris The son of a lawyer, Norris opened his newspaper dealership in 1860. 
& He sold books, magazines, and later expanded to include stationary, diaries, and 
songbooks. 


Peoria, IL 


B.F. Miles Benjamin Franklin Miles was born in Pennsylvania, studied medicine, and 
became a doctor. In 1853 he moved to Peoria to join a local drug firm. Soon he 
established his own business, selling drugs, paints, oil, and glassware.The Miles 
encasement is the rarest in the series. Only seven examples are believed to exist today. 


Evansville, IN 


H.A. Cook Cook moved with his family from New York City to Evansville shortly 
before the Civil War. His father opened a grocery business which the younger Cook later 
expanded into a general store. 


Schapker & Bussing Bernard Schapker and John Bussing were two German 
immigrants who formed a partnership in 1860. Their dry goods business continued until 
the Panic of 1873 forced them to close. 


Detroit, MI 


Frederick Buhl A second-generation German immigrant, Buhl formed a partnership 
with his brother in 1833, buying the business of a deceased Detroit hatter. His brother left 
the business and 1855. Buhl was a very successful businessman and also served as Mayor 
of Detroit. His business was still in operation in 1900. 


Cincinnati, OH 


L.C. Hopkins Lewis C. Hopkins entered the dry goods business as a delivery boy at the 
age of 16. He married his boss' daughter and became a partner in the business. By 1861 
he was the sole proprietor. He prospered during the Civil War by supplying the Union 
Army with uniforms and other goods. 


Ellis, McAlpin & Co, John W. Ellis and George Washington McAlpin operated a 
wholesale dry goods business, selling merchandise to Midwestern and Southern 
distributors. 


Pearce, Tolle & Holton This partnership, formed in 1860, was also a wholesale dry 
goods distributor, shipping merchandise down the Mississippi river. 


John Shillito & Co. This dry goods store, founded in 1830, "The Oldest Store West of 
cd the Alleghenies" remained in the family until 1928 and is still in operation today. 


Milwaukee, WI 


Sands' Ale Josiah J. Sands was a Chicago brewer who developed a process for giving 
greater shelf life to his ale. This allowed him to expand his business to a larger 
geographical area. In 1859 he purchased a Milwaukee brewery and operated it 
successfully throughout the Civil War. It was sold in 1867. Sands' Ale encasements are 
the second rarest in the series - only eight specimens are known. 


The Canadian Issuer 


Weir & Larminie William Weir and G.H. Larminie were bankers and bullion dealers in 
Montreal, Canada. Bank auditors discovered several dubious loans authorized by Weir. 
He was indicted, tried, and convicted of fraud.He died after being released from prison. 


Rarity 


All encased postage is rare today. Many were destroyed shortly after issue by people 
seeking to use the stamps for postage. The surviving pieces were saved as souvenirs, eventually 
ending up in the hands of collectors. 


Robert Kincaid of Hastings, Nebraska compiled extensive charts listing pieces from all 
major collections and auctions. These charts were the basis for the rarity estimates in the Hodder- 
Bowers book. 


The following table summarizes Kincaid's results. Be aware that rating rarity is not an 
exact science. While it is possible to get detailed counts on pieces impounded in well known 
collections, it is much more difficult to extract meaningful counts from auction appearances. It is 
often impossible to tell if an item listed in different auctions implies the existence of several 
different pieces, or is only the reappearance of the same individual specimen. These numbers are 
only a general guide. Where Kincaid lists a small number of appearances (fewer than 20) the 
table contains his exact count. For higher populations the numbers are round figures. For 
example, Kincaid concluded that “over 300" 3¢ Ayer's Sarsaparilla pieces exist. The approximate 
number "300" appears in the table. 


Kincaid's efforts have been continued by Fred Reed. Reed's records currently list about 
8,000 appearances of encased postage stamps. However, I have been informed by Mr. Reed that 
the proportion of each type is similar in both lists. Thus the relative rarities of pieces as shown by 
Kincaid's results are still fairly accurate. 
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Type/Denomination 
Lord & Taylor 


Steinfeld 


Collecting Encased Postage by Denomination 


There are several ways to collect encased postage stamps. Stamp collectors may desire 
one example of each of the eight denominations. The following table summarizes rarity by 
denomination. Note that the four smallest denominations account for over 90% of all encased 
postage stamps. 


147 4.46% 9.37% 


Collecting Encased Postage by Merchant 


The most popular way to collect encased postage stamps is by merchant. Several 
merchant issues are extremely rare, and completing a set is a very difficult goal. The following 
table orders the merchants by overall rarity. 
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Another way to look at the series is by geographic region. For example, collectors of 
New York tokens might want to include encased postage stamps by New York issuers in their 
collections. The following table outlines the regions by rarity and issuers. Note that the three 
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Collecting by Geographic Region 


largest regions (Massachusetts, New York, and Ohio) account for 68% of the types and nearly 
90% of all individual pieces. 
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Junta, Records, 1882-1984 


Historical Society of Western Pennsylvania Archives MSS# 39 
Ten boxes (Boxes 1-10); 4.75 linear feet 


Organizational History of the Junta Club (1882-) 


The Junta Club was founded in 1882 by Charles D. Scully, who with 
nine other men, created a forum to promote the discussion of 
issues relating to literature, politics, current events, and 
other topics of interest. The founders of the Junta framed a 
comprehensive constitution which included directions on the 
frequency and time of meetings, the appropriate food which would 
be provided to those in attendance, and a dress code which 
mandated formal attire to all meetings. The club met monthly 
during the fall, winter and spring and discussed a single subject 
each meeting. For each meeting, one member would serve as the 
host, one would prepare a lecture on the subject and another 
would serve as an alternate. The member preparing the lecture 
would often need to conduct a great deal of research on that 
subject because the subjects were selected independent of the 
members presenting them. The topics of the speeches were picked 
well over a year in advance with a rotating assignment to members 
to prepare a lecture for that meeting. 


The membership of the Junta was formed primarily of businessmen, 
doctors, lawyers, university professors and administrators, and 


architects. In its early years, the club drew from the elite 
Pittsburgh Society as evidenced by membership held by H. C. 
Frick, and Andrew Mellon. In later years, the membership of the 
Junta was taken more from intellectual circles from the 
university and museum ranks including historian Robert Alberts, 
and conservationist M. Graham Netting. The Junta maintained a 
relatively diverse membership which promoted discussions and 
speeches on a wide variety of topics including world affairs, 
academic issues (especially history) and personal accounts of 
vacations and expeditions. Membership in the Junta was strictly 
limited to 35 men, and the leadership of the club was required in 
the bylaws to change every year. The meetings of the Junta were 
originally held monthly at the home of one of its members but 
soon became a fixture at the University Club in Pittsburgh's 
Oakland neighborhood. Around the club's thirtieth anniversary in 
1912, the club adopted a new focus and molded their organization 
after Benjamin Franklin's Junto. Franklin's Junto held as its 
main objectives the stimulation of the mind with formal contact 
with other brilliant men and nourishing the intellectual spirit 
by partaking in manly fellowship. In honor of Franklin, the 
Junta moved their annual banquet to a date close to Franklin's 
birthday. 


Scope and Content Note 


The Junta Club Records are housed in ten archival boxes and are 
arranged alphabetically by folder title. These records include 
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correspondence, financial records, minutes, programs, and 
speeches. While there are occasional gaps in the meeting 
minutes, these records provide a comprehensive documentation of 
the club's activities and organization. The minutes include 
attendance, membership information, business discussed and 
information relating to the specific subject discussed at the 
meetings. For the most part, early meeting minutes provide 
detailed accounts of the speeches and the discussions. Later 
meeting minutes provide less information and often only briefly 
discuss the topic raised by that evening's meeting. The lack of 
transcripts of the lectures and discussions of these later 
meetings are supplemented by the copies of many speeches 
presented at the Junta from 1942 until 1984. These speeches are 
arranged chronologically and were prepared by members on a wide 
variety of topics. While subject entries have been provided for 
a few major areas of discussion (education, foreign relations, 
medicine and Benjamin Franklin), these few entries do not fully 
cover the wide variety of topics raised by members of the Junta. 
Administrative material, including copies of the constitution and 
correspondence, primarily documents operational aspects of the 
Junta, including appointments, recommendations, and resignations 
of members. Financial records are incomplete and provide only a 
cursory examination of the club's fiscal health. Included are 
early bank books and later treasurers reports. Additional 
financial information may be found in the minutes. Material 
relating to the banquets held by the Junta primarily includes 
printed programs. These programs list the meals served, order of 
the speakers and after 1912, information on or writings by 
Benjamin Franklin. Yearly topic programs provide an index to the 
individual meetings and the discussions held there. 


Provenance: These materials came in four accessions and were 
combined into one body of records in 1976. 


Rec# .1975.i75 Gift of Robert Alberts, (Records. Mr. 
Alberts was a longtime member of the 
Junta and gave these records on behalf 
of the Junta). 


ARoc#-1975.176 of M. G. Netting, (Records. Mr. Netting 
was a longtime member of the Junta and 
gave these records on behalf of the 
Junta). 


ACctna do S677 of Frederick Hetzel, (Records. Mr. 
Hetzel was a longtime member of the 
Junta and gave these records on behalf 
of the Junta). 
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Acc# 1976.308 Gift of Edward Williams, (Records, primarily 
speeches. Mr. Williams was a longtime 
member of the Junta and gave these 
records on behalf of the Junta). 


Restrictions: None. 


Separations: None. 


Catalog Entries: The following entries are included in the 
Library and Archives catalog. 


main entry: Junta (Pittsburgh, Pa.). 


subject 


Clubs--Pennsylvania--Pittsburgh. 
entries 


Education--Pennsylvania--Pittsburgh. 

Franklin, Benjamin (1706-1790). 
Medicine--Pennsylvania--Pittsburgh. 
Men--Pennsylvania-Pittsburgh--Societies and Clubs. 
Pittsburgh (Pa.)--Social Life and Customs. 

United States--Foreign Relations. 


oO) O2 I CO NOME ae 


added 
entries 


Alberts, Robert C. 

Alexander, Rev. Maitland (1867-1932). 
Belfour, Stanton (1906-1969). 

Erick,- Henry Clay (1949-1912); 
Holland, William Jacob (1848-1932). 
Mellon, Andrew (1855-1937). 

Netting, M. Graham. 

Scully, Charles D. 


a 
2 
3 
4. 
D 
6 
7 
8 


e 


Processor: c1976; Original inventory by Ruth Salisbury Reid. 
August 18, 1993; Records rearranged and inventory 
rewritten by Erin Clougherty. 


Container List 


Box 1 Folder Constitution c1882-1962 
Correspondence and Membership 
Folder 1912-1916 
Folder 1931-1952 
Folder 1953-1956 
Folder 1957-1960 
Folder 1961-1965 
Folder 1966-1971 
Folder 1972-1977 
Folder Financial Records 1912-1965 


volume 
volume 
volume 
volume 


Folder 
Folder 
Folder 
Folder 
Folder 
Folder 
Folder 


Folder 
Folder 
Folder 
Folder 
Folder 
Folder 


Folder 
Folder 
Folder 
Folder 
Folder 
Folder 
Folder 
Folder 


Folder 


Folder 
Folder 
Folder 
Folder 
Folder 


Folder 
Folder 
Folder 
Folder 
Folder 
Folder 


Folder 
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Minutes 
1882-May 1888 
October 1888-February 1893 
March 1893-March 13, 1894 
March 27, 1894-1895 


December 30, 1895-May 1896 
October 13, 1896-May 1897 
October 12, 1897-May. 1898 
October 18, 1898-May 2, 1899 
November 26, 1901-May 7, 1907 
October 15, 1907-May 11, 1909 
October 12, 1909-April 12, 1910 


Apri 29, I9L0-Mayoti, 2311 
Oetober -10, -191i-Aprit: 25, ° 1925 
May 1d; ..19 15-May-2537 1922 

October 7, 1924-October 5, 1926 
October 19, 1926-May 26, 1931 
October 6, 1931-October 20, 1936 


November 3, 1936-October 17, 1939 
October 31, 1939-May 21, 1946 
October 15, 1946-October 5, 1954 
October 2, 1956-December 8, 1959 
February 9, 1960-May 18, 1965 
October 5, 1965-May 21, 1968 
October 1, 1968-December 7, 1975 
December 7, 1976-December 2, 1980 


1983-1984 
Programs 

Banquet 
1397719909 
i240~1925 
1926-1942 
1945=12958 
1959-1984 


Topic Books 
1895-1934 
1937-1952 
1954-1970 
1971-1980 
Invitations 1946-1977 
Miscellaneous 1913-1977 
Speeches 
1942-1955 


Folder 
Folder 
Folder 
Folder 
Folder 
Folder 
Folder 


Folder 
Folder 
Folder 
Folder 
Folder 
Folder 


Folder 
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Historical Society of Western Pennsylvania 
Library & Archives Division 


Guide for Using Your Family Archives Storage Kit 


Preserving Your 
Family Documents 


All the wonderful things that you and your 
parents and your grandparents have been 
saving over the years, things that bring back 
memories of work, play and home, tell the 
Story of your family. Since you want them 
to last as long as possible, give them the 
Same care that we do at the Archives of the 
Historical Society. . 


To preserve your materials for generations 
to come, store papers and photographs in 
folders and boxes that are strong enough to 
last, made of acid neutral papers or plastics, 
and the right size to hold the things 
comfortably without folds. This kit has 
samples of these storage materials. 


Organizing the Materials 


Arrange papers and photographs by family 
member and by date and place them into 
folders. If you want to identify the 
photographs, write gently on the back with 
PENCIL, never pen, or place each 
photograph in a folder and write the: 
description on the folder. For descriptive 
information of your items, write on a 
separate sheet of acid-free paper to identify 
or explain an item, so you keep the piece in 
its original condition. 


General rules: 
* Use pencil (ink will damage paper). 
* Scotch tape, Post-its, and glues are acidic 


and will bleed through and damage your 
documents. 


* Rubber bands and paper clips rot and rust. 


* Use non-acid plastics. The plastics you 
get at the supermarket or the drug store are 
not safe for storing papers or photographs. 
Use clear polyester or mylar sleeves, not 
polyvinylchloride (vinyl). 


Making a List 


A list of the folders and envelopes in the box 
will be helpful now and in the future. It 
makes it easier to find items that you are 
Saving. An example: 


Smith Family Papers 

Box list: 

Papers of Bob Smith (1825-1901) 

Folder ] Correspondence, 1879-1900 
Folder 2 Financial records, 1869-1902 
Envelope Photographs, 1890-1895 


Papers of Sam Smith (1859-1917) 
Envelope Birth Certificate, 1859 
Folder 3 Diary, 1874-1875 


Someone looking at this list will know right 
away what you have saved. Write titles and 
dates on your folders and envelopes to help 

you find treasures in your archives. 


How to Use the Enclosed 
Archival Supplies 


The enclosed catalog from Time Preservers 
discusses at length the need for using 
archival supplies in the preservation of your 
papers. Below is a supplement to that list 
that will instruct you on the specific uses of 
the enclosed materials. 


Pencil: 

While a pencil has obvious uses, for archival 
work there are two very important ones. 
First, since the cost of archival supplies is so 
great, archivists commonly use pencils to 
mark folders and envelopes. Then when 
corrections are made or folders split or 
combined, the folder titles can be erased and 
used again. Second, pencils can be used to 
identify certain documents without 
permanently altering them. For example, a 
photograph in an acidic envelope might 
contain important information, that could be 
recorded directly on the back with pencil, 
allowing you to discard the envelope. This 
way, further deterioration of the photograph 
from exposure to acidic paper can be 
drastically reduced. 


Acid Free Labels: 

Simple adhesives in tape or post-it notes are 
highly acidic and their contact with artifacts 
should be avoided at all times. The enclosed 
labels use a special adhesive that is not 
acidic and can safely be used on file folders. 


Acid Free Envelopes: 

These envelopes are made with heavy-stock 
acid-free paper to protect small or loose 
items that might be hard to manage in a file 
folder. You may use these envelopes for 
anything from single photographs to bulky 
material including scrapbooks, diaries, or 
batches of old snapshots. 


Mylar Sleeve: 

One of the basic problems with keeping 
visual items in paper envelopes is the desire 
to repeated look at the photograph or 
document. One way to provide proper 
stability and preservation is to use a mylar 
sleeve. The photograph is then protected 
from contact with acidic paper, and is 
available for constant viewing. Best of all, 
placing a photograph in a mylar sleeve is 
reversible, which means that you can easily 
remove the photo should you wish to have it 
reproduced or repaired. Avoid lamination 
because the process is not reversible and the 
acid adhesive will eventually destroy the 
document or photograph. 


Letter Size Acid Free Folders: 

The most commonly used archival products 
are these folders and the accompanying 
archival box. These folders have two 
creases on the bottom and can hold a pile of 
documents 1/2 inch thick. They are ideal for 
letters, larger photographs and most 
publications. Since most of the paper 
generated in the past 100 years is acidic, 
special documents should be placed ina 
folder by itself, thus preventing any contact 
with acidic paper. 


Acid Free Storage Box: 

These boxes provide archival materials an 
acid-free environment that will better 
preserve items than standard office boxes. 
There are numerous sizes of these boxes that 
will fit every need from letter and legal size 
to newspaper size. 


If you have any further questions, please feel 
free to write: 


Family Archives Storage Kit 
Library & Archives Division ~ 
Historical Society of Western Pennsylvania 
4338 Bigelow Boulevard 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15213 


Historical Society of Western Pennsylvania 


Bridging the Past to Our Future 
MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT 


‘The Historical Society of Western Pennsylvania has accepted with sincere gratitude and appreciation your 
gift of: 


Received by: Title: 
for the Historical Society of Western Pennsylvania 


I, the undersigned, hereby offer to the Historical Society of Western Pennsylvania as an unrestricted Gift 
the objects described above, to which I have clear title. I assign both physical and literary rights of the 
item(s), unless covered by prior copyright restrictions, to the [istorical Society of Western Pennsylvania. 
‘This gift is made with no limiting conditions or restrictions and such objects may be exhibited, stored, 
loaned, maintained, reproduced, or disposed of in such a manner as is in the sole discretion of the 
Historical Society of Western Pennsylvania. 
DATE: DONOR’S SIGNATURE: 

NAME: 


ADDRESS: 
PHONE: 


May we list your name in our Annual Report as a donor? 


If yes, please print your name as your would like it to appear: 


4338 Bigelow Boulevard Pittsburgh, PA 15213 412-681-5533 


Amber Club of Pittsburgh, Records, ci1900-1967 


Historical Society of Western Pennsylvania Archives MSS# 65 
Three boxes (Boxes 1-3); 1.25 linear feet 


Historical Sketch of the Amber Club of Pittsburgh (1886-1968) 


The Amber Club of Pittsburgh was founded in 1869 by George 
Westinghouse as a meeting place and boarding home for fifteen 
bachelors who relocated to Pittsburgh to work at Westinghouse's 
Air Brake Company. Membership was offered to men only with 
unanimous acceptance by the existing club membership and was 
terminated by marriage or relocation to another city. 

Eventually, members no longer needed to work for Westinghouse to 
be eligible for membership, but were still informally known as 
the Westinghouse Engineers. The first home of the Amber Club was 
on Highland Avenue in Pittsburgh's East End, but was soon after 
relocated to Murtland Avenue, close to George Westinghouse's 
home. In order to reduce his own personal operating expenses, 
George Westinghouse moved the club to Murtland Avenue and used 
his personal staff to work there. This arrangement continued 
only for a short time, as the club soon became independent of Mr. 
Westinghouse. From 1901 until 1937, the club was located at Long 
Avenue and from March 1937 until the dissolution of the club in 
late 1960s, the club was located at 5922 Howe Street in the 
Shadyside neighborhood of Pittsburgh. The club maintained a 
rigid organizational structure with a president, vice-president, 
Se PteLary and treasurer, as well as a house manager. The house 
manager's duties included planning the menu for evening meals, 
hiring employees, and managing the general care of the home. In 
addition, a weekly "boss" was chosen to serve as a father figure 
at the dinner table by saying grace and reprimanding members for 
foul language or gestures at the dinner table. 


Scope and Content Note 


The Amber Club Records are housed in three archival boxes and are 
arranged alphabetically by folder title with miscellaneous 
materials arranged to the rear. These records include acon cal 
material, correspondence, financial material relating to the 
operation of the club, real estate material and other sundry 
items. The greatest concentration of material relates to the 
financial operation of the club, real estate and membership 
concerns. Financial material primarily includes treasurer's 
reports and ledgers listing both member and vendor accounts and 
comprehensively documents the financial activities from 1916-1930 
and from 1952 to 1961. Real estate material includes various 
documents relating to their house in the Shadyside neighborhood 
of Pittsburgh and their search for a new residence building in 
the early 1960s. Membership material is arranged with general 
correspondence and includes letters of resignation following 
marriage or a move to another city, and applications of new 
members. Membership information is also available through 
financial material, as much of that material documents the 
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individual member's expenses and payments. Other correspondence 
4s of a routine nature and provides little information on the 
operation of the club. Of note are undated Christmas cards from 
previous members of the Club which were sent to current members. 
Historical material includes articles on the club, official 
documents including the constitution, and retrospective listings 
of members and officers. Miscellaneous material includes 
invitations and lists of those in attendance for the Amber Club's 
parties in the early 1960s, tickets to Fraternal Order of Police 
benefits in the 1940s including a victory ball in 1945, and 
numerous resource lists of Pittsburgh area industry and commerce 
in the early 1960s. These lists emphasize personnel managers and 
were probably used by the Amber Club to find new members among 
recently hired executives and professionals who would be new to 
Pittsburgh. Invitations sent to women and men for the Amber 
Club's parties were different and each are found in these 
records. These records document the day to day operations of the 
club but provide little material documenting the management of 
the club or their relationship with the Westinghouse Company. 


Provenance: These materials came in one accession. 


Acc# 1984.33 Gift of Merrill Hess, (Records. Mr. Hess was 
a member of the Club and one of its 
officers when the Club ceased operations 
in 1968). 


Restrictions: None. 


Separations: To the Photographic Collection, one folder of 
photographs have been separately arranged as MSQ# 65. These 
photographs include group shots of members in 1949 and 1951 and 
four photographs, c1905, of the house, the grounds and Amber Club 
members in casual attire, many of whom were holding tennis 
rackets. Also included are photographs of advertisements for Oak 
Manor, a Shadyside club offering accommodation for single 
professional men, although not related to the Amber Club. 


Catalog Entries: The following entries are included in the 
Library and Archives Catalog. 


main entry: Amber Club (Pittsburgh, Pa.). 


subject 


Clubs- -Pennsylvania--Pittsburgh. 
entries 


ze 

2. Engineers--Pennsylvania--Pittsburgh. 

3. Housing--Pennsylvania--Pittsburgh. 

4. Men--Pennsylvania- -Pittsburgh--Housing. 

5. Men--Pennsylvania--Pittsburgh--Societies and Clubs. 

6. Pittsburgh (Pa.)--Commerce. 

7. Shadyside (Pittsburgh, Pa.)--Social Life and 
Customs. 

8. Single Men- - Pennsylvania- -Pittsburgh- -Housing. 
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added 1. Oak Manor (Pittsburgh, Pa.). 
entries 2. Westinghouse Electric Company (Pittsburgh, Pa.). 


Processor: c1984; Original inventory by Historical Society Staff. 
February 21, 1994; Records rearranged and inventory 
rewritten by Stephanie Ricardi and Corey Seeman. 


Container List 


Box 1 Folder Correspondence 1912-1967 
Financial Material 
Folder 1920-1964 
volume Cash Received 1958-1961 
General Ledgers 
volume 1916-February 1917 
volume March 1917-1918 


volume 1919-1920 
Folder 1952-1954 
Folder c1960-1961 

Balance Books 
volume 1917-March 1922 
volume Apral 1922-1930 


Folder Historical Material c1900-1963 
Folder Real Estate Material 1937-1965 
Folder Misc. Material c1943-1965 


MARCH, 1994 


MINUTES WPNS FEBRUARY, 1994 


On Tuesday evening, February 1, 1994, at 8:05 P.M., President Gerald 
Porter called the meeting to order. There were seventeen members 
and one guest in attendance. The minutes of the December, 1993 
meeting were read and approved. There were no minutes for the 
January, 1994 meeting since it had been canceled due to inclement 


weather. 


Treasurer, Harry Colborn gave the Treasurer's report for both the 


months of December and January. The bank balance for the month 

of December, 1993 ended with a total of Three Thousand Five Hundred 
Twenty-Eight Dollars and Eighty-Six Cents ($3,528.86) of which Six 
Hundred Dollars ($600.00) was in the Life Membership Fund. For 

the month ending January 31, 1994, Three Thousand Four Hundred 
Twenty-Six Dollars and Eighteen Cents ($3,426.18) of which Six 
Hundred Dollars ($600.00) was in the Life Membership Fund. 


ALLEGHENY PROJECT 
President Porter stated that there was nothing new to report at 


this time. 


MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 

A letter of application was received for membership from Richard 
H. Hayes of State College, PA. Mr. Hayes has been proposed for 
membership by club member, E. Tomlinson Fort. Lawrence Dziubek 
pointed out that if Richard Hayes wants to be considered for 
membership, he needs to complete the proper W.P.N.S. membership 


application. 


CORRESPONDENCE 
It was stated that there was no correspondence to report at this 


time. 


CURATOR REPORT 

Curator, Wayne Homren reported that Carolyn Schumacher of the 
Historical Society of Western Pennsylvania is very interested in 
preserving the archives of the Western Pennsylvania Numismatic 
Society. Mr. Homren suggested that the W.P.N.S. archives could 


be handled in this manner. 


OLD BUSINESS 

President Porter led a discussion as to the amount of monies or 
average balance that W.P.N.S. should have in its treasury. Since 
no constructive comments or criticisms were offered, the measure 


was tabled. 


Donald Carlucci offered an advertisement publication from Silver 
Towne describing the striking of W.P.N.S. membership medals. The 
medal membership committee composed of Wayne Homren, Richard Gaetano, 
and Donald Carlucci will study the Silver Towne publication and 


report back to the membership. 


NEW BUSINESS 
Wayne Homren reported that the numismatic book collection at the 


Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh is being reviewed. The rarest most 


valuable books will be placed in the library's rare book room. 


Some of the other numismatic publications may be returned to W.P.N.S. 
Mr. Homren will continue to update the membership as a final decision 


is reached by the library board. 


A book on the City of Allegheny has been reprinted. The publishers 
will offer two types of bindings, either the hard cover or the soft 
cover editions. The book is being reprinted by an Old Allegheny 
City Society that has been formed about seven years ago. Anyone 
interested in obtaining this important book concerning the history 


of one of our local communities should contact Lawrence Dziubek 


for complete details. 


It was noted that the Pennsylvania Association of Numismatists Annual 
Convention will be held at the Monroeville Expo Mart on October 


14, 15, and 16, 1994. 


PROGRAM 


The program for the evening was entitled “Invicta Roma: The Mint 


of Rome under Odovacar and the Ostrogoths, A.D. 476-554", as 


presented by E. Tomlinson Fort. 


Mr. Fort reported that with the disintegration of the western portion 
of the Roman empire by the Germanic hordes, many of the customs 

and traditions of the old Roman Empire remained intact. The monetary 
system remained essentially the same with the gold coinage being 


struck at Rome. 


Three denominations were struck, solidi, semisses (one half a 
solidus) and tremisses (one third of a solidus). The solidus was 
the main unit of gold produced during the late Roman, Ostrogoth, 
and early Byzantine periods and was the standard upon which all 


other denominations were based. 


Besides the gold coins of the time, silver issues were minted. 

The silver coinage from the reign of Odovacar are extremely rare 
with only a few pieces surviving today. The obverse of this coin 
has the name of the king, Flavius Odovacar. The reverse consists 


of a royal monogram. 


The bronze coinage of this time demonstrated the most innovative 
practices. These pieces were the most plentiful and used in daily 


commerce. 


Mr. Fort concluded that the Ostrogoths were able to maintain the 
quality of the Italian coin throughout most of the period of their 


control of the peninsula. 


One reason for this success must lie in the fact that the Germanic 
kings used Roman officials to administer the mints. Likewise, the 
artistic skill demonstrated by the Italian die-cutters is not equaled 
by those of a contemporary state. The final reason for their success 
was that the Ostrogoth's re-introduction of a substantial silver 

and bronze coinage certainly filled an important need in the Italian, 


as well as the Mediterranean economy. 


EXHIBITS 


After E. Tomlinson Fort's lively and informative presentation, 


individual club members discussed and displayed a wide array of 
collector items that were brought to the meeting. These exhibits 
included books from the American Revolution; an elephant made of 
jadite; a pamphlet on book bindings; a Panama gold, twenty Balboa 
set; a Portugal bronze and silver set of Henry the Navigator; an 
electrotype of a Vereker Hamilton medal; a 1935 George VI Silver 
Jubilee medal; a copy of the "Numismatist" with an autograph of 

Frank Gasparro; a large cent collection of 1842 with date reference 
numbers; coins and paper money from Poland; President William Clinton 
Christmas cards; an invitation card from Ambridge PA when President 
Clinton held one of his town meetings; an American Numismatic 
Association Freedom Pack from the James Madison Foundation; a 
fabricated siege coin; a product called MS70 that is used to remove 
grease and oil from coins; a counterfeit one dollar bill; a Siege 

of the Bastille medal; a Pittsburgh advertising piece; counterstamped 
coins; tickets from an old Louisiana State Lottery; a piece of 
Clearinghouse Scrip from Allegheny, PA; scrip from Seinfield; and 


wooden nickels from the South Hills Coin Club. 


MEETING ADJOURNMENT 
After the members discussed the individual exhibits that they had 


brought to the meeting, a motion to adjourn the meeting was made 


at 10:02 P.M. by Rodger Hershey and seconded by John Burns. 


Respectfully submitted, 


/) 


Donald D. Carlucci 


Secretary 


Che Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 
3.6. Box 23404, Pittsburgh, PA 15222-5 


DATE: March 1, 1994 


PLACE: Carnegie Group Offices, 
5 PPG Place 


TAMes 7200 -P.M. Meeting -at 8:15 P.M. 


The February 1, 1994 meeting of W.P.N.S was attended by seventeen 
members and one guest. 


The program for the evening of March 1, 1994 will be "Collecting 
U. S. Encased Postage Stamps" as presented by club member, Wayne 
Homren. 


Ms. Carolyn Schumacher of the Historical Society of Western 
Pennsylvania will be attending our meeting. She will be answering 
any and all questions on the manner in which they handle and store 
their archives. 


Since Ms. Schumacher is from the Historical Society, club members 
and guests are encouraged to bring local historical numismatic items 
for display and discussion. 


During the month of March the following Coin Shows will be held: 


®@ March 6 Central PA Coin Club 
Best Western Motel 
EXit 13. ““Tnterstate 80 
Clearfield, PA 


Holiday Coin Club Show 
Holiday Inn 

Route 51 & Interstate 70 
Belle Vernon, PA 


March “12-13 Indiana Coin Club 
Best Western University Inn 
1545 Wayne Avenue Route 119 South 
Indiana, PA 


Mareh. 13 Pittsburgh Collectible Show 
Castle Shannon Fire Hall 
Route 88 
Castle Shannon, PA 


March 20 West Chester Coin Club 
Holiday Inn 
Route 100 South of Turnpike Exit 23 
Lionville, PA 


S We'll see you on Tuesday, March 1, 1994. Bring a friend! Bring 
an exhibit! Be there! 
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600 West College Ave., Apte 309 
State College, PA 16801 
December 3, 1993 


Membership Secretary 

Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 
P.O. Box 23404 

Pittsburgh, PA 15222-9998 


Dear Sirs 

I am writing to make a formal application for membership in the Western 
Pennsylvania Numismatic Society, in response to my friend EB, Tomlinson Fort's 
recommendation on my behalf. My educational background has revolved around 
both a general overview of Buropean history and cultw&re and a special emphasis 
on Germany, particularly the German Middle Ages. I received a Bachelor of Arts 
Degree from the Pennsylvania State University followed by graduate work in German 
medieval history from the tenth through the thirteenth centuries, focusing on 
regional aristocratic relationships. (In connection with this I acquired a know- 
ledge of German and Latin.) I am a member of the Medieval Academy of America, 
and in the last year I have given papers at two academic conferences on politics 
in thirteenth century Austria. In October of this year I presented a joint paper 
with Mr. Fort at the Fifteenth Annual Pennsylvania Association of Numismatists 
Convention entitled "Return to Imperial Gold: The Augustales Coinage of the Emperor 
Frederick II of Hohenstaufen." 

My interest in numismatics has arisen from my study of concepts of lordship 
in the German High Middle Ages. In particular, I am interested in the opening and 
exploitation of silver mines in the Harz Mountain region of Saxony in the tenth 


century and at Freisach in the thirteenth century, and their effects on coinage 


and minting rights in Saxony and Austria respectively. I am currently conducting 


research on the minting rights of the southeastern German aristocracy in the late 


twelfth and early thirteenth centuries, and on the subsequent circulation of 


coinages such as the Freisacher pfennig and its imitations. As a consequence of 
these interests I have pegun building a collection of examples of the relevant 
coin types, especially the south German silver pfennig issued by both royal and 
local mints. 

I hope that my knowledge of numismatics and European history in general, 
and of medieval Germany in particular as outlined above will be of value to the 
Society. Because of the distances involved, I will not be able to attend meetings 
on a regular basis, and I hope that you might consider me for election as a 
corresponding member, In that context I would be happy to correspond with other 
members, Placing my background at your disposal, I would also attend as many 
Society functions as geographical considerations permit, and pay whatever fees and 


dues are requested. I look forward to hearing from you. 


Sincerely, 


a / f en 
4 , th : _ 
l, AAS A7 ((jifir 
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Richard H, Hayes 


R. H. Hayes 
600 West College Ave., Apt. #309 
State College, PA 16801 


Membership Secretary 

Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 
P.O. Box 23404 

Pittsburgh, PA 15222-9998 


E. Tomlinson Fort 

Vept.’ of -Hastory 

Pennsylvania State University 
New Kensington Campus 


Home Phone No. (412) 826-1891 


Invicta Roma-The Mint of Rome 
under Odovacar and the Ostrogoths 
A.D. 416-554 


Li. Introduction : 

The disintegration of the western portion of the Roman 
Empire witnessed the birth of a number of successor states 
which attempted to maintain Roman administrative institutions 
to various degrees of success. In the case of most of the 
former provinces many of these institutions were still 
operating in some form during the imperial collapse and there 
is good evidence that the Germanic kings made some attempt to 
preserve them.!} However, in the case of the late Roman 
colnage the question is much more ambiguous. Most of the 


peoples who established kingdoms within the borders of the 


- version of 

lymouth State College, Plymouth, New Hampshire in April 1993. 
The author wishes to thank all participants, especially Mr. Frank L. 
Wiswall and Mr. Richard H. Hayes, for their comments and criticisms 
though the author alone is responsible for any and all errors. 

* The following abbreviations are used: LAC. W. Wroth, Catalague 
of the Cotns of the Vandals, Ostrogoths and Lombards and of the fmpires 
of Thessalonitca, Nicaea and Trebizond itn the British Museum (London, 
1911); DOC: A.R. Bellinger, Catalogue of the Ayrzantine Coins itn the 
Dumbarton Oaks Collection and in the Whittemore Collectton, vol. 1: 
Anastasius I to Maurice, 491-602 (Washington, 1966); JAS: Journal of 
poman Studies, MEC: P. Grierson and M. Blackburn, Medireval furopean 
Coznage, vol. 1: The Harly Middle Ages (Cambridge, 1986); MC: Mumrsmatic 
Chronicle, PBSR: Papers of the British School at Rome, PCR: EA.G: 
Carson, frinetple Cotns of the Roamans, vol. 3: The Dominate (London, 
1981); AW: Revue numismatique. 


1 See especially, W. Goffart, Sarbarians and Romans A.D. 418-564, 
The Technigues of Accommodation (Princeton, 1980) and the essays in 
idem., fome’s Fall and After (London, 1989). 


former empire eventually began to strike coins usually 
modeled upon the types produced in the west during the fifth 
century. 

However, it is another question as to whether they were 
able to take over the old Roman mint system and run it in the 
same way as it had operated under the empire. It must be 
remembered that many Roman provinces had no mints in the 
fifth century, thus the Vandals, Visigoths and at a much 
later date the Anglo-Saxons would have had to create their 
own mints from scratch. In the case of Gaul, Mint at Lyon 
had ceased operations in 413,2 while the mint of Trier was 
closed «.430,°% though Arles seems to have functioned at a 


steadily decreasing level through the fifth century before it 


was shut down by 490 at the latest.4 Thus, since minting 


does not seem to have resumed in Gaul until after the death 
of Clovis in 511 at least a generation had passed since any 
Gaulish mint had been in operation. Moreover, the lack of 
any type of centralized mint administration under the 
Merovingians meant that minting was largely in the hands of 
private individuals and consequently the complete antithesis 
of the old Roman system. 

The only area of the western Empire where the new 
Germanic > kinge= took direct ~-opntrol over ..Roman “mist 
administration was Italy. In the fifth century, three mints 
were active in the peninsula: Milan (the western imperial 
capital from 395 to 404), Ravenna (the capital from 404), and 
Rome. This paper is intended to be an introduction to the 
coinage produced at the last of these mints during the period 


from 476 until the end of the Justinianic conquest in 554. I 


2 See P. Bastien, Le nonnayage de l'atelier de Lyen du réegne Jovien 
42 da mort de Jovin (363-413) (Wetteren, 1987); P. Grierson and M 
Blackburn, Medzeval £uropean Cotnage, vol. 1: The sarily Middle Ages 
(Cambridge, 1986), p.113; P. Grierson and M.. Mays, .cCataiogue of Late 
Feman Cotns In the Dumbarton Oaks Collection and in the Whittemore 
Collection from Arcadius and Honertus to the Accession of Anastastus 
(Washington, 1992), 62-3 

3 Grierson and Mays (1992), 68-9. 

4 Grierson and Mays (1992), 62-3. 


hope to examine how well the rulers of Italy took over the 
control of the late Roman monetary system and what changes 
they made and whether or not these changes were beneficial. 
I shall concentrate upon Rome because it became the chief 
mint of Italy during this period and consequently more 


evidence regarding it is available. 


Ll Historica) Sutiins: 
With the death of the emperor Theodosius the Great (379- 


395) in 4.0.395, the Roman Empire was divided between his two 
sons Honorius (395-423) in the west and Arcadius (395-408) in 


the east.° In theory, the empire remained a polity united by 


name, law, coinage, official language (Latin), religion, and 
dynastic allegiance. However, during the fifth century the 
eastern and western halves tended to go their own ways. in 
the west, Roman society was dominated by a small class of 
great land owning aristocrats. These men were usually 
members of the Roman senate, this status gave them a sense of 
identity; they were conservative, if not to say reactionary, 
in their: patriotic and. cultural values, » .but- they-. were 
reluctant to uphold the empire against the barbarians with 
cash, or more importantly with the supply of recruits for the 
Roman army from their estates. ® 

It was during this period that the western empire lost 
much of its territory and prestige. The weakness of the west 


was clearly demonstrated by the sacking of Rome in 410 by the 


5 The standard modern surveys of this period are: T. Burns, A 
History of the Ostrogoths (Bloomington, 1984); J.B. Bury, Arstery of the 
Later Poman Empire from the Death of Theodosius I to the Death of 
Justinian (A.D. 395 to A.D. 565) (London, 1923); W. Ensslin, Theoderzch 
der Grosse, 2nd ed. (Munich, 1959); P. Heather, Goths and FPomans 332-489 
(Oxford, 1991); A.H.M. Jones, The Later Foman Zmpire: A Social, Lcoonomic 
and Administrative Survey (Oxford, 1964); J. Moorhead, TZheoderic in 
italy (Oxford, 1992); E. Stein, M#rstoire du Bas-Empire (Bruges, 1949- 
59); H. Wolfram, Aistory of the Goths (Los Angeles, 1988); 

6 Some useful studies of the late Roman aristocracy are $.J.B. 
Barnish, ‘Transformation and survival in the western Senatorial 
aristocracy, o¢.4.D.400-700,' FASRF 56 (1988), 120-55; A. Chastagnol, Le 
sénat romain sous le régne d'Odoaere (Bonn, 1966); J. Matthews, Western 
Aristocracies and the Impertal Court A.D. 364-425 (Oxford, 1975). 


Visigoths and in 455 by the Vandals. By the third quarter of 
the fifth century little more than Italy was left in Roman 
hands. 

In 4.0.476, the underpaid and land hungry Germanic 
troops which composed the bulk of the western Roman army 
Staged a revolt. Their leader, Odovacar, killed the Roman 
commander-in-chief, Orestes, and deposed his son, the usurper 
Romulus Augustulus (475-476). Odovacar settled his soldiers 
on the estates of northern Italy and established himself as 
ruler of Italy, though he never styled himself as king of 
Italy, with his capital at Ravenna, the former imperial 
administrative centre. He preserved most of the forms and 
mechanisms of Roman government, nominated consuls and other 
government ministers and enjoyed some support from the 
senate. Odovacar seems to have wanted to be acknowledged as 
the viceroy of the eastern emperor Zeno (474-491) who was 
theoretically ruler of the whole empire. 

While Odovacar did give Italy years of security 
throughout most of his reign, he never gained the recognition 
he sought from Constantinople. In 489, Zeno sent against him 
a horde of Germanic peoples known as the Ostrogoths lead by 
their king Theodoric. Theodoric was well acquainted with 


Roman culture and governing institutions. He had spent ten 


years, from c.461-471,' as a hostage at the eastern capital 


of Constantinople. For some years Theodoric had been a major 
factor, often a dangerous: and “destructive one; in the 
political scene of the eastern empire. He had been made 
qonsu) .in.. 484. and. granted ‘the <title...9f pateicoian,; 
nevertheless, Zeno was certainly glad to be rid of him be 
sending him to Italy. 

The war for Italy lasted from 789 until 793 and resulted 
in -a.victory for:-the Ustrogethis: Theodoric seems to have 
largely followed Odovacar's policies with regards to 


administration and deferential treatment of the senatorial 


7 Moorhead (1992), 13-14 


aristocracy. While the Ostrogoths were Arians Christians and 
thus seen as heretics, Theodoric remained on good terms with 
the Catholic Church of Italy which was: in schism with 
Byzantium for much of his reign. 

Theodoric’'s relations with foreign powers were somewhat 
more rocky. His constitutional position with regards to the 
eastern empire was the subject of lengthy negotiations which 
in the end satisfied neither side. Like Odovacar he was 
usually titled king. However, while he made no innovations 
in Roman law, an area reserved only for emperors, he did use 
some of the imperial regalia. In 504/505 Ostrogothic Italy 
and the eastern Empire clashed over the control of Sirmium. 
The result of the war was an Ostrogothic victory and it 
gained Italy some security against further Byzantine 
encroachment. 

Theodoric also attempted to secure peaceful foreign ties 
though dynastic marriages between members of his family and 
the royal families of the Franks, Burgundians, Vandals and 
Visigoths. However, this framework was weak and most of the 
alliances soon fell apart. In 507, for example, the Frankish 
king Clovis .1*.ousted the=Visigoths from -central= Gaul. 
Theodoric was forced to intervene and managed to salvage the 
remnants of their kingdom and annex Provence while officially 
controlling Visigothic Spain as the regent for his grandson 
Amalaric. 

Theodoric died in 526 and was succeeded by his grandson 
Athalaric (526-534), who was a minor at the time. The regent 
was the young king's mother, and Theodoric's daughter, 
Amalasuintha. This political arrangement was grudgingly 
accepted by the Byzantine court but Amalasuintha’s Roman 
upbringing and her sex made her unpopular with the 
Ostrogoths. Her regency was a turbulent one and even after 


Athalric reached his majority his mother continued to hold 


the real reigns of power. The lack of power and prestige 


caused Athalaric to take to drink, which in turn lead him to 


an early grave in 534. 


Needing a man to secure her power Amalasuintha married 
her cousin Theodahad (534-536) and had him king. Theodahad 
was an unwarlike, but influential figure who was well 
educated and had a number of personal and intellectual 
connections to the Roman aristocracy. 

Soon after coming to the throne the new king had 
Amalasuintha imprisoned and later executed. This action gave 
the eastern emperor Justinian I (527-565) the.excuse he 
needed to invade Italy, Justinian hoped to restore the Roman 
Empire to its ancient power. He had already restored north 
Africa to imperial control by defeating the Vandals. 

Theodahad was not capable of leading the Ostrogoths 
against a Byzantine invasion. He was deposed and murdered in 
~ ed His successor was an Ostrogothic commander named 
Witigis, who married Theodoric's granddaughter Matasuentha to 
establish a dynastic tie between himself and the former royal 
family. Unfortunately, Witigis proved a failure as a leader 
against the eastern general Belisarius. In 540 the Italian 
capital of Ravenna fell and Witigis was captured and taken as 
a prisoner to Constantinople. However, the Ostrogoths soon 
afterwards rebelled, and after a series of minor rulers found 
a more capable leader in their new king Totila (541-552). 
Nevertheless, the war would drag on until 562 and in the end 
Italy came under the rule of Justinian 

While the Italian war eventually resulted in a Byzantine 
victory, for Italy the results were little short of 
disastrous. The war devastated the Italian economy which 
would never fully recover under Byzantine rule. The Roman 
senatorial aristocracy had largely supported Justinian during 
the conflict, however the emperor did not reciprocate this 


Support. Italy would largely governed by officials from the 


eastern empire. 8 The government of the city of Rome fell 


into the hands of the papacy and a few Byzantine officials. 


G See 1S: Brown, Gentlemen and Officers: Imperial Administration 
and Aristocratic Power tn Byzantine Italy A.D. 554-800 (Rome, 1984). 


From the point of view of the old senatorial aristocracy the 
reigns of Odovacar and Theodoric were looked upon as a golden 


age. 


ie General Features: 

Before discussing the coinage of the Ostrogoths a few 
preliminary remarks about the general features of late Roman 
coinage should be made. The monetary system of the late 
Roman empire was based upon the reform of the mints and 
currency undertaken by Diocletian in 294.9 On the obverse of 
each coin was the bust of the emperor or one of his immediate 
family. By the fifth century no attempt at portraiture was 
made. One simply has a stylized representation and often the 
only way to tell the coinage of one emperor from another is 
by the legend identifying the ruler under whom it was 
issued. 1° 

On the reverse of the coin could appear a number of 
different images usually glorifying the emperor's 
achievements or proclaiming loyalty to him. In theory, Roman 
coins were struck in three different metals, gold, silver and 
bronze in a number of different denominations. However, by 
the third quarter of the fifth century only the gold selidus 
was produced in any quantity, of the other metals only a 
token silver coinage was produced and all that was left of 
the bronze were the small numms pieces which seem to have 
been virtually worthless since it would have taken thousands 
to equal the value of one solzdus. 

The coins were struck at a series of mints established 
throughout the empire, usually near areas of military 
importance since one of the prime functions of Roman coinage 


was to pay the army. The mints were divided into workshops, 


9 For the date of this reform see C.H.V. Sutherland, foman Imperial 
Collage, vol 6: from Diocletian's Referm (A.D. 294) to the Death of 
Haximinus (A.D. 313) (London, 1967), 1-2. 


10 See the examples illustrated in R.A.G. Carson, frinerple Coins 
of the Fomans, vol. 3: The Dominate (London, 1981) 


or officinae, and both the name of the mint, usually in an 
abbreviated form, and the workshop, usually identified by a 
humber or letter, appeared on the reverse of the coin. By 
the fifth century the name of the mint sometimes disappears 
from the gold coinage. Part of the reason for this may have 
been that at this time gold coinage was most often struck 
only at the mints near where the emperor was in residence. 
Replacing the mint name in the exergue was the formula OB 
(for ofryzum, the technical term for refined gold), usually 
linked with COM, for Comes Obryzi the official in charge of 
the quality of the metal used in the coinage.}1 


The Ostrogoths are known to have produced coins at 


Ravenna, Rome, Milan and possibly Sirmium.!2 Traditionally, 


the main mint (at least for the gold coinage) was identified 
as Ravenna; which served as the imperial and administrative 
capital for the western empire as well as the kingdoms of 
Odovacar and the Ostrogothic rulers. 13 However, in the 
Baldwin festschrift Kent published a stylistic analysis of 
the extensive Ostrogothic gold coinage without a mint mark 


struck in Theodoric's reign and conclusively argued that the 


11 Grierson and Mays (1992), 31. 


12 The first three mints are easily identified from known examples 
of the coins that bear their mint marks: See for example, Ravenna 
(RV): 4¥C.3; Rome (RM): A&¥C.63-66; Milan (MD-for “Mediolanum"): 
BCE 83-84. The possible existence of a mint at Sirmium, which came into 
Ostrogothic hands in 504, has been argued by I. Meixner, ‘Three unknown 
coins of King Theodoric,' Mumizmaticke viyestzi 15 (1968), 53-5, though 
this theory is based solely upon provenance. Both P. Lederer, ‘La zecca 
di "Ticinum" Pavia sotto Odoacro,'’ <4ttr e Memorte dell'Istituto ttaliano 
@i numismatica 8 (1934), 145-51* and G. Lacam, Za fin de i’empire romain 
et le monnayage or en Italie 455-493, vol. 2 (Lucerne, 1983), 863-80, 
have erroneously interpreted the T plus officina letter at the end of 
the reverse inscription on some solidi of the emperor Zeno as the mint 
mark for Ticinum (modern Pavia). J. Lallemand, ‘Sou d'or de Zénon 
frappé aA Thessalonique, ' Suiletin du Centre d'Etudes numismatigue 1 
(1964), 49-51, has demonstrated that these pieces were struck at 
Thessalonica and consequently neither Italian nor Ostrogothic in origin. 
Likewise, Arles was held by the Ostrogothic kingdom between 509 and 533, 
though at present no known coins can be associated with it. 

13 w. Wroth, Catalogue of the Coins of the Vandals, Ostrogoths and 
Lombards and of the Empires of Thessalonica, Nicea and Trebitrond in the 
fritish Museum (London, 1911), attributes all gold pieces without a mint 
name to Ravenna. 


main mint for the gold coinage was in fact Rome.}4 This 
thesis combined with the fact that almost all of the bronze 
coinages struck under the Ostrogoths essay a Rome mint 
Signature, strongly suggests that Rome rather than Ravenna 
was the principal Ostrogothic mint. 

If such is the case then the next obvious question is 
why this administrative change? In the late fifth and sixth 
centuries Rome remained a city of some importance but all the 
other functions of the centralized governance of Italy were 
carried out in Ravenna. Before 476 Ravenna was the chief 
mint of gold coinage in Italy and the same is the case after 
the Justinianic conquest in the mid-sixth century. ?!° 

Exactly when the change from Ravenna to Rome occurred is 
uncertain. Lacam, in his stylistic analysis of the late 
fifth century Italian gold coinage, attributes a larger 


humber of the gold coins produced during Odovacar's reign to 


Ravenna.+© Though one wonders how much of this is due to the 


fact that Odovacar had lost control over Milan in September 
489 and Rome before April 490, and was confined to Ravenna 
until his murder in March 493. The military situation of 
Theodoric’s invasion would have required the production of 
more coinage to pay the troops, especially as Odovacar's 
position worsened and this may have called for an unusual 
increase in the amount of coins struck. Since for the last 
two years of his reign Ravenna was the only mint available to 
Odovacar, this could lead to a distortion of the evidence as 
to the importance of the city as a mint throughout the reign. 
Likewise, one could argue that since Ravenna was out of 


Theodoric’s hands until 493 it may be that he increased the 


Eas oe E. Kent, ‘The coinage of Theodoric in the names of 
Anastasius and Justin I,' in Mrnts, Dres and Curreney, ed. R.A.G. Carson 
(London, 1971), 67-74 

15 Grierson and Mays (1992), 64-6. Ravenna was the chief mint for 
gold coinage in Italy though before 476 it seems to have only on rare 
occasions issued silver and bronze denominations. After the Byzantine 
conquest of Italy in addition to a substantial gold coinage it also 
produced bronze coins on a regular basis. 


16 Lacam, (1983), 788-809. 


gold production of the Roman mint to meet his immediate needs 
and allowed the situation to remain in place after his 
acquisition of Ravenna. The. only “problem: with this 
hypothesis is that Rome seems to have been producing the bulk 
of the Italian bronze coinage well before Theodoric's 


invasion of Italy, and it would be unlikely that the chief 


centre of bronze production would be separated from the 


principal mint producing gold. 

A more likely answer for the re-emergence of Rome as the 
principle Italian mint may lie in the relations between the 
Germanic kings of Italy and the Roman senate. After 476 many 
of the bronze coins, and a few extremely rare silver pieces 
struck at Rome during the reign of Theodoric, bear the 
letters SC (for Senatus consuitc) on their reverse. There is 
also a unique gold semissis with the legend VOT/PC/* on the 
shield held by a seated Victory.1’ This is presumably an 
abbreviation of Vota FPatrum Conseriptorum (“the prayers of 
the Conscript Fathers"). 18 

This legend indicating that the coins had been issued by 
the authority of the Senate, first appeared towards the end 
of the second century B.C. on denariz which were issued to 
deal with fiscal emergencies. 19 The establishment of the 
principate under Augustus (31 B.C.-4.2.14), saw the control 
over the bronze coinage given to the Senate, while the 
emperor retained the exclusive authority to strike gold and 
Silver issues. This situation remained in place until 
Diocletian's reform of 296 when the control over the 
production of coinage became an imperial monopoly. 

It is well known that among the Roman aristocracy of the 


fifth and sixth centuries there was a strong movement of 


17 The coin is currently in the Hermitage Museum, St. Petersburg, 
with a history going back to the late eighteenth century Lt te 
illustrated in P. Grierson, ‘The date of Theodoric's gold medallion, 
Mikusd la Ciseo). p20 t49;.- 14 

18 Kent (1971), 70. 


19 MoH. Crawford, foman Republican Colnage, rev. ed. 
(Cambridge, 1983), 606-9 


antiquarianisn. As Jones has pointed out,2° the Germanic 
rulers of italy needed «the  ,support- of - the .-senatotial 
aristocracy to govern as well as in their negotiations with 
the eastern emperors and one way to gain this approval would 
be to restore one of the Senate's ancient rights. Moreover, 
the evidence of the rare siliguae bearing the SC on the 
reverse indicate that senatorial authority certainly extended 


over the silver coinage and possibly the gold pieces struck 


In the administration of the coinage, as seems to have 
been the case with Italy in general, the Germanic kings seem 
to have made few changes. Like the emperors, the kings had 
their quaestors, masters of the offices and cowes rei 
privatae and sacrarum dargitionem to handle fiscal 
administration. 22 More importantly, the famous letter from 
King Theodoric to Boethius indicates that the king was 
interested in preserving the quality of the coinage and 
maintaining a stable exchange rate between the various 


denominations. 23 


Ly. The Gold Coinage: 

The gold coinage struck during the. period under 
consideration all bears the name of the eastern emperor, 
either Anastasius, Justin I or Justinian. The only exception 
to this is the unique triple solidus medallion of Theodoric 


which seems to have been struck to commemorate his military 


successes over the Visigoths in 508/9.24 eadly, the mint 


20 Jones, (1964), 253-4. 


21 Grierson, (1985), 21 seems to believe that the Roman mint was 
completely under the Senate's control. 


22 Jones (1964), 253. 


23 Cassiodorus, Variae 1I.X. See L.6- 6 GCaaks = Svar 2emicis t-OL 
Cassiodorus as a program of monetary policy,’ florzlegium 9 (1987), 53- 
63 and stdem., ‘Money and order in the Varztarum Libri ii of 
Cassiodorus,' Acta 15 (1990), 137-49. 


24 Grierson (1985), 19-26. tlluetrated -in. fézd..-p. 20° fag.la;- AIC 
frontis-piece and F.F Kraus, Die HMtnzen Odovacars und des 
Ostgotenreiches tin J[taliten (Halle, 1928), frontis-piece. 


name on this. piece is concealed by the mount. but Kent's 
stylistic analysis of Theodoric's gold coinage has shown that 
it must have been produced at Rome. 2° 

Three denominations were struck, solidi, semisses (one 
half -a° .solzaug). and (one \third of a solzauvs) . The solidus 
was the main unit of gold produced during the late Roman, 
Ostrogoth and early Byzantine periods and was the standard 
upon which all other denominations were based. The t¢remisses 
were produced at a lesser scale, but enough survive to 
indicate that they also played an important rdédle in the 
coinage that circulated in Italy. On the other hand only a 
few specimens of the semwisses are known. This is a. strong 
indication that either this denomination was unpopular and/or 
that it was produced strictly for ceremonial occasions and 
served the purpose of a small medallion rather than a full 
coin. 


Those solidz and tremisses struck under Odovacar most if 


not all bear the name of the emperor Zeno (d.491),26 


Theodoric’s earliest gold coins from the mint of Rome may 
also have been in Zeno's name, but the bulk of the gold coins 
from his reign must bear either the names of Anastasius (491- 
a0). gf Jugtin. Cale —-S2 7}. Most of these solizdz and 
tremisses bear only the name of the eastern emperor, however 
there are a few exceptional pieces which have either 
Theodoric's monogram or the Greek letter theta (for 
THeodoric) at the end of the obverse legend.?2? 

These pieces have attracted the attention of a number of 
scholars. They are a distinct minority among the gold pieces 
produced during Theodoric's reign and they have been 
associated with the gold medallion mentioned above. In his 
attributional study of this series Grierson argued that the 
legend of the Theodoric medallion which reads REX 
THEODORICVS VICTOR GENTIVMis a commemoration of Theodoric's 


25 Kent (1971), 70. 
26 See for example: AM@.1-7, 12-15 (pp.44-5). 
27 See for example: monogram: AM” 64-66; theta,’ BMC.63. 


victory over the Franks and Burgundians in 509 which lead to 
the annexation of Provence .28 

However, one must ask the question why Theodoric chose 
this time to produce a series with either his monogram or, in 
the case of the gold medallion, his name. Unfortunately, 
there is no documentary evidence mentioning the series. 
Nevertheless, a possible answer may lie in his relations with 
the Roman aristrocracy. 

The general consensus among historians is that for most 
of his reign Theodoric had a generally good relationship with 
the Roman senate. Only in the last two or three years of his 
reign is this situation though to have deteriorated to some 
extent. However, in his recent monograph, Moorhead has 
sugqgeeteq, that during <the.: period from 2.500 >to ee 520 


Theodoric’s relationship with the traditional senatorial 


aristocracy deteriorated to a certain extent.22? Moorhead has 


noted that the men who held the consulship and other 
important offices during this period were not of the same 
distinguished backgrounds as those occupying these offices 
during the preceding and succeeding periods. The sudden 
influx of so many rovz Aomines must be an indication that the 
relations between Theodoric and the traditional aristocrats 
were rather strained. At least part of the reason for this 
may be the fact that during the papal schism that resulted 
over the disputed election of Pope Symmachus (498-514) in 
498. Theodoric after some hesitation backed the legitimate 
candidate, Symmachus, while many of the Roman aristocracy 
seem to have backed his rival Laurentius. 

Theodoric’s issuing of a gold medallion in which he is 
depicted in quasi-imperial regalia and the appearance of his 
monogram on the gold coinage of the Roman mint may be 
indications that he was threatening to extend his power over 


the Roman aristocracy to a greater extent than he had 


28 Grierson (1985), 23-5. 
29 Moorhead (1992), 147-66. 


previously. Throughout the late fifth and sixth centuries 


gold coinage was seen as an exclusive imperial right.%° While 


the Theodoric medallion was technically a commemorative piece 
ane not 34 coin, zt Stl mee have been seen by 
contemporaries as skating dangerously close to breaking the 
imperial monopoly. Likewise, the appearance of Theodoric's 
monogram on the selidz and tremisses struck at about the same 
time was probably intended as a mark guaranteeing the quality 
of the gold coinage. Once again this could be interpreted as 
a sign of the Ostrogothic king taking over what many 
considered an imperial prerogative. 

However, the fact that these monogramed gold coins are 
so rare is probably an indication that the practice was 
either deemed unnecessary or that it aroused more hostility 
among the Romans than Theodoric cared to handle. 

Theodoric's successors Athalaric (526-534) and Theodahad 
(534-536) also had coins struck in the name of the emperor 
Justinian, but at present it is not possible to distinguish 
which pieces -were “struck gas which “particular. reign. 
Nevertheless, the coins are of high quality both in regards 
to consistency of weight and the quality of gold. This would 
indicate that during this ten year period the Ostrogothic 
government continued to keep a steady eye on the quality of 


the gold solidi and tremisses produced in Italy. 


VY. —The Silver Issues: 

The silver coinage from the reign of Odovacar is of 
extreme rarity with only a few pieces known. On the obverse 
is the name of the king (FLODOVAC for Flavius Odovacar), 
while the reverse consists of a royal monogram.%! The fact 
that these issues do not bear the name of the eastern 
emperor, unlike the more substantial Ostrogothic silver, 


probably indicates that they were struck late in the reign 


30 Procopius, 4G. 111..33.5-6 
31 See for example: A¥C.8 &9 (p.44) and MEC.1.63. 


and thus after the Byzantine court had shifted its support to 
Theodoric. This series also sports the mint mark for Ravenna 
which indicates that it was produced there rather than at 
Rome. 

The Ostrogothic silver coinage consists primarily of two 
denominations, conventionally referred to as half- and 
quagter-sizigeee, ~ weighing “about. «1,499... and 0. } Sgr 
respectively. The obverse consists of a profile imperial 
bust, often of a style similar to that of the gold tremissis, 
along with the name of the eastern emperor. The reverse type 
normally consists of either a royal monogram or the king's 
name and title in several lines across a field. 


sadly, these silver issues do not usually bear a mint 


mark, with the exception of a few rare examples from Milan. ° 


However, the formula Jnvicta Fomwa does appear on some 
specimens and there are rare specimens with the letters SC in 
the reverse field. 39 This must indicate that Rome was an 
active mint during the Ostrogothic period and based on the 
evidence of the gold and bronze coinage it is likely to have 
been the principle mint for silver. However, until more 
stylistic analysis is done this conclusion must remain 


tentative at best. 


YI. The Bronze Issues: 

It was in the bronze coinage that the Ostrogoths 
demonstrated the most innovative practices. During the first 
three quarters of the fifth century bronze coinage had 
virtually disappeared from circulation. The only bronze coin 
which circulated in the western empire was the sums, a 
small piece with a weight standard which was ideally set at 
somewhere around 1.46 grams though lower weights are not 


uncommon. 


32 See for example: HEC.I.119. 
33 See for examples 240° 73 {6.57 ) 


That Italy and other regions were starved of a 


substantial bronze coinage can be seen by the unusual series 


of countermarked first and second century asses and 


sestertiz. These coins bear either the value mark XLII or 
LXXXIIl.°4 In her study of the series, Morrisson demonstrated 
that these markings were unofficial and that these coins must 
represent finds which were marked by private individuals and 
returned to circulation, officially or otherwise, in the late 
fifth/early sixth century.%°° In her article she argued that 
they were likely to be a product of Vandal North Africa, 
though she did believe that they also circulated in late 
fifth and sixth century Italy. %° 

More recently, Grierson and Blackburn have argued 
against a North African origin for the series pointing out 
that most of the finds of these countermarked pieces occur in 
Italy and that the value marks indicate exact fractions of 
the siligua.°'’ The large and heavy sestertiz with LXXxXIll (83 
nummzi) would serve as thirds while the asses and dupendii 
with XLII] (42 mummz) would serve as sixths. These fractions 
would certainly be more convenient for making change for a 
siligua that the Senatorial series which was valued at 40 and 
20 nummzr respectively. 

Shortly after the succession of Odovacar in 476 a large 
40-nummus piece was produced at Rome in the name of the 
emperor Zeno. The series appears to have been brief since 
only two sets of dies are known to have struck all the 
surviving specimens. The bust is obviously modeled upon the 
bust found on coins of the earlier empire. The dating of the 


series remains a major problem. Kent and Hendy have placed 


34 See for example: M&C.1.65-91. 

35 ¢. Morrisson, ‘The re-use of obsolete coins: the case of Roman 
imperial bronzes revived in the late fifth century,’ in Studzres i7 
Numismatic Method, ed. C.N.L. Brooke, B.H.I.H. Stewart, J.G. Pollard and 
T.R. Volk (Cambridge, 1983), 95-112. 

36 Morrisson, op crt., see also F.M. Clover, ‘Relations between 
North Africa and Italy, A.D. 476-550,' AW 33 (1991), 112-33. 

37 Grierson and Blackburn (1986), 28-31. 


a. towards: the end.-of .-Odoevacart 6 reign ~“4.¢:490) safter 
Theodoric's occupation of Rome,°® while Hahn and Moorhead have 
dated the series to the mid-480s. %9 

Grierson and Blackburn point out that the question turns 
upon the interpretation of the Illl beneath the head on the 
obverse. Lt it “18 an ‘officinae mark, .as as the case -on the 
later Senatorial issues then it is irrelevant for dating 
purposes. Despite this resemblance to the officinae marks on 
later coins, this type of mark accompanying an imperial 
representation is an anomaly. In earlier times numbers 
following the imperial inscription signified the number of 
times that the emperor had been granted tribunician power or 


held the consulship or had occupied some other office. ‘Si 


the number IIll is a regnal year, as late fifth century 


practice would lead one to expect, then the coin would have 
been struck in 477 since Zeno came to power in 474. If one 
combines this with the known fact that Odovacar instructed 
the Roman Senate to send back the imperial ornaments to Zeno 
and instructed him to take over the government of the west 
then 477 would appear to be a more likely date for this 
issue 40 

This brief series was followed by a more substantial one 
consisting of a fellis and half-fol/is with the obverse 
inscription INVICTAROMA with a helmeted bust of Roma. This 
obverse portrait was obviously inspired by the 4es 3 series 
struck under Constantine the Great and his sons which 
commemorated the founding of Constantinople as the second 
imperial capital and Rome as the old capital. The obverse 
legend is rare among the Roman series and seems only to have 


been used by the pretender Priscus Attalus (409-410) on his 


38 3.P.C. Kent, ‘Zeno and Leo, the Most Noble Caesars,’ MC 19 
(1959) and M.F. Hendy, Studzres tn the Byzantine Monetary FLeonomyr 
(Cambridge, 1985), 488-9. 
39 W. Hahn, Moneta imperil Byzantini, vol. 1: Von Anastasius I. bis 
fustinianus I. (491-565) (Vienna, 1973), 79 and Moorhead (1992), 23. 
40 Grierson and Blackburn (1986), 31-2. 


solidi as well as a silver medallion struck at Rome between 


the autumn of 409 and his deposition in June 410.41! 


The reverse types of the series are either the 
traditional Roman eagle or the even more traditional image of 
Romulus and Remus being suckled by the she-wolf. The reverse 
always includes a mark of value (XL or XX for 40 and 20 nummi 
respectively) and the foelles also have an offrezza numeral 
which is either in Roman (I-V) or Greek (A-E) numerals. The 
number of officinae and the large number of dies employed in 
this series would indicate a substantial issue. 

The these large senatorial felles and half-folles also 
had an impact beyond the shores of Italy. The Vandals, 
sometime around 480, began to strike their own large 
denomination bronze coinage (valued at XLII, XXI, and XiIl 
respecively) which appears to have been quite substantial in 
size. Likewise, in 498, the eastern emperor Anastasius 
carried out a reform of the coinage which involved the 
reintroduction of the large fellzs as well as other multiples 
of the zummus. 42 

In addition to this senatorial coinage there was also a 
royal bronze series. Before the reign of Athalaric (526-534) 
the bronze coinage struck at Rome was purely senatorial, 
however in his reign both decanummia (X nummi pieces)43 with 
INVICTA ROMA on the obverse and DN ATHALRICVS REX on the 
reverse. These can be distinguished from those struck at 
Ravenna by the appearance of the SC in the field. 

Athalaric'’s invasion of the Senate's right over bronze 
coin production was expanded by Theodahad (534-536). He 


replaced the Roma obverse with his own portrait along with 


the legend DN THEODAHADVS REX on the obverse and VICTORIA 


41 For examples see /CF nos.1521 & 1522. For a discussion of the 
coinage see Grierson and Mays (1992), 222-3. 

42 See especially, D.M. Metcalf, The Origins of the Anastasian 
Currency Reform (Chicago, 1969); P. Grierson, Sprantine Coins (London, 
1982), 59-60; Hendy (1985), 490-2. 

43 See for example, A¥C.62-71; MEC.1I.132-134. 


PRINCIPVM on the reverse.44 However, the Senate still seems 
to have preserved its rights since SC continues to appear in 
the reverse field. This serves of folles is one of the most 
unique struck by any Germanic ruler. The reason for it must 
be a combination of Theodahad's known interest in Roman 
antiquities and the fact that alone among the Ostrogothic 
rulers of Italy he spent most of his reign in Rome.?° 
Likewise it may also be a demonstration of his deteriorating 
relationship with the eastern empire. A damaged piece 
currently in the Berlin coin cabinet has a reverse legend 
which may read VICTORIAAVGVST.4® If this is the case, it 
may be an indication that with the Byzantine invasion of 
Italy Theodahad may have tried to assume the title of the 
western Augustus. 

After Theodahad's overthrow, his successor Witigis (536- 
940) does not seem to have issued any coins from the Roman 
mint, the obvious reason for this being that the Ostrogoths 
lost control. of. the. city in December of 536. King Baduila 
(541-552) was able to regain control over Rome between April 


947 and January 550 and consequently issued a few rare 


decanummia in his own name,4! but by this time the principle 


Ostrogothic mint had become Pavia. 


Vil the Byzastine Aftermath: 

The fall of Italy to the armies of Justinian brought the 
mint of Rome back under imperial control and also witnessed a 
reduction in its importance in favour of Ravenna. The mint 
under Justinian produced only a limited gold coinage until 
oc.549 which was probably intended to pay the troops occupying 
the city. Though there was a complete change in the portrait 


style; the traditional western three quarter facing bust 


44 See for example, AYC.19-23; MECI.141-143. 
45 Grierson and Blackburn CIi98G), +38. 


46 The coin is listed in Kraus (1928), 148 and illustrated in Jézd, 
Pi.~d nei 41. 


47 See for example, H#&C.1.162. 


replaced by the Byzantine full facing bust .48 The bronze 
coinage was more extensive. The earliest pieces being folles 
and half-fol/les with a right facing bust. These are somewhat 


Similar to those produced under Theodahad, though the 


workmanship is much poorer quality. 49 Nevertheless, they 


should probably be dated to the early 540s.°° After the 
city's final recapture in 552 the standard Byzantine facing 


bust was introduced. °1 


Vil Cong lugion : 

It now remains to sum up both how well the Ostrogoths 
were able to administer the mint of Rome as well as what 
impact their control over it and the other Italian mints had 
upon the coinages circulating in the lands once unified by 
the rule of Rome. In both cases the conclusions reached by 
this historian are that the surviving coin evidence strongly 
indicates that the Ostrogoths were able to maintain the 
quality of the Italian coin throughout most of the period of 
their control of the peninsula. Only with the invasion of 
Belasarius in 536 did the quality of the coinage collapse. 

One reason for this success must lie in the fact that 
the Germanic kings used Roman officials to administer the 
mints. However, this is certainly not the only reason. The 
Germanic rulers of North Africa, Spain and Gaul also used 
former imperial officials in their administrations but their 
coinages never developed the same wide rang of types and 
denominations as were produced in Italy. Likewise, the 
artistic skill demonstrated by the Italian die-cutters, 
especially in the reign of Theodahad, is not equalled by 
those of any other contemporary state. One -has= only .to 


compare Theodahad's bronze coinage with Justinian's early 


48 See for example: 20€.1.318-320. 
49 See for example: DOC.I.321-325. 
5° Grierson, (1982), 71. 

°1 See for example: J20C.1.329-330. 


Italian issues to demonstrate the lack of Byzantine interest 
in the quality of material produced by their die-cutters. 52 
Likewise, the Ostrogoths'’ re-introduction of a 
substantial silver and bronze coinage certainly filled an 
important need in the LTtatian, +f not to. say. the 
Mediterranean, economy. The fact that the Byzantine emperor 
Anastasius followed the Ostrogothic example would appear to 
be a strong indication that there was a strong demand for 
Similar coinages in the eastern part of the Mediterranean. 
These factors can lead one to conclude that while in the 
long run the Ostrogothic state was not nearly as successful 
as the kingdoms established by the Franks in Gaul, the 
Visigoths in Spain or the Anglo-Saxons in Britain, their 
coinage had a far greater impact upon the numismatic picture 
of the late fifth and early sixth centuries than one would at 
first believe. Likewise, their successful administration of 
the coinage is evidence that Germanic rulers could both take 
over and even improve the running of a late Roman 


institution. 


52 For more discussion on this general subject see J.P.C. Kent, 
‘Roman imperial coinage in decline,’ MC 148 (1988), iii-xiii. 


Appendix I: 


A letter from Theodortce the Great to the dtilustrious 
patrician Boethius (a.507x812) 53 


While the whole people should be granted the common 
justice that wins the honour of its name by extending its 
equitable control equally among the great and the humble, 
those who remain in the service of the palace still seek it 
with special confidence. For on men of leisure the royal 
generosity bestows its gifts gratuitously; but customary 
rewards are paid as a kind of debt to the dutiful retainer. 

The horse and foot guards, who keep constant watch over 
my court, have made this complaint to me in joint petition - 
the usual result of serious grievances: they do not receive 
solidi of full weight as their customary wages from X the 
Prefect's treasurer, and they suffer heavy losses in the 
number of coins. Therefore, your wisdom, trained by learned 
texts, is to expel this criminal falsehood from the company 
Of itruth:: @o 4that. nd one’ wil he tempted to diminish that 
purity. 

For, among the world's incertitudes, this thing called 
arithmetic is established by a sure reasoning that we 
comprehend as we do the heavenly bodies. Lt 5 ee a 
intelligible pattern, a beautiful system, an integral study. 
It is an intelligible pattern, a beautiful system, an 
integral study, an unchanging science, that both binds the 
heavens and preserves the earth. For is there anything that 
lacks measure, or transcends weight? it. ancludés- ail..~it 
rules all, and all things have their beauty because they are 
perceived under its standard. It is a pleasure to observe 
how the decad [denarzus], like the heavens, turns on itself, 
and is never found lacking. That same reckoning increases on 
new terms, constantly added to itself by repeating itself, so 
that, although the decad is not exceeded, it has the power to 
build up large numbers from small. This process is many 
times repeated: by bending and straightening the fingers of 
the hand, it is prolonged indefinitely; and, for every time 
that the computation is brought back to its beginning,- it is 
unquestionably by so much.°4 The sands of the sea, the drops 
of the rain, the shining stars are defined by a calculable 
quantity. Indeed, to the author of its being fie. . God, 
every creature is numbered, nothing that comes into existence 
can be separated from that condition. 

And—- since it is my delight to discourse with learned 
ménh on more mysterious elements of this discipline- although 


53 Cassiodorus, Varzaze 1.10. The translation is that of S$ J.B. 
Barnish though some minor editorial changes have been made. 


54 The exact meaning of this passage is somewhat obscure, but it 
seems to describe the origin and arithmetical uses of the decimal base; 
ten was regarded with special reverence in the Pythagorian philosophical 
tradition which was an influence upon Boethius. 


coins themselves may seem contemptible from their common use, 
we should still remark with how much reason they were 
marshalled by men of old. They decided that 6000 denarii 
should form a solidus with this aim, that the shaped circle 
of shining metal, as if it were solar gold, should fittingly 
imply the time-span of the world.°> But, as for the hexad 
[senarius], which learned antiquity rightly defined as the 
perfect number, they stamped it with the name of the ounce 
[uzeza] which is the prime unit of measure; and by reckoning 
it twelve times, like the months, they made up the full pound 
to match the courses of the year. Oh, the inventions of the 
wise, the judgement of our ancestors! They discovered 
something which both marks off what is necessary to human 
purposes, and figuratively implies so many mysteries of 
nature. Rightly, then, it is called a pound, since it is 
weighed by such contemplation of the world. 

The violation, then, of such mysteries, the will so to 
confound certainties, surely this is a foul and cruel 
mangling of truth itself? Trading in goods should continue; 
men may buy cheap and sell dear; and the people must have 
reliable weights and measures, since everything is confused 
if frauds and purity mingle. Clearly, what is granted to 
workers should not be pruned; rather, where honest service is 
exacted, let an undiminished reward be bestowed. Give a 
solidus, by all means, and reduce it again, if you can; hand 
over & -pound, “and=-diminieh..it,- if. you are able. Against 
these actions, there is an obvious defence in the very names 
OF the -thzngs:: either you render the entire sum, or you are 
not paying what those names refer to. You cannot in any way, 
you cannot designate whole units, while making criminal 
reductions. see? to -it, then,;- both that the ruleé® of the 
treasury obtains his just and customary perquisites, and that 
what I bestow on the well deserving, they receive intact. 


55 Cassiodorus here plays upon the words sol, meaning sun, and 
solidus 


Appendix I]: 

Fulers of Italy: 

Odovacar (476-493) 

Theodoric the Great (493-526) 

Athalaric (526-534) 
[Amalasuitha (526-535) ] 

Theodahad (534-536) 

Witigis (536-540) 

Hildebad (540-541) 

Eraric (541) 

Totila (541-552) 

There. .~( 552) 


fastern Emperors: 


Zeno (475-476) 
Basiliscus (475-476) 
Zeno (476-491, restored) 
Anastasius I (491-518) 
Justin I (518-527) 
Justinian I (527-565) 
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Che Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 


P.O. Box 23404, Wittsburgh, A 15222-9998 


February 1, 1994 


Carnegie Group Offices, 
5 PPG Place 


TIME: 7300 P.M. Meeting at 8:15 P.M. 


For the first time in recent memory a W.P.N.S meeting, the 
January 4, 1994 scheduled meeting, was canceled due to inclement 
weather - snow. I wonder if any of the present membership can 
remember the last time, for any reason, that a W.P.N.S. meeting 
was canceled. As we approach our next meeting date, let us hope 
that the weather improves. 


The program for the evening of February 1, 1994 will be "Coinage 
and Monetary Policy During the Roman Civil War, 50-44 B.c." as 
presented by club member, E. Tomlinson Fort. 


It is now official, the next Pennsylvania Association of Numismatists 
Convention will be held at the Pittsburgh Expomart, Route 22, 
Monroeville, Pennsylvania on October 14, 15, 16, 1944. Let us all 
work together to give the Pittsburgh area another great show. 


During the month of February the following Coin Shows will be held: 


@ February 5-6 South Hills Coin Club 
Sheraton Inn South 
164 Fort Couch Road 
Bethel Park, PA 


February 13 Pittsburgh Collectible Show 
Castle Shannon Memorial Firehall 
Route 88 
Castle Shannon, PA 


February 19-20 Centre Coin Club 
Boalsburg Fire Company 
Pine Street 
State College, PA 


February 26-27 Daniel Boone Coin Club 
Lincoln Park Fire Company 
Fritztown Road & Newkirk Avenue 
Reading, PA 


We'll see you on Tuesday, February 1, 1994. Bring a friend! 
an exhibit! Be there! 


— Founded 1878 — 


MINUTES WPNS DECEMBER, 1993 


On Tuesday evening, December 7, 1993, at 8:10 P.M.. President Gerald 


Porter called the meeting to order. There were twenty members and 


no guests in attendance. The minutes of the October and November 


meetings were read and approved. 


Treasurer, Harry Colborn gave the Treasurer's report for both months. 
The bank balance for the month of October ended with a total of 
Three Thousand Five Hundred Ninety-Five Dollars and Fifty-Four Cents 
($3,595.54) of which Six Hundred Dollars ($600.00) was in the Life 
Membership Fund. For the month ending November 30, 1993, Three 
Thousand Six Hundred Two Dollars and Twenty-Three Cents ($3,602.23) 
was in the W.P.N.S. account of which Three Thousand Two Dollars 

and Twenty-Three Cents ($3,002.23) was in the general fund and Six 
Hundred ($600.00) was in the Life Membership Account. 


President Porter asked what the members felt an average balance 
should be in the W.P.N.S. treasury and what should be done with 


any excess monies. This point will be discussed at a later time. 


ALLEGHENY PROJECT 
President Porter stated that there was nothing new to report at 


this. time. 


MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
Membership Chairman, Lawrence Dziubek stated that there was nothing 


new to report at this time. 


CORRESPONDENCE 
It was stated that there was no correspondence to report at this 


time. 


OLD BUSINESS 
President Porter felt that out of town members should be considered 


as corresponding members and should only have to pay a membership 
fee of One Dollar ($1.00) per year. Wayne Homren stated that 
W.P.N.S. did not have any corresponding members. All members are 
considered regular members and are subject to the Five Dollars 


($5.00) per year membership fee. 


National Coin Week, that will take place in April, 1994 from the 
seventeenth to the twenty-third, will be highlighted nationally 
by placing old coins with old designs into circulation. W.P.N.S., 


as a club, declined to place any coins into circulation. 


NEW BUSINESS 
The Annual joint meeting of PNS, WPNS, and PAN will be held in Room 


2K56 of the Forbes Quadrangle at 7:00 P.M. on Saturday, December 
18, 1993. Anyone wishing to attend should bring a treat and a Ten 
Dollar ($10.00) Numismatic gift for the grab bag. Guests can 


purchase numbered Christmas ornaments from a Christmas tree with 


all the proceeds going to the Salavation Army. The joint Christmas 
meeting always features good food, beverages, neat gifts, and the 


opportunity to renew old acquaintances in a relaxed atmosphere. 


PROGRAM 
The program for the evening was entitled "Washington Indian Peace 


Medals" and was presented by Richard Crosby. 


Richard related that the medals which, for nearly three hundred 
years have been given to prominent Indians in North America, have 
been happily called Indian Peace Medals, because, with but very 
few exceptions, the purpose of these medals was the promotion of 


peace and friendship between the Indians and their white neighbors. 


Indian Peace medals were usually given to Chiefs, or other important 


men on the occasion of the Signing of treaties or Other important 


historical events. 


Richard stated that the Indians were proud of their medals, and 
valued them highly, many were buried with the bodies of their 
wearers. Some medals were handed down to their successors and are 
to this day, in Possession of their respective families, frequently 
being worn by the Oldest descendant of the original possessor. 
Because of these practices, genuine Indian Peace Medals are quite 


Scarce today, and also quite expensive. 


EXHIBITS 
After Richard Crosby's informative Presentation, individual club 


members discussed a wide array of collector items that were brought 
to the meeting. These exhibits included a 1993 Slovak Republic 
coin set; a Massachusetts counterstamped cent of 1788; a printed 
copy of a letter from Matthew Stickley; gold tokens; a gold coin; 

a three inch (3") diameter bronze 1932 Los Angeles Olympic medal; 


a Russian pattern coin; German medals; a map of the late 1800's 


depicting the Point in Pittsburgh; two Jewish coins; shooting medals 


from the Joseph Horne Company; a 1978 W.P.N.S. medal finished in 
antique brass; a Baden Baden Gold 18 karat Casino token; a 50 Mark 
piece dated 1750 to 1950; Hans Schulman catalogues; a 1580 Groninger 
Raadstoken; an elephant nursery rhyme book; a Queen Elizabeth IT 
Passenger medal of 1987; Mexican coins; a British farthing with 


a full obverse brockage; and Australian fluorins. 


MEETING ADJOURNMENT 
After the members discussed the individual exhibits that they had 


brought to the meeting, a motion to adjourn the meeting was made 


at 9:55 P.M. by John Burns and seconded by Wayne Homren. 
Respectfully submitted, 


ly 7 
f ) / 7 

i, Wb ff CU Mbecce! 

Donald D. Carlucci 


Secretary 


Che Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 


2.0. Box 23404, Jittshurgh, A 15222-9998 


DATE: January 4, 1994 


PLACE: Carnegie Group Offices, 
5 PPG Place 


TIMES: 7700,.P.My > Meeting -at.6215° P.M. 


The December 7, 1993 social meeting of WPNS was attended by twenty 
members. 


The program for the evening of January 4, 1994 will be “Coins and 
Medals of the City and Province of Groningen" as presented by club 
member, James Groninger. 


As we move into the new year, there are still a few club members 
that have not paid their dues. If a red check mark appears at the 
top of your newsletter, your dues still have not been paid. The 
dues for the new year remain at five dollars ($5.00) per member. 


During the month of January the following Coin Shows will be held: 


January 15-16 West Penn Coin Club 32nd Annual 
Coin & Jewelry Show 
Knights. Court 
7990 Route -30 &- Exit 7-o0f PA Turnpike 
Irwin, PA 


January 20-23 Seventh Annual Stock & Bond Show 
Historie Strasburg Inn 
Route 896 
Strasburg. PA 


We'll see you on Tuesday, January 4, 1994. Bring a friend! Bring 
an exhibit! Be there! 
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PRESENTED TO THE WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA 
NUMISMATIC SOCIETY DECEMBER 7TH,1993 


BY RICHARD J. CROSBY 


EXERTS TAKEN FROM BOOK "INDIAN PEACE 
MEDALS ISSUED IN THE UNITED STATES " 
BY BAUMAN L. BELDEN PUBLISHED BY THE 
AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SG 
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INDIAN PEACE MEDALS ISSUED IN THE UNITED STATES | 


The medals which, for nearly three hundred years, have been given to promi- 
nent Indians in North America, have been happily called Indian Peace Medals, 
because, with but very few exceptions, the purpose of these medals was the pro- 
motion of peace and friendship between the Indians and their white neighbors. 

These medals may be divided into two groups. The first group comprises 
those issued by, or on behalf of European governments, having colonies or de- 
pendencies in this country, consisting of a few French and Spanish medals, and a 
large number of British, which were issued, either in England or in the colonies, 
up to the Revolution, and later in England or Canada. Most of these medals have 
been described in various publications relating to early American and Canadian 
coins and medals, or in sale catalogues, but a comprehensive history of them still 
remains to be written in the English language. 


The second group consists of the medals issued for presentation to Indians in: 
the United States and covers a period of just one hundred years, the earliest bearing 
the date 1789 and the latest 1889. The medals belonging to this group, which are, 
the ones described in the following pages, constitute two series. First: Medals 
issued by the United States Government, in the name of the President. Second: 
Medals issued by fur trading companies, or individuals, which had, or were sup- 
posed to have had, authority from the Secretary of War to prepare and distribute 
such medals. 

The Constitution of the United States was written in 1787 and formally 
adopted in 1788. George Washington was inaugurated as first President, on the 
30th of April, 1789. The seat of the Government was in New York City until 
December 1790, when it was removed to Philadelphia where it remained until 
1800 when Washington became the National Capitol. 

The custom of giving medals to friendly Indians, which had prevailed in 
colonial times, was adopted by the United States Government soon after it came 
into existence. The earliest medal bears the date 1789 and is inscribed G. WASH- 
INGTON PRESIDENT. It is engraved on a thin sheet of silver and is oval in 
form. This was followed by others of a similar character dated 1792, 1793 and 
1796. In 1797 three medals to be struck, both in copper and silver, known as the 
Washington Season medals, were made in England and shipped to this country but 
arrived after Washington’s administration had terminated. These were followed 
by a series of medals, mostly in silver, bearing the portrait of each succeeding 
president, ending with Benjamin Harrison, 1889, with the exception of William 
Henry Harrison who died very shortly after his inauguration. 

Indian Peace Medals were usually given to chiefs, or other important men on 
the occasion of the signing of treaties, the holding of important conferences, either 
in or adjacent to the territory of the Indians, or at the National Capitol, and when 
the Indians visited the seat of government, or federal representatives visited the 
Indian country; also frequently by Indian agents, at their own discretion, when 
circumstances warranted. Apparently the government kept no very accurate 
records of the number of medals distributed or to whom given, either in the early 
davs or later on, as many were sent to Indian agents for general distribution. ~ 


Medals were also given to Indians, who had received medals from other govern- 
ments, in exchange for those that they had, as the possession of a medal was sup- 
posed to be an indication of allegiance to the power from which it was received. 


This practice of exchanging medals, must have been fairly common. The 
English, after their conquest of Canada, systematically got rid of the French medals 
worn by the Indians, either by exchange of English for French medals or by re- 
moving the name and title of the French King on the medal and substituting the 
name of the English King. The American Numismatic Society has two medals 
of Louis XV thus treated. ; : 


The Indians were very proud of their medals, and valued them highly, many 
were buried with the bodies of their wearers and many more were handed down to 
their successors and are to this day, in possession of their respective families, fre- 
quently being worn by the oldest descendant, or representative, of the original 
possessor. These facts, together with the practice of exchanging the medals of 
one government for those of another, when the allegiance of the Indian was cor- 
respondingly changed, account to a large extent for the present scarcity of the 
medals in general and especially of the earliest medals. . 


In some cases, medals were regarded as charms, and were supposed to possess 
supernatural powers of protection from danger or sickness. This is illustrated in 
the story of a chief of the Ute Tribe in Colorado, who wore a medal of President 
Lincoln in which he took great pride and which he regarded as a talisman that 
would protect him from all harm. During an encounter with a neighboring tribe, 
in 1873, a bullet struck this medal, which thereby saved his life. Instead of feeling 
grateful for the protection it had afforded, he said it was ‘heap bad medicine,”’ 
because it had not manifested the power, which he supposed it possessed of keeping 
the bullet away from him entirely. He was therefore perfectly willing to dispose 


of it. This medal, with the bullet still imbedded in it, is now in the collection of 
The American Numismatic Society. , | 


PRESIDENTIAL MEDALS 


The medals given during Washington’s administration 
silver, provided with raised borders and rings for suspension, 


graved by hand on each one. 


are of oval sheets of 
the designs being en- 


1789 


1. Observe: A full-length figure of an Indian wearing a 


draped about his body; his tomahawk is in the act of fal fre ght | 
Nett hand he is receiving a pipe of peace from a female, typifying America in the garb of 


i who wears a helmet, coat of mail and a skirt that reaches to the ground; at her 
cea ‘is a short sword in a sheath and on the ground, a shield and spear. The shield is 
oval in shape and is adorned with a Medusa head; in the background is a plow; above, G. 
WASHINGTON PRESIDENT, and, below, the date, 1789. 

Reverse: Arms of the United States, eagle with extended wings, shield on breast with 
- thirteen stripes and a plain field, in right talon an olive branch, and, in left, thirteen arrows; 
above the head, thirteen stars encircled by clouds and rays, and, at the top, THE UNITED 


STATES OF AMERICA. ; 
Size 106 x 187 mm., exclusive of the ring for suspension. 


head-dress of feathers and a blanket 
ling from his right hand; with his 


Plate 1 


This medal, crude in workmanship, shows the initial attempt of our govern- 
ment in producing medals and was undoubtedly made in something of a hurry, 
and presumably in very limited numbers as only two specimens are known. Both 
medals came from the South and were without doubt given to Southern Indians, 
as a special commission was sent to treat with these Indians in 1789. The first 
specimen known was obtained by a Union Soldier somewhere in.the South during 
the Civil War. Later it came into the possession of Mr. John F. Noegel of Phila- 
delphia and was sold with his collection in 1915, since which time it has been in 
the collection of The American Numismatic Society. The second specimen was 
discovered in Georgia in 1926 and is now in a private collection. 

It has been stated that medals were given to the Indians when the Treaty of 
Fort Harmer was made, but this event took place more than three months before 
Washington became President. This treaty was the most important Indian event 
in 1789. What medals, if any, were given on that occasion is not known, but the 
medal above described certainly could not have been produced at that time. Of 
course, it might have been given on account of this treaty, at a subsequent date. 
But as the treaty was effected on the 9th of January, 1789, and Washington did 
not become President until the 30th of April of that year, the Indians would have 
had a long wait for their medals which, according to the accounts af ‘guch later 
events as have come down to us, was not the customary procedure in these matters. 
On the other hand, no medals may have been available at the time the treaty was 
signed, and their preparation may have been delayed until'the President should 
take office and the government be organized and in running: order, under the 
provisions of the recently adopted constitution. It may also be conjectured that 
this, and possibly other medals, may have been prepared for use when needed, in 
1789, and, as no medals are known bearing the date 1790, used in connection with 
the following event, in spite of the discrepancy in the date. - ; 


1792 


On the 18th of March, 1792, a deputation of forty-seven chiefs, representing 
the Seneca, Cayuga, Onondaga, Oneida, Tuscarora and Stockbridge tribes, arrived 
at Philadelphia and, between that time and the 30th of April, had a number of 
conferences with President Washington, the Secretary of War, the Governor of 
Pennsylvania-and others. 

"The Indian who took the most prominent part in these conferences was the 
celebrated Seneca orator, Sageyewathe or Red Jacket, and to him was given a medal, 
engraved by hand, as was the medal of 1789, but of much better and more elaborate 
work. . The.idea conveyed by the 1789 medal was brought out in this one, though 
the two important figures on the obverse are quite different. 


9-A. Obverse: In the foreground, to the right, a full-length figure of George Washington in 
the uniform of a general, his right hand extended toward an Indian who is smoking a pipe of 
peace, his left hand resting on his sword; an oval medal iz on the breast of the Indian, and his 
tomahawk is on the ground at his feet, having been dropped from his right hand; behind him 
is a large tree, only the trunk of which is visible, and a small evergreen tree; in the background, 
a man plowing with a yoke of oxen, and in the distance, low hills and a house; in the exergue, 
GEORGE WASHINGTON | PRESIDENT | 1792. in three lines. Plate 2 

Reverse: Arms of the United States, as on the 1789 medal, except that the eagle holds in 
his beak a ribbon inscribed E PLURIBUS UNUM. Plate 3 

The rim which encircles the medal, is about one-eighth of an inch wide, and but slightly 
thicker than the medal. The ring for suspension is flat and corresponds with the rim. Size, 
exclusive of ring 127 X 171 mm. : 


The general description of the Red Jacket medal will. 
apply to those that 
follow. As each medal was engraved by hand, no two can be found that are alike 
in every particular, and no attempt will be made to describe such accidental dif- 
ferences as exist among those intended to be exactly alike. | 
There are, however, nine distinct types, which are numbered 2 to 10 and 
these occur in different sizes, which are designated by the‘letters A, B and C 
a 2 is the shied type of which all three sizes are known. Each medal of the other 
es COIT in si i i 
A a esponds in size to one of these, and is designated by the corresponding 
It would seem to be fair to assume that each t i j 
ype was made in three sizes, 
rede three ig re first grade, or largest medal to go to the chief of greatest 
nce, and so on down. This can only be proved by the di 
medals which have not yet come to light. ; Bagge te ueceaed 
It is worthy of notice that the medals of the succeedi i 
: ing presidents from Jef- 
ferson to Taylor were issued in three sizes, and the Jefferson medals are mentioned 
in the Journal of the Lewis and Clark Expedition as first, second and third grade... 


It is interesting to note that the head-dress of the Indian, as shown on the 
medal of the largest size, consists of five ostrich feathers, three upright and two 
drooping behind his head, while on the two smaller sizes there are but four feathers, 
two of which are upright and two drooping, it evidently being the idea of the 
engraver that the largest medal denoted the highest rank and therefore should 
show an additional feather. As the later medals are copies of the earlier ones, the 
same arrangement of feathers obtains in them all, the largest having one more 
feather than those of the smaller sizes. The feathers used by all Indians, from the 
earliest known to those of the present time, have been stiff feathers from the tail 
or wings of native birds, such as the eagle, wild turkey and others. Imported 
ostrich feathers were occasionally given to the Indians, who prized them highly, 
which might account for their appearance as the head-dress of the Indian on these 
medals. : . 

2B. The Red Jacket Medal is the largest known of the date 1792. A medal of similar 
design, size 104 x 149 mm., was found in a secret compartment of the desk of Volckert Petrus 
Douw a number of years ago. Mr. Douw was born in 1720, and appointed Indian Commissioner 
in 1774. He died in 1801. While Indian Commissioner, he resided at Albany, so it is fair 
to assume that he obatined the medal from the Indian to whom it was originally given, and 
who probably belonged to one of the tribes constituting the Six Nations which at that time 
resided in New York State. The medal is still in possession of descendants of Mr. Duow who 


now live in Virginia. Plate 4 

2C. A similar, but still smaller medal, Size 81 x 124 mm., is in the Ontario County His- 
torical Society, Canandaigua, New York. This originally belonged to Farmer’s Brother, a 
well-known Seneca Chief who was one of the delegation that accompanied Red Jacket to 
Philadelphia in 1792. 

3B. Of similar design to the last, but by a different engraver and treated in an entirely 
different manner. The Indian wears on his breast a gorget instead of the usual medal and the 
tomahawk is of a more military character. The trunks of the two trees are much thinner than 
on any of the other medals and very crooked, and on the larger tree trunk, a little above the 
Indian’s head, are the leaves of what is possibly a twining grape vine. The inscription is in 
three lines, GEORGE WASHINGTON | PRESIDENT | 1792. The reverse is much more 
nearly like the last. The rim and ring for suspension are also similar to the other medals of 


this date. Size 105 x 149 mm. Plate 4 


4C. Two other medals of 1792 are known to the writer. These ere similar to No. 2 except 
that the inscription on the obverse ig in two lines, instead of three, and the tail of the figure 
nine in the date is extended so as to encircle the entire date-GEORGE WASHINGTON | 
PRESIDENT 1792. One of these medals, size 81 X 124 mm., is in the collection of The 
American Numismatic Society. ; Plate 5 

The other, size 81 X 127 mm., when last seen several years ago, belonged to a resident of 
New York State, whose present address is not known. Nothing is recorded regarding the 
original recipient of either of these two medals. Es. . 


1793 


The medals of this year are of four types, two without any mark’to designate 
the engraver or silversmith, who produced them, and two with the initials J.L. and 
J.R. in the shape of a small counterstamp or hall-mark. © 


BA. Of the largest size, 127 x 173 mm., with five feathers in the Indian’s head-dress and 
the date on the same line with the word President. It was obtained-by ‘trade, from a woman 
who was an Indian trader in Missouri, about eighty years ago, and was purchased in 1914 by 
Mr. Stephen H. P. Pell of New York, who presented it to The American Numismatic Society . 
in 1916, where it now is. : = Plates 6 and a 

6A. Of the largest size, 125 < 175 mm. Similar to 5A except that the tail of the 9 encircles 
the date, asin 4C. This medal is in the Joseph G. Mitchelson Collection at the Connecticut . 
State Library, Hartford. It was obtained in Missouri, a number of years ago, from a woman 
who claimed descent from the original owner. Mr. Mitchelson either did not get the name 
of the original Indian, or, if he did, he left no record of it with the medal. 

6C. Of the smallest size, 81 X 124 mm. It is in the Chicago Historical Society; and is. 
similar to the last. Sans Ss 


The foregoing medals were apparently the work of several engravers. Who 
these engravers were, is not known to the writer. © In 1789, the seat of government 
was in New York City. Late in the following year it was moved to Philadelphia 
where it remained until some years after the end of Washington’s administration. 


While it cannot be stated positively, it is exceedingly likely that local silversmiths 
of New York or Philadelphia were employed to prepare these medals. 

The medals of 1792 show great improvement over the ones made in 1789. 
2A, 2B and the obverse of 2C were evidently the work of the same engraver. The 
reverse of 2C resembles more closely types 4, 5 and 6 and may have been done by 
the engraver of those medals. 3B shows a marked difference in the obverse design, 
which is duly noted in the description of the medal, the treatment of the trees is 
also quite different and there are other variations which, I am inclined to think, 
would indicate a different engraver. 4C, 5A and B and 6A and C are no doubt 
the work of the same engraver. 


7B. Same design at last, but the engraving not so good. The rim is also similar, but the 
ring for suspension is quite different, being oval in shape, with the longest dimension horizontal 
instead of upright. and a simple ornament at each side. The reverse is also similar in design, 
but the treatment is quite different; at the bottom is a small stamp, or hall-mark bearing the 
letters JL. Size 105x144mm. This medal is in the Oklahoma Historical Society. It was 
obtained by an Agency trader, over forty years ago, from an Indian of the Sac and Fox Tribe. 
Its earlier history is unknown. Plate 8 

7C. Similar to last except that the date 1793 is below the word PRESIDENT, and larger 
in size; from the position of the words it would appear that it was originally intended to put 
the date on the second line, in the same position as on all the other 1793 medals, but the space 
reserved for it being insufficient, it was, as an after thought, placed below. The stamp with 
the engraver’s initials, J L, is on the obverse. This medal is in poor condition, having been 
bent and straightened out again, and the rim and ring for suspension are missing. The size © 
is 81 x 121 mm., which would be slightly larger if the rim had not been removed. From the 
W. W. C. Wilson collection, now in the collection of The American Numismatic Society. Its 
early history is unknown. 


The style of the engraving on the last two medals is decidedly different from 
that of any of the other oval medals. The technique is much less elaborate, and 
they appear to have been done by a less skillful engraver, and without the careful 
attention to details that is shown on the others. The three best known Philadel- 
phia silversmiths, who flourished about this time, and whose initials were J. L., 
were—(1) Joseph Lownes, who usually stamped his work with his full name, but 
might possibly have used his initials either if the government had objected to more 
being placed on the medal, or if he had considered it more appropriate to make his 
stamp inconspicuous on such small work where it would have had to occupy so 
prominent a place; (2) John Leacock, who advertised as early as 1751 but was still 
working in 1796, and whose stamp was I.L. in either a rectangle or an oval; (3) John 
Le Tellier, working in 1770, whose mark was I.L.T. As the national Capitol was 
in Philadelphia in 1795, it would seem more likely that government work of this 
kind should be executed there, rather than be sent to J. Lynch of Baltimore, John 
Burt Lyng of New York or Joseph Loring of Boston. Of the three Philadelphia 
silversmiths, the presumption would be in favor of Joseph Lownes, who was born 
in 1754, and advertised himself from 1780 to 1792 as located at 130 South Front 


Street, Philadelphia. Of course, there is also the possibility that the J. L. may ; 
stand for some unknown engraver, who was never considered a silversmith, but 
simply plied his trade, accepting such work as was committed to him. 

The later medals of 1793 and all of 1795 were the work of Joseph Richardson of , 
Philadelphia, who stamped his initials J.R. or I.R. ina small square punch mark, - 
near the bottom, on either the obverse or reverse of each medal. The design of 
the medals, types 2 and 5, is closely copied. The inscription and date, on the 
obverse, are, in each case, in two lines GEORGE WASHINGTON | PRESIDENT 
1793 or 1795. Therim is very narrow and much higher, and the ring for suspension 
is at right angles with the medal. 3 = z 

Joseph Richardson, belonged to an old Quaker family of silversmiths. His 
grandfather, Francis Richardson, who was born in New York in 1681, was taken 
to Philadelphia when nine years old and lived there until his death in 1729. There 
still exist may evidences of the latter’s handiwork, marked with the initials F’. R. 
in a heart-shaped punch mark. . a 

Francis Richardson’s son, Joseph Richardson (Senior), was born in 1711, 
married Mary Allen in 1748 and worked at his profession until his death in 1784. 
His shop was on the west side of Front Street below Walnut. ~ : 

Joseph Richardson (Junior), son of the latter, was born in 1752 and advertised 
as a silversmith in 1777 and at later periods. On the death of his father, he and 
his brother Nathaniel took over the shop on Front Street, and are noted in the 
Philadelphia directories from 1785 to 1791. On March 12, 1795, he was. appointed 
assayer at the United States Mint, which office he held until his death in March, 

1831." ie 

8A. A medal of the largest size, 128 x 174 mm., dated 1798, is in the collection of the 
Chicago Historical Society. The engraver’s initials, J R, are on the reverse. The face and . 
hair of Washington show quite different treatment from that of the smaller medals of this date - 
which bear the same initials, and are, of course, by the same engraver. As is usual on the 
medals of the largest size the Indian’s head-dress consists of five ostrich feathers. Plate 9 


8-B. Of the middle size, the writer knows of three medals of this date, all of nearly the 
game size. One of these—size, 112 x 155 mm., with the engraver’s stamp, JR, on the reverse 
was in the collection of William H. Hunter, of Toronto, Canada, which was sold in Philadel his 
in 1920. The name of the present owner is not known. 7 


Another medal, with the engraver's stamp, JR, on the observe, which measures 105 x 149 
mm., is in the Pennsylvania Historical Society in Philadelphia. Plate 10 


1795 


No medals have come to light bearing the date 1794, and with the year 1795 
the issue of these large oval hand-engraved medals appears to have come to an end. 
If any exist bearing later dates, they are still unknown. All the known medals of 
1795, except the Treaty of Greenville medal, which is entirely different, bear the 
stamp of Joseph Richardson. The later ones are slightly larger and bear the 
letters, I.R. : 

9C. Similar to 8B except the date, 1796, and the stars above the eagle’s head, and the 
stripes on the United States shield, on the reverse, which are increased to fifteen. Size 
81x 120mm. This medal is in the collection of Indian relics of Daniel B. Dyer, a well known 
Indian Agent, which is now in the museum of the Kansas City Public Library, Kansas City, 
Missouri. Plate 11 


Two new States, Vermont and Kentucky, having been admitted to the Union, 
an Act of Congress, approved January 13, 1794, provided “‘that from and after 
the first day of May, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-five, the flag of the 
United States be fifteen stripes, alternate red and white; and that the Union be 
fifteen stars, white in a blue field.” On April 4, 1818, this was again changed by 
Act of Congress, “that from and after the fourth day of J uly next, the flag of the 
United States be thirteen horizontal stripes, alternate red and white; that the 
union have twenty stars, white on a blue field. That on the admission of every 
new state into the Union, one star be added to the union of the flag; and that such 
addition shall take effect on the fourth of July next succeeding such admission.” 

These changes applied to the flag only. The number of stripes on the shield, 
in the United States coat of Arms, was not effected by them, still the engraver of 
this medal evidently took it for granted that the fifteen stripes on the flag should 
be repeated on the shield. The same number of stripes are on the shield on the 
Treaty of Greenville medal, which is described later. ees et 


10B. Obverse, similar to last. 

Reverse, similar except that the United States shield contains but thirteen stripes. There 
are, however, fifteen stars around the eagle’s head. Size 102x146 mm. Copper, heavily 
plated with silver. As far as is known, all other medals of this series are solid silver. This 
medal was presented to the United States National Museum, Washington, D. C., by Mr. 
John W. Caldwell, of Clarksonville, .Tennessee. | Plate 11 


: This completes as far as our 

; ‘ present knowledge goes, the oval, engraved 
ae Peace Medals of this design. There remains one more oval, ee 
medal of 1795, which is entirely different and refers to a particular treaty only 


The Treaty of Greenville, which was signed on the 3rd of August, 1795, was 
the most important Indian event of that year. It was negotiated by Gen. Anthony 
Wayne, at Greenville, Ohio, with representatives of the following twelve tribes: 
Chippewa, Delaware, Eel River, Kaskaskia, Kickapoo, Miami, Ottawa, Pian- 
kashaw, Potawatomi, Shawnee, Wea and Wyandot. 

Medals were given at the conclusion of this treaty. 


After signing the Treaty of Greenville on August 3rd, various formalities, etc., were 
carried on for several days. On August 7th the nations again assembled and many 
goods and presents were distributed. 

The General (Anthony Wayne) arose and said :— 

“Listen! all you Nations present. I have hitherto addressed you as brothers. 
I now adopt you all, in the name of the President and Fifteen great Fires of America, 
as their children, and you are so accordingly. The medals which I shall have the honor 
to deliver to you, you will consider as presented by the hands of your father, the Fifteen 
Fires of America. These you will hand down to your children’s children, in commem- 
moration of this day—a day in which the United States of America gives peace to you 
and all your Nations, and receives you and them under the protecting wings of her 
eagle.”” (Council adjourned.) 


(The Medals were delivered August 8th, also silver ornaments.) 


These medals must have been the regular medals dated 1795, described 
above. Although the majority of the medals of 1795 in existence today were 
undoubtedly given on the occasion of this treaty, others were distributed as 
well, as Fish Carrier, the Cayuga Chief, whose tribe was not concerned in this 
treaty, had one of this date. 


There is, however, in the Pennsylvania Historical Socicty, Philadelphia, a 
medal of 1795 which refers directly to the Treaty of Greenville. 


11. An oval plate of silver without any raised rim or attachment for suspension, size, 79x 109 
mm., engraved by hand, obverse and reverse the same. An eagle with wings spread, shield on 
breast, with fifteen stripes and plain field; in right talon, a branch of laurel, and, in the left, 
fifteen arrows; in his beak, a ribbon inscribed E PLURIBUS UNUM; eagle’s head encircled 
by rays, as on the foregoing medals, but no clouds or stars; below, a scroll inscribed TREATY 
of GREENVILLE $rd August 1795; around the edge, an elaborately erigraved border. Plate 12 


There does not appear to be any record of the special purpose for which this 
medal was issued. It certainly could not have been made until some time after 
the treaty was signed at Greenville, Ohio, as it bears the exact date,-and this date 
could not have been known in Philadelphia until the treaty reached there, which, 
with the slow modes of travel in vogue at that period, would have. been consider- 
ably later. We do know that medals were distributed to the. chiefs five days after 
the treaty was signed. a 

This medal originally belonged to a Wyandot chief, named..Tarhe, or The 
Crane, who was one of the signers of the Treaty of Greenville. ; It was purchased 
from his granddaughter in 1877, and presented to The Pennsylvania Historical 
Society in 1889, together with a medal of 1793, previously described. 

From the fact that this medal, which is the only specimen known at the 
present time, was given to an Indian who already had one of the large medals— 
dated two years earlier—it seems not unlikely that it was given only to those 
Indians, who were signers of this treaty, and who had previously received the 
regular medal of 1793, while the regular medal of 1795 was given to all the others. 


Indian peace medals 
mark British treaties 


Symbolic tokens of esteem 


INDIAN PEACE medal of 1871 carries a portr< 


Having found a ‘‘king,’’ the next step 
of Queen Victoria. 


When the English Colonists arrived on| 


North American shores, they encountered 
indigenous peoples of varying degrees of 
political sophistication. 

In Maine and New Hamp- 
shire were the Abenakis, an 
extremely loose amalgam of 
independent clans owing al- 
legiance to no one particular 
leader (except occasionally, in 
times of general war). In 
upper New York, the Iroquois 
confederacy represented the 
single most powerful group- 
ing of Native Americans 
north of the Delaware and 
east of the Mississippi Rivers. 

First contacts between 
whites and natives were usually tentative 
and cautious. As white settlements grew in 
size and number, contacts increased, as did 
trade. 

Local white relations with Indians were 
governed by a constellation of religious, 
social, political, cultural and even biologi- 
cal forces that ensured the disappearance 
of tribal groupings that were of limited 
warlike capabilities. The Pequot War of 
1636-37 is a good case in point. That peo- 
ple had so far disappeared by the time 
Herman Melville wrote Moby Dick that 
when he looked for the name of an extinct 
race for Captain Ahab’s whaling ship he 
could find no better than the Pequod for it. 


Such was not the case with the few 
really powerful tribal groupings found in 
upper New York state and in Georgia and 
South Carolina. There, confederacies of 
peoples wielded such military power that 
English, French and Spanish governors had 
to be careful not to alienate potential allies 
in their constant bickerings over control of 
the rivers and fur trade. 


English attitudes towards these powerful 
indigenous peoples mirrored European dip- 
lomatic practices of the time. Accustomed 
as they were to dealing with crowned 
heads of state, the English looked for 
kings among the native peoples. When 
they found someone who seemed to be 
treated by his fellows with more respect 
and deference than others, the English ac- 
cepted him as the leader and customarily 
called him ‘‘king.”’ 


Fo TE TL TSE ETE TIE A ROS 
COIN WORLD, Monday, December 13, 1993 


was to make a formal treaty of peace and 
alliance with him. In the best case, such a 
treaty would include in its wording that 
the ‘‘king’’ accepted the lordship of the 
distant King of England. At worst, the 
treaty would acknowledge the political in- 
dependence of the tribe. Either way, the 
treaty carried rights and obligations incum- 
bent on both signers. That the ‘*king”’ 
found among the Indians might only have 
been a war or a Spiritual leader, and not a 
hereditary ruler (with exceptions, princi- 
pally in the Southern states bordering the 
Mississippi, where there were true heredi- 
tary rulerships), didn’t occur to the English 
at first. The success of Sir William John- 
son in holding Iroquois loyalties to the 
English was based primarily upon his 
unique understanding of northern tribal 
custom. 

Part of the peace treaty signing ceremo- 
nies was the giving of gifts. To the Indi- 
ans, such gifts were tokens of good will 


\ and plain speaking. To the English, they 


were symbols of the treaty, itself, of the 


understanding arrived at during the nego- 
tiations, and in many Cases, of absolute 
expected loyalty. The Indian gifts could 
take many forms, often belts of wampum. 
The English gifts included such things as 
firearms, foodstuffs, and cookware. The 
most politically charged English gift, how- 
ever, was the medal. 


These medals came in different sizes 
and were made of different metals. For 
official purposes, such as medals awarded 
at treaty signing times were silver. Less 
important occasions would call for less im- 
t medals, pieces made of brass of a 
much smaller size. The obverses usually 
bore the bust of the king then ruling. 
Those most often seen are I and 
George Ill. Reverse designs were usually 
but hunting scenes domi- 
the small brass medals. 
those of George III in 
particular, were struck as solid pieces. Oth- 
ers are known as two shells joined around 
the rim. Our own original Jefferson medals 
echo the hollow treatment, although prob- 
ably for different reasons. 

t is presumed that the larger the medal, 
the more important the recipient. So, the 
largest sized medal went to the leader the 
English believed to be most important for 
their purposes. Smaller medals were dis- 
tributed to those believed less important. 
Medals were usually holed at the top or 
came with an integral loop, for wearing. 


These medals were wom proudly, as to- 
kens of esteem, and were often passed 
down to sons as family heirlooms. Those 
that survive today usually show signs of 
having been worn, and often worn hard. 
Nicks, dents and low grades are typical. 
The smaller, brass medals are quite rare 
and are usually excavation pieces. They 
are typically found in western Pennsylva- 
nia sites. Silver medals aren’t, as a rule, as 
rare, with some notable exceptions (the 
Montreal or Lion and Wolf medals, for 
examples). 

There’s a good selection of British In- 
dian peace medals coming up in Presiden- 
tial Coin & Antique company’s 5Sth sale 
in December. A Lion and Wolf medal was 
consigned by R. Henry Norweb Jr. to the 
American Numismatic Society Benefit auc- 
tion (Stack’s sale, November). Auctions by 
Bowers & Merena’s sale of the Frederick 
B. Taylor collection (March 1987) had an 
exceptionally large offering of the smaller 
brass medals. The same firm’s sale of the 
Chris Schenkel collection (November 
1990) included other English Indian peace 
medals. 


Sr er ee ES IE EES EE PEI SS OE ST 
Michael J. Hodder is a researcher and 
cataloger specializing in U.S. Colonial 
coins, with his own business. He was 
appointed the historian of the American 
Numismatic Association in 1991 and is 


_a native of Great Britain. 
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MINUTES WPNS NOVEMBER, 1993 


On Tuesday evening, November 2, 1993, the Annual Western Pennsylvania 
Numismatic Society social meeting was held at the Westinghouse Castle 
in Wilmerding, PA. In the absence of the Recording Secretary, Donald 
Carlucci, all minutes and notes were taken by Wayne Homren. Thirty- 
six members and guests attended the 1993 WPNS Banquet. The group 

was seated at four large round tables in a large dining room on 

the fourth floor. After dinner, President Jerry Porter made opening 
remarks and led the group in a moment of silence in honor of member 
Roy VanOrmer, who passed away earlier this year. Next, President 


Porter welcomed our newest and youngest member, E. Tomlinson Fort. 


President Porter displayed two items brought to the meeting by past 
president, Armor Murdock. One piece was a mounted certificate 
honoring the Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Association. The second 
item was a beautiful Louis S. Werner Award plaque presented to WPNS 
by the ANA for being a co-sponsor of the 1989 Pittsburgh ANA Conven- 
tion. Both items were accepted by Curator, Wayne Homren for the 


Society Archives. 


President Porter then introduced the main speaker for the evening, 
Mr. Charles Ruch. Mr. Ruch entered the room wearing an old-fashioned 


suit and sporting a grey beard, looking for all the world like George 


Westinghouse himself. Keeping in character, "Mr. Westinghouse" 


noted that he was happy to meet the group and he would show some 


pictures with a newfangled "magic lantern". 


Tllustrating the talk with slides of his family, his co-workers, 
products, feats, and accomplishments, "Mr. Westinghouse" described 
highlights of his long life and career. The world owes quite a 
debt to the enterprising entrepreneur whose inventions and products 


brought the world into the modern age. Of particular interest was 


George Westinghouse's dispute with Thomas Alva Edison over 


alternating current (AC) versus direct current (DC). 


After his informative presentation "Mr. Westinghouse" led the group 
on a tour of the Westinghouse Museum, contained in four rooms on 
the ground floor of the Castle. W.P.N.S. member, Glenn Mooney, 
noted that as a young engineer at Westinghouse Electric Company 

in 1939, he had the palsy Bae and speak with the great 
physicist and inventor Nicola Testa, whose work in generator 
technology revolutionized Westinghouse's power business. The tour 
ended at approximately 10:00 P.M. and the gathering informally 


dispersed shortly thereafter. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Moca (Adued 


Wayne Homren 


£or 
Donald D. Carlucci 


Secretary 


Che Western Pennsyluania Numismatic Society 
3.0. Box 23404, Jittshurgh, PA 15222-9998 


DATE: December 7, 1993 


LACE: Carnegie Group Offices, 
5 PPG Place 


TIME: 73:00 P.M. Meeting at 8:15 P.M. 


The November 2, 1993 social meeting of WPNS was attended by thirty- 
six members and guests. 


The program for the evening of December 7, 1993 will "Washington, 
Indian Peace Medals" as presented by club member, Richard Crosby. 


The Annual Christmas Party, sponsored by PNS, WPNS, and PAN, will 

be held Saturday, December 18, 1993 in Room 2K56 of the Forbes 
Quadrangle. Those wishing to attend can bring soft drinks or food 
items by first checking with Rodger Hershey at 795-6388. If you 
want to participate in the gift exchange, bring along a Christmas 
wrapped numismatic item with a Ten Dollar book value. The Christmas 
party will also feature the Salvation Army money tree. 


During the month of December the following Coin Shows will be held: 


e December 7 Pittsburgh Coin & Jewelry Show 
Greentree Marriott Hotel 
TOT Marriott Drive 
Greentree, PA 


December 12 Castle Shannon Coin & Collectible 
Castle Shannon Fire Hall 
Route 88 
Castle Shannon, PA 


December 19 Castle Shannon Coin & Collectible 
Castle Shannon Fire Hall 
Route 88 
Castle Shannon, PA 


We'll see you on Tuesday, December 7, 1993. Bring a friend! 
an exhibit! Be there! 


At this most blessed season of the year, may we extend to you 
yours a Joyous Christmas and a Prosperous New Year! 


— Founded 1878 — 


MINUTES WPNS OCTOBER, 1993 


On Tuesday, October 5, 1993 at 8:10 P.M., President Gerald Porter 
called the meeting to order. Eighteen members and one guest were 
in attendance. In the absence of Secretary, Donald Carlucci, Wayne 
Homren served as Secretary Pro Tem. The minutes were read and 
apoproved, with one amendment. The motion on the Pennsylvania 


Association of Numismatists (PAN) program advertisement passed. 


Treasurer, Harry Colborn gave the Treasurer's report with a total 
balance of Three Thousand Five Hundred Seventy-Nine Dollars and 
Eighty-Three Cents ($3,579.83). Treasurer Colborn related that 

of this amount Six Hundred Dollars ($600.00) was in the life 
membership fund and Two Thousand Nine Hundred Seventy-Nine Dollars 
and Eighty-Three Cents ($2,979.83) was in the general fund. He 
also stated that the dues for 1993-1994 are now due in the amount 
of Five Dollars ($5.00). 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 

President Porter announced that Don and Debbie Carlucci became 
parents of a baby boy, Payton Andrew Carlucci, at 12:50 P.M. on 
Friday, October 1, 1993. 


President Porter also announced that in response to the recent 


article on Coin Identification Day that appeared in the Pittsburgh 


Post Gazette, he was contacted by David F. Foley of Upper St. Clair. 


David Foley is the son of late member Richard T. Foley. Mr. Porter 


informed him of the society's current status. 


ALLEGHENY PROJECT 
President Porter stated that there was nothing new to report at 


this time. 


MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 

Membership Chairman, Lawrence Dziubek noted that two corresponding 
members, Richard Hayes and Frank Lawrence Wisweall were under 
consideration. Both of these individuals had been recommended for 


society membership by E. Tomlinson Fort. 


PROGRAM COMMITTEE 

President Gerald Porter, Vice President Edward Krivoniak, and 
Treasurer Harry Colborn updated the membership on plans for the 
November 2, 1993 Social Meeting to be held at the Westinghouse 
Castleat 6:00 P.M. From 6:00 to 7:00 P.M., cocktails will be served. 
At 7:00 P.M., the meal, featuring Filet Mignon or Broiled Pacific 
Salmon, will be served. The price per dinner will be Twenty Dollars 
($20.00). Between 7:45 to 8:30 P.M., Mr. Charles Ruch, dressed 

as George Westinghouse, will enter the room. His presentation will 


be on the life and times of Mr. Westinghouse. 


CORRESPONDENCE 

President Porter reported on his efforts to research a coin at the 
request of Charles S. Fuller, an individual that had read about 
Coin Identification Day. The coin that Mr. Porter described is 


a multiple taler of Anton the Elder of Montfort. 


CURATOR'S REPORT 


Wayne Homren described a video tape that was sent free to all ANA 


clubs. The fifteen minute tape is titled "Rare Coin Magazine: and 


contains highlights of the 1993 ANA Convention in Baltimore. Curator 
Homren will add the tape to the society archives and make it 


available to any member who wishes to borrow it. 


OLD BUSINESS 
Treasurer Harry Colborn discussed the list of members who were behind 


in their dues. Eight members were in arrears, mostly out-of-towners. 


Lawrence Dziubek suggested keeping J. Paul Scheetz on the list as 
an active member, due to his earlier contribution to the society. 
His recommendation was discussed and agreed upon by those in atten- 


dance. 


NEW BUSINESS 

Wayne Homren reported that the Pennsylvania Association of Numisma- 
tists (PAN) show is shaping up very well. Over fifty-five (55) 
dealers have already paid for tables. All the advertising for the 
PAN show has already been completed and post cards have been sent 


out to previous attendees. 


On another matter, Treasurer Harry Colborn noted that several WPNS 
members were currently serving on American Numismatic Association 
Committees. Club members Rodger Hershey, John Burns, Wayne Homren, 


Richard Crosby, and Donald Carlucci were mentioned in the September, 


1993 issue of the Numismatist. 


PROGRAM 

The program for the evening was entitled "Siege Currency" and was 
presented by Larry Korchnak. Larry is regarded as an expert in his 
field and he was able to share his knowledge and portions of his 


vast collection with those in attendance. 


EXHIBITS 

After Larry Korchnak's informative presentation, individual club 
members discussed a wide array of collector items that were brought 
to the meeting. The exhibits included an October, 1932 catalogue 

of Giulin P. Morosini from the W.P.N.S. library; Byzantine bronze 
Ciphates; an 80 millimeter 1978 Paris Mint swimmer medal; WPNS medals 
of 1978 that were for sale at Three Dollars Fifty Cents ($3.50) 

each; a Constantine XI one eighth Stavrata which is a silver piece 


from the Siege of Constantinople in 1453; a series of Westinghouse 


pins; an encased cent of the Leisure Bar in Mount Oliver; two coin 
pages of ancient elephants; and the two volume deluxe edition of 
David Bowers Silver Dollar book. It was noted at this time by Corey 
Costa that Larry Korchnak and Wayne Homren were both contributors 


to the new Dave Bowers Silver Dollar book. 


MEETING ADJOURNMENT 
After the members discussed the individual exhibits that they had 
brought to the meeting, a motion to adjourn the meeting was made 


at 9:55 P.M. by Michael Homza and seconded by John Burns. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Vb 


Onaid Di: Carniucci 


Secretary 


Che Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 


3.0. Box 23404, PJittshurgh, PA 15222-9998 


November 2, 1993 


The Westinghouse Castle 
Wilmerding, PA 


TIME: 6:00 P.M. - Cocktail Hour 
7:00 P.M. -—- Dinner 


The October 5, 1993 meeting of WPNS was attended by eighteen members 
and one guest. 


The program for the evening of November 2, 1993 will be the Annual 
WPNS Social Meeting to be held at the Westinghouse Castle in 
Wilmerding, Pennsylvania. Members and guests can gather at the 
Castie ak 6:00 P.M. for-cocktails ata cash bar... At 7300: P.M. a 
dinner of either Filet Mignon or Broiled Pacific Salmon will be 
served. The price of the dinner will be Twenty Dollars ($20.00) 
per person. Those wishing to attend should telephone President, 
Gerald Porter at (412) 321-2122 and give their choice of either 
Filet Mignon or Salmon. 


If you're not certain of the exact directions to the Westinghouse 
Castle, President Porter can assist you when you call him with your 
choice of dinner. Also, for your further convenience, a site map 
is included with this newsletter. 


During the month of November the following coin shows will be held: 


@ November 7 Holiday Coin Show 
Interstate 70 and Route 51 
Belle Vernon, PA 


November 14 Coins, Jewelry and Bullion 
Greentree Marriott Hotel 
101 Marriott Drive 
Greentree, PA 


November 14 Castle Shannon Coin Show 
Castle Shannon Fire Hall 
Route 88 
Castle Shannon, PA 


November 20-21 West Mifflin Coin Club Show 
Century Plaza Inn 
3122 Lebanon Church Road 
West Mifflin, PA 


We'll see you on Tuesday, November 2, 1993. Come to learn about 


= the life and times of one of Pittsburgh's greatest inventors, 
engineers, and entrepreneur! 
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MINUTES WPNS SEPTEMBER, 1993 


On Tuesday, September 7, 1993 at 8:17 P.M., President Gerald Porter 
called the meeting to order. Nineteen members and one guest were 
in attendance. Secretary, Donald Carlucci read the minutes of the 
August, 1993 meeting. The minutes were approved as read. In the 


absence of Treasurer, Harry Colburn, President Porter gave the 


Treasurer's report with a total balance of Three Thousand Five 


Hundred Eighty Dollars and Seventy Cents ($3,580.70). President 
Porter related that of this amount Six Hundred Dollars ($600.00) 

was in the life membership fund and Two Thousand Nine Hundred Eighty 
Dollars and Seventy Cents ($2,980.70) was in the general fund. 

The Treasurer's report was approved as read. He also stated that 
the dues for 1993-1994 are now due in the amount of Five Dollars 
($5.00). 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Wayne Homren, John Burns, and Gerald Porter attended the Carnegie 
Museum's free coin identification and appraisal day on Saturday, 
September 5, 1993. Although attendance was light, some interesting 


pieces were brought before our panel of experts. 


On a sadder note, it was announced that former WPNS member, Roy 
VanOrmer, passed away. Roy had suffered with a bad heart for the 
last several years and was awaiting a heart transplant. Roy was 
only 50 years old. A sympathy card on behalf of the membership 


will be sent by President Porter. 


ALLEGHENY PROJECT 
It was announced that three new listings were added to the Encased 
Cents Journal and three new listings were added to the Pittsburgh 


Brewery Tokens Journal. 


MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 

A confirmation letter of recommendation was received from E. 
Tomlinson Fort who had presented the names of Richard Hayes and 
Frank Lawrence Wisweall as corresponding members of the society. 
Mr. Fort had first proposed these individuals as members at the 
August meeting. He reported that both of these individuals will 


be sending formal letters of application. 


PROGRAM COMMITTEE 

President Porter reported that for the November social, Thomas Urban 
of the Mt. Vernon Dairy would be the caterer. The WPNS members 

would be treated to a sit down dinner and wet bar at the Westinghouse 


Castle. 


The WPNS members would meet at the Castle at 6:00 P.M. on November 
2,°:1993.. “Prom 6200 PUM. to 7:00, P78.,. cockiaits will be served. 
At 7:00 P.M., the meal, featuring filet mignon, salmon, or surf 
and turf, will be served. Between 7:45 to 8:30 P.M., Mr. Charles 
Ruch, dressed as George Westinghouse, will enter the room. His 


presentation will be on the life and times of Mr. Westinghouse. 


It was noted that each member attending would pay for their own 
meal and drinks. A Twenty-Five Dollar ($25.00) donation for the 
program would be required and a Ninety Dollar ($90.00) security 


fee would be charged by the Westinghouse Castle. 


Approximately thirty members and guests will be attending the dinner. 


CORRESPONDENCE 
President Porter reported that three additional members had mailed 
in their dues. He also stated that there were still members that 


had not paid at this time. 


CURATOR'S REPORT 

Wayne Homren is in the process of compiling a list of all items 
in the WPNS Archives. Although he has only furnished a 
handwrittencopy of the items, a more formal and complete listing 


26 -to TtoLiow. 


OLD BUSINESS 

Under old business, E. Tomlinson Fort discussed his impending booklet 
"The Proceedings of the Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society". 
This is to be a compilation of materials written by the membership 
during the year. This could include original articles or book 
reviews. It will include proceedings of the society and a list 


of all current members. 


In order to pay for the publishing of the book, advertisements would 
be sold that would be featured in the back. The booklet would be 
free to all dues paying members. Non-members would be charged 

Eight Dollars ($8.00) plus postage. Mr. Fort felt that eighty to 


one hundred copies should be printed. 


NEW BUSINESS 
Wayne Homren made a recommendation that WPNS place an advertisement 


in the Pennsylvania Association of Numismatists program booklet 


for the upcoming PAN convention show. Wayne's motion was seconded 


by Larry Korchnak. 


PROGRAM 

The program for the evening was entitled "Ethics in Numismatics" 

by Michael Homza. It was a compelling presentation on how, as 
collectors, we should attempt to complete all of our numismatic 
dealings in an upright and ethical manner. A panel discussion among 
the membership ensued, with much discussion centered on numismatic 


opportunities versus fair payments with no clear-cut answers. 


EXHIBITS 

After Michael Homza's presentation, individual club members discussed 
a wide array of collector items that were brought to the meeting. 

The exhibits included a book on Russian silver coinage; an 1881 

proof set; a first day cover with inaugural medal Signed by Ric 

hard M. Nixon; New Zealand paper money; a ribbons and medals book; 
the Numismatist publications; an Empire Coin Company catalogue; 

a series of autographs; elephant gambling tokens; a reprint pamphlet 
from 1863 on paper currency; a book on the American West; a British 
Numismatic Journal; book on Roman coins; book on Anglo-Saxon coins; 
German cards with Biblical scenes; brass bell; Elk Club badges; 

a Franklin Roosevelt shield; Knights of Columbus medals; Westinghouse 
Electric Corporation employee pins; a medal from the Duquesne 
Brewery; a "Liberty Seated Half Dollar" book; a Swimming medal; 

an 1877 Trade Dollar-box dollar; a B.U. 1936-S Buffalo nickel; 
President Gerald Porter's own book on Elephant Coins and Medals; 


and a series of plate money. 
MEETING ADJOURNMENT 


A motion to adjourn the meeting was made at 10:15 P.M. by Rodger 


Hershey and seconded by Richard Gaetano. 


Respectfully submitted, 


/ 


| WELY YV (A Wluc 


onald DB.  Carluce 1 


Secretary 


Che Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 
1.0. Box 23404, Pittsburgh, PA 15222-9998 


DATE: October 5,. 1993 


PLACE: Carnegie Group Offices, 
5 PPG Place 


TIME: 7200 PM, Meeting at 8:15 P.M. 


The September meeting of WPNS was attended by nineteen members and 
one guest. 


The program for the evening of October 5, 1993 will be "Siege 
Currency" as presented by club member Larry Korchnak. 


Treasurer, Harry Colburn reminds us that the dues for the 1993-1994 
numismatic year are now due. The dues for the entire year are five 
dollars ($5.00) per member. If a red check mark appears at the 

top of your newsletter, your dues are now due. 


Enclosed with this newsletter is a map giving directions to the 
Westinghouse Castle for all members wishing to attend the November 
2, 1993 WPNS social meeting. Further information can be obtained 
from club president, Gerald Porter. 


During the month of October, the following coin shows will be held: 


cc) October 3 Lower Burrell Card, Coin & 
Collectible Show 
VFW Lodge 92 
Route 56 
Lower Burrell, PA 


October 3 Belle Vernon Coin Club Show 
Holiday Inn 
Route 51 & I 70 
Belle Vernon, PA 


October 15-17 P A N Show 
David Lawrence Convention Center 
Pittsburgh, PA 


October 30-31 Wilkes Barre Coin Club Show 
Bishop Hoban High School 
1595 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Wilkes Barre, PA 


& We'll see you on Tuesday, October 5, 1993. Bring a friend! 
an exhibit! Be there! 
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BRING YOUR OLD OR INTERESTING 
COINS TO THE CARNEGIE! 


Coin 
Identification 


FREE WITH MUSEUM ADMISSION 


Visitors can bring ancient or modern 
unidentified coins to The Carnegie Mu- 
seum of Natural History. Experts from 
Pennsylvania Association of Numis- 
tists will be on hand near Bird Hall 
(first floor, rear) to identify them for you. 
Qrrraisals will be given. 


Call 622-3283 for further information. 


Saturday, September 4 
10:00 am - 3:00 pm 


ONS THE CARNEGIE 


a 


Museum of Natural History 


Carnegie’s 
fe coin 


agpraisals 


draw few 
By Dennis B. Roddy 


Post-Gazette Staff Writer 


When it comes right down to it, 
the stand set up outside Dinosaur 
Hall at The Carnegie didn’t offer big 
bones, sharp teeth and all that 
Jurassic jazz. 

No, these guys were there to talk 
about your pocket change. 

The Carnegie sold its own coin 
collection a few years back to make . 
room for more bones, but Gerald 
Porter and John Burns turned up 
yesterday to examine and appraise 
collectible coins that museum visi- 
tors might want to know more 
about. Zs 

By afternoon, though, the turnout 
was barely enough to feed a meter 
on akland street. 

_P@®, for one, ventured that 
kids perhaps spending more 
time with baseball card collections. 

“T think maybe we’re competing 
bes dinosaurs,” said Burns, a 

ortx 


untingdon collector. | 


Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, 


September 5, 


“Does the 12 o’clock dinosaur 
tour start here?” a passer-by asked. 

No, but for a quick trip through 
the history of a hobby that has held 
countless people hunchbacked over 
thick albums, magnifying glasses in 
hand, Porter and Burns were your 
men. 

One visitor earlier in the day had 
stopped by with a 1698 Austrian 
Thaler bearing the likeness of the 
prince archbishop of Salzburg, now 
deceased. 

Not exactly the kind of thing you 
use to break a twenty. 

“He had it in his pocket. He just 
pulled it out of his pocket and 
handed it to us,” Porter said. He and 
Burns looked the coin up in one of a 
dozen volumes they had laid out on 
the table, wrapped it in paper and 
urged the visitor to make sure he 
put it in a protective containey, 

Few, if any, collectible cotag;; 
turn up in change at the “Geunfer, 
Burns and Porter said 


“The only way you find some- 
thing rare in circulation is if a kid 


has robbed his dad’s collection to 
get money for candy and soda,” 
‘Porter said. _ 


1993 


That’s a change from the days 
when he worked as a driver for the 
old Oriole Motor Coach bus lines in 
Green Tree. He used to sift through 
the day’s fares to spot any rarities, 
and lucked out a few times. 

“I found a 1909 uncirculated ‘V’ 
nickel.” Porter fairly beamed. 


Today, the big dream coin would 
be the fabled 1804 American dollar 
coin. Its rarity surpasses all others, 
and how could it not? Only a handful 
were struck as part of a commemo- 
rative presentation to the Muscat of 
Oman and the King of Siam — the 
same king later made famous by 
Yul Brynner. Adding to its rarity is 
the fact that the 1804 doilar was, for 
reasons too complicated to explain, 
minted in 1834. _ 

But Burns relishes the thought of 
someday coming across some 
Swedish plate money. In the 18th 
century, Sweden had a big surplus 
of copper and, to unload the excess, 
minted large sheets of copper with 
coin images stamped into them one 
after the other. By adding up the 
coin values, you determined the 

total. spending value of the sheet. 


One edition measured two feet by. 


People didn’t spend a lot of therr 
Burns said. 

Nobody thought to commissio 
big enough pockets. 


1 one foot and was a few inches thick. 


Joyce Mendelsohn/Post-Gazette 


John H. Burns of North Huntingdon looks over 19th century coins brought in to The Carnegie by Bill Durkee of 
Shadyside and his son, Will, 11. Durkee inherited the coins. 


ETHICS IN NUMISMATICS 
as prepared for the Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 


Michael T. Homza 


Many people consider ethics in numismatics to be an oxymoron, like 
"honest thief" or "competent legal counsel". This is one of the problems I had 
in preparing this project. I can think of examples of all three. After all, 
can we not call a thief who does not deny it, "honest"? We feel more comfort- 
able thinking in terms of black and white but are in reality trapped by large 
quantities of gray. 

As a first thought: If any of us were told that dealer Adabar was 
selling fake coins, we would most certainly deem him an unethical bum. But what 
if he sold the coins to be used in an exhibit of fake coins? Does this make his 
sale ethical? But if the exhibit is broken up and some of the coins end up on 
the market as genuine, is Mr. Adabar returned to bum status, as he should have 
foreseen a problem with releasing control of such "dangerous" material? 

We could borrow from the field of philosophy their use of two words. 
If we agree that no one OUGHT to sell fake coins, then to do so under any 
circumstances is unethical. However, if we can only agree that one SHOULD not 
sell fake coins, we are left to be judged on a case-by-case basis. For this bit 
of knowledge, I paid the University of Pittsburgh $185.00 -- a highly immoral, 
if not unethical, fee. 


The more I have thought about ethics (and its cloistered cousin, 


morals) throughout my life, the less I've settled in my own mind. One thing I 


do know: we need to discuss ethical considerations and decisions at every 


opportunity, especially with those we disagree with. I don't know if it will 


make our actions any clearer to others, but at least it will help us define our 


own thoughts. 


In the course of my travels, I stopped at an antique shop that had 
among its wares a nice rack of muzzleloading rifles. Next to coins, my most 
profound love is antique firearms. So I "beat feet" over there quick time. And 
the prices weren't just good deals, they were GREAT! One in particular was a 
Henry Leman perchbelly halfstock caplock with coin silver furniture, 12 inlays, 
a patchbox in the stock, a small capbox in the toe, and chased with gold and 
silver wire - price $250.00. WORTH THEN, $1,000.00+. 

As I was looking it over (and trying not to drool too much), the 
dealer came over and told me all about the gun, how rare it was, when it was 


made, and so on. He knew what he had. So why so cheap? He then offered to 


know $50.00 off the price, then to come down to $160.00. I passed. 


I mentioned these guns to a friend that night. He is not only a 
collector, but also a federal agent. Cutting to the chase, all the rifles were 
stolen from several states away. The dealer bought them from a little old lady 
(who turned out to be fencing for many thieves) and at first just thought he 
made a good buy. Then he got suspicious, so he put low prices to move the 
pieces before he learned anything. 

An NCIC check wouldn't have shown the guns as stolen unless the guy 
doing the search knew what to ask for and the information from the original 
report was perfectly entered. These guns have no serial numbers. Separated 
from the others, like one coin of a collection, it would have been almost 


impossible for the man who suffered the theft to prove ownership of any one gun. 


Would it have been ethical for me to buy the Leman? 

Even with my suspicions? 

What about the dealer's actions? 

Even though he would have had to have taken great lengths to discover 
the facts? 

What about my friend? Is it ethical to use specialized knowledge from 
your avocation to pursue someone in his vocation? 


When will the universe run down and stop? 


At a coin shop in Erie (I do go to coin shops now and then), I found 
three nice coppers for my collection for a total of $25.00 or so. The dealer 
slid them in a bank envelope he picked up from a rat's nest of junk next to his 
register. Like most of us, when I got out to my car, I just had to examine my 
treasures one more time before driving home. I found in the envelope not only 
my coppers, but a U.S. $3.00 gold piece. Key date. I returned it (I still 
sometimes wonder why - the dealer was a jerk) and did not get thanked. I found 
out from a local that the dealer had bought it that morning for a particular 
customer. He set it aside in the envelope until the man stopped in. He thought 
it was hilarious that some idiot would get a free coin and return it. 

What if I had kept the gold piece? 

What if he then claimed it was stolen? 

Is honesty its own reward or should I have held out for cash? 

Are we surprised that dealers like this go bankrupt? 

Should we care? 

Did you know that some people are only alive because it's against the 


law to kill them? 


Some points on closing. I am no saint. I don't believe in gambling, 
so when I play poker, I remove the chance aspect by cheating. One particular 
dearly departed coin dealer supplemented my college fund with all the cherries I 
picked off his table. When I had trouble with my heart and blood pressure, 27 
troops who fought under my command at Monacacy sent my doctor a note of doubt as 
they could attest to my lack of said organ. I need this discussion as much as 


anybody. 


Michael T. Homza 


SOME NOTES ON RUNNING A ROUND TABLE LIKE THIS 
Know your crowd. Know who you can get a response from. 
Avoid any setup that you know happened to someone in the group unless 
you clear it in advance. 


Don't look for answers. Go for the why. 


If this was a dismal failure, DO NOT try to repeat it. Copying a 


success may not be ethical, but to steal a disaster is just plain stupid! 


SETUP: A lady comes into a coin show. She has with her a 1793 chain 


large cent. 


and explains 


It is genuine and grades out XF-AU. She goes to a dealer's table 


that this is a family hand-down. She needs $200.00 to get her car 


fixed. She wants to know if she can get it out of this coin. 


What do you offer? 


Does it matter if she is old and feeble or young and single? 


If 


Lf 


EE 


Lt 


If 


If 


If 


she approaches a collector instead of a dealer? 

she comes to you when you are at the "club's" table? 
she asks a price and doesn't name one? 

it happens at a shop instead of a show? 

she is know to you (you recognize her from church)? 
she was sent to you specifically? 


you overhear this at a dealer's table, do you get involved? If you 


like the dealer? Hate him? 


SETUP: A dealer has a coin for sale when a man off the floor examines 


it and declares it to be a fake. 


Should it be pulled from sale? 


Should the doubt be passed on to others who show interest in it? 


Does the value of the coin matter? 


What if the man raising doubt is well dressed? Poorly dressed? 


What if he is a "known" (i.e., a Breen, Harris or Severin)? 


SETUP: A dealer has a coin for sale. It is a rare variety. It is 


priced as a common example. 


Do you buy it or point out the error to the dealer? 


If you buy it, do you make it a point to show others how you "got" 


dealer J? 

Does it matter if it is in a field you collect? 

Does it matter if it is a common variety (large date, small date) or a 
fringe variety (one pointy beak)? 

Does it matter if it is a U.S. cent or a Yap stone? 


What if the person spotting it is another dealer? 


SETUP: A new collector is on the local scene. Shy guy but seems to 
be serious about the hobby. You come to know him casually. You find out he was 
a convict. 

Does character matter? After all, Billary got elected. 

Do you pass word on to others that Newguy might be a problem? 

Do you refuse to sponsor him the Stuffy Coin Club or put him off? Do 
you tell him why? 

Does it matter if he reveals his past or you learn of it elsewhere? 

That his crime was rape? 

assault? 

car theft? 

child molestation? 

possession of narcotics with intent to sell? 


being Democratic Chairman? 


SETUP: Some idiot comes up with the brilliant idea of discussing 


ethics. In numismatics, nonetheless. You try your best but he can't be 


dissuaded. 
Do you writhe in agony? 
Resort to gunplay? 
Run screaming into the night? 
Sell your coins and start collecting pointy earwax from Vulcans? 


Open mind, engage mouth and enjoy? 
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AmericanNumismatic 
A> $=: > Gies ames ae a 


818 North Cascade Avenue 
Colorado Springs, CO 80903-3279 
719/632-2646 

FAX: 719/634-4085 


Grover C. Criswell, Chair and Board Liaison 


Ruthann Brettell 4 


Convention Director 
Staff Liaison 


September 3, 1993 


President D. L. Ganz, VP K. E. Bressett 
Vice Chairs: Lonnie and Roger Cazin 


Committee Members: Dorothy C. Baber, Harry X Boosel, John H. 
Burns, Donald D. Carluced, Winthrop Brooks Carner, J. H. 
Cline, Teresa A. Darling, Samuel D. Deep, William H. Horton, 


Jxr., Joseph P. Irmen, Steve Ivy, Larry A. Johnson, Paul L. 
Koppenhaver, Kurt R. Krueger, William A. Lenz, Jr., H. Joseph 
Levine, Berta Parker, Diane Piret, Patricia J. Reno, Larry 
Rowe, Gary Sturtridge, Joan R. Trevas, Larry Whitlow 


SUBJECT: Convention Committee 


Enclosed is the report from the Tuesday, 7/27 meeting in Baltimore. 
This report was given to the new ANA Board of Governors at the August 1 
board meeting. 


The board did not take action on Boston vs Philadelphia. Bob Leuver 
has stated that the board was aware there would be busing when they 
selected Boston. He is going forward with plans for ANA to be in 
Boston in 2000. We are releasing space in Philadelphia and sending a 
letter of intent to Boston. 


The board action to reinstate Portland based upon the committee 
recommendation was a good decision. 


On August 12 the committee was sent a memo from Harvey Stack. We have 
received one reply to that mailing. It would be appreciated if each 
committee member would make notations on the memo and send it to us by 
October 15. We would like to have the committee's view to compile and 
present to the Board. 


It is evident that everyone liked the city of Baltimore for the ANA 
convention. 


This committee needs to be more involved in the selection of cities for 


ANA conventions. David Ganz has told me he intends to use the 
committees as a source of information to the Board. 


World’s largest organization for collectors of coins, paper money, medals & tokens ¢ Chartered by Congress 


Attached is a copy of the Standards & Procedures to be used by the 

Board, staff and Convention Committee in selecting sites for the ANA 
Anniversary Convention. I realize you have a copy but thought your e 
committee should have them as well. 


We are looking for a numismatic book auctioneer for New Orleans and 
Detroit. If you have any suggestions, please let me know. We are 
always looking for speciality auctions or events to add interest to the 
convention for our members. 


At the Sunday meeting of the new Board, two board motions were referred 
to Convention Committee. These motions were as follows: 


Motion by Wilson, Second by Pittman, that the ANA Board change the 
convention site in 2002 from Chicago, Illinois to Milwaukee, WI. 


Motion by Hallenbeck, second by Swiatek, that the ANA Board consider 
Baltimore as a hub city in the year 2003. 


I believe this last motion means to begin in 2003 with Baltimore as a 
hub city for the ANA convention. 


Following is a list of cities for future ANA conventions which might 
help you in your suggestions: 


1994 Detroit, MI 
1995 ANAheim, CA 
1996 Denver, CO 
1997 New York, NY 
1998 Portland, OR 
1999 Chicago, IL 
2000 Boston, MA 
2001 Atlanta, GA 
2002 Chicago, IL 


Per our telephone conversation I am using this report to let the 
committee know you would like their comments on the above two issues 
sent to you with a copy sent to me. October 15 will be the deadline 
for receipt of this information. 


Comments on all other convention issues should be sent to you with a 
copy sent to me. 


I leave on Thursday of next week to meet with the Detroit General 
Chairman and his committee for the first time. From Detroit I will 
travel to New Orleans to meet with the General Chairman and her 
committee. Next month I will report to you on this trip. 


Bourse Applications are coming in a good pace. The Detroit housing 
bureau has already received housing forms. This is a good indication 
that folks are still pumped up from Baltimore and looking forward to 
the next ANA World's Fair of Money. 


Convention Committee Meeting 


meeting of the convention committee took place Tuesday, July 27 
3:00 p.m. Grover Criswell led a very productive meeting. 

The survey was discussed and there was concern for the lack of 

cities being listed on the survey. 


it was noted that Chicago got the lowest vote on the survey but is 
the highest vote on the dealer survey. 


For Boston it is suggested that the local club be involved in 
agreeing to leave or resolve Boston. The committee was asked their 
thoughts of moving Boston to Philadelphia. It is felt that the 
local Boston Host Club should be involved with solving the problems 
in Boston and the city Changed only if they agree that the problems 
are insurmountable. If this occurs Philadelphia was voted as the 
replacement with Pittsburgh as the backup. 


Portland discussion for 1998: committee thinks unanimously we 
should go to Portland in 1998. This decision is based on a moral 
obligation and ANA's credibility. 


Comments were voiced about going to the same city. Do not want to 
go to the same city in a five year period. Eight to twelve years 
Okay. Baltimore could probably be the exception. 
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Standards & Proc. 55. 
for Anniversary 
Site Selection 


Motion by Criswell, second by Ganz, that the following 
standards and procedures be used by the Board, staff 
and Convention Committee in selecting sites for the ANA 
Anniversary site selection, that such procedures be 
reviewed periodically and amended as required. 


Standards: 


1. Base pertinent statistics on the most current edition of 
Rand McNally, "Commercial Atlas & Marketing Guide" or 
other respected major publication. 


2. Select major metropolitan areas of at least 1.5 million in 
population as potential ANA Anniversary Convention sites. 
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Standards & Proc. 
for Anniversary 
Site Selection 
(continued) 


3. Select major metropolitan areas which have an airport, 
which airport is serviced by a majority of major domestic 
airlines, preferably with non-stop or direct flights to other 
major metropolitan areas. 


4. Ensure that there is local ANA member and ANA local 
club support for the Convention. 


5. Ensure that the hotel to be designated as the 
headquarters hotel is affordable and that there are budget 
hotels within a two mile radius of the convention center. 


6. Consider only seasonal cities in season. 


7. Ensure that the convention center and convention 
headquarter hotel have an available date from the last 
week in July through the third week in August, with the first 
week in August being preferable. 


8. Prefer metropolitan areas which are tax exempt 
regarding taxes on coins. 


9. Develop relationships with hotel chains to establish 
back-to-back or several year relationships, and examine 
methods to derive the best rates by joining the number of 
room nights and banquet and meal commitments. After the 
convention examine the hotel block to determine whether it 
accurately reflects the rooms and catering functions 
attributable to ANA, as these statistics affect rates for 
subsequent conventions. 


Procedures: 


1. Determine (Board of Governors) at the August Board 
meeting, at the staffs request, which region(s) of the 
country should be considered for an ANA Anniversary 
Convention. (Month One) 


2. Involve the ANA membership in the selection process 
through the Convention Committee or a special Convention 
Site Selection Committee, which would include a balanced 
Committee of ANA member collectors and dealers, 
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Standards & Proc. 
for Anniversary 
Site Selection 
(continued) 


preferably representation of dealers from the Professional 
Numismatists Guild. (Month One) 


3. Solicit bids in January, approximately six (6) months in 
advance of the Board of the initial Governors’ review: (1) 
through the February issue of The Numismatist, (2) through 
a January press release to the trade publications and a 
letter to all clubs in the region(s) under consideration; and 
(3) by a January letter to the visitor and convention bureaus 
of the major metropolitan areas in the region(s) under 
consideration. (Month Five) 


4. Provide a deadline of April 30 (approximately 90 days), 
for receipt of bids from the convention bureaus. (Month 
Eight) 


5. Submit the bids to the Convention Committee for their 
comments by May 15, to be received by June 07. (Month 
Ten) 


6. Review (Board of Governors) at the August board 
meeting. Provide (Executive Director) a brief report which 
would include the comments of the individual Convention 
Committee members. (Month Twelve) 


7. Allow convention bureaus with a representative of the 
respective local clubs to make a presentation at the August 
Board meeting. However, the Executive Director must be 
satisfied that the conditions listed below in #12 have been 
satisfactorily addressed. (Month Twelve) 


8. Provide (Board of Governors) the Executive Director at 
the August Board meeting with a selection of cities to be 
further studied by a personal site inspection, which would 
include a meeting with the local ANA club(s). (Month 
Twelve) 
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Standards & Proc. 
for Anniversary 
Site Selection 
(continued) 


9. Prepare (Executive Director) a report to the Board for 
the March Board of Governors meeting. This report should 
include a review of the proposals submitted by convention 
bureaus, details of preliminary negotiations and a 
comparison between metropolitan areas which are under 
consideration. (Month Nineteen) 


10. Determine (Board of Governors) the site for a specific 
year at the March Board Meeting. (Month Nineteen) 


11. Complete negotiations {Executive Director) with 
metropolitan area selected by April 30. (Month Twenty- 
one) 


12. Require that the convention bureau bids include at a 
minimum: (1) the available dates of the convention center 
and principal hotels; (2) the rate for the convention center, 
the rates and availability of principal hotels and the rates of 
the secondary hotels; (3) the location and rates of at least 
two budget hotels; (4) a response to the legal questions 


delineated by the ANA General Counsel, which follows as 
Attachment #1; (5) and the involvement of the local ANA 
club(s). 


Vote: Passed - 8 yes, 1 abstention (Pearlman) 


Che Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 


3.0. Box 23404, Pittsburgh, PA 15222-9998 


September 7, 1993 


Carnegie Group Offices, 
5 PPG Place 


TIME: 7300: -POMe Meeting at 8:15 P.M. 


August meeting of WPNS was attended by nineteen members and 
guest. 


The program for the evening of September 7, 1993 will be "Ethics 
and Numismatics" as presented by club member Michael Homza. 


Treasurer, Harry Colburn reminds us that the dues for the 1993-1994 
numismatic year are now due. The dues for the entire year are five 
dollars ($5.00) per member. If you have not yet paid, please send 
your money in as soon as possible. 


Congratultions are in order for Rodger and Dottie Hershey who are 
celebrating Fifty Years of marital bliss. 


On a sadder note, our deepest sympathies and condolences go out 
to the family of Larry Korchnak. His father. Joseph B. Korchnak, 
a well-known grocer in the Springdale, PA area, has passed away. 


During the month of September, the following coin shows will be 
held: 


September 11-12 Harrisburg Coin Club 
Harrisburg River Resuce Headquarters 
1119 South Cameron Street 
Harrisburg, PA 


September Castle Shannon Coin and Collectible 
Show 
Castle Shannon Fire Hall 
Route 88 
Castle Shannon, PA 


September Trevose Coin Show 
Fire House - Twining Hall 
4900 Street Road 
Trevose, PA 


September Highpoint Coin, Jewelry, Stamp, 
and Collectibles Show 
Ramada Inn 
Corner of Route 202 and Route 1 
Chadds Ford, PA 


We'll see you on Tuesday, September 7, 1993. Bring a friend! Bring 
an exhibit! Be there! 


—_ Founded 1878 — 


MINUTES WPNS AUGUST, 1993 


On Tuesday, August 3, 1993 at 8:15 P.M., President Gerald Porter 
called the meeting to order. Nineteen members and one guest were 
in attendance. Secretary, Donald Carlucci read the minutes of the 


July, 1993 meeting. The minutes were approved as read. Treasurer, 


Harry Colburn gave the Treasurer's report with a total balance of 


Three Thousand Five Hundred Fifty-Four Dollars ($3,554.00). 
Treasurer Colburn related that of this amount Six Hundred Dollars 
($600.00) was in the life membership fund and Two Thousand Nine 
Hundred Fifty-Four Dollars ($2,954.00) was in the general fund. 
The Treasurer's report was approved as read. He also stated that 
the dues for 1993-1994 are now due in the amount of Five Dollars 
($5.00). 


ALLEGHENY PROJECT 
President Porter stated that there was nothing new to report at 


this time, 


MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
Membership Chairman, Lawrence Dziubek stated there was nothing new 


to report at this time. 


PROGRAM COMMITTEE 

President Porter related that everything is in place for the coming 
year, except for the November social meeting. It had been agreed 
that the membership wants to tour the Westinghouse Air Brake Museum. 
Gerald Porter is attempting to determine if we can have a dinner 

at a restaurant in Wilmerding that would be in close proximity to 
the WABCO Museum. It was stated that a Ninety Dollar ($90.00) 
admission charge will be made for access to the museum. Gerald 
Porter and Edward Krivoniak will attempt to make all necessary 


arrangements by our September meeting date. 


MEDAL COMMITTEE 

At the American Numismatic Association Convention in Baltimore, 
Richard Gaetano and Gerald Porter visited the Liberty Mint. They 
were searching out concepts and ideas for creating a WPNS membership 
medal. A business card like membership card was discussed. It 
could be minted of silver or brass. A silver business card will 
cost about Twenty-Five Dollars ($25.00) to produce, after the die 

is cut. It was decided that the matter would be left opened to 


future discussion. 


OLD BUSINESS 
Member John Burns stated that September 4, 1993 will be the date 


of the Coin Identification Day to be held at the Carnegie Museum. 


The annual PNS, WPNS, and PAN picnic was next discussed. It will 
be held on Saturday, August 28, 1993 at the Crescent Hills Park. 
Anyone wanting to attend should contact Rodger Hershey or James 


Groninger. 


President, Gerald Porter gave a few words to the subject of 
presenting a paper by the monthly meeting speaker. He related that 


a paper was not necessary, nor was it required. 


E. Tomlinson Fort passed a paper around entitled, "The Proceedings 


of the Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society". This paper was 
part of his idea for publishing an annual booklet that would include 
materials written by WPNS members during the year. Mr. Fort promised 


to present a much more detailed report next month. 


NEW BUSINESS 
E. Tomlinson Fort presented the names of Richard Hayes of State 
College, Pennsylvania and Frank Lawrence Wisweall,II of Lakewood, 


Ohio as possible corresponding members of the society. It was noted 


that, as applicants, they needed to send letters to the membership 


chairman, Lawrence Dziubek. 


PROGRAM 
The program for the evening was entitled "What and Why Do We 
Collect", by Rodger Hershey. It was an intriguing tale of the 


thoughts, habits, and characteristics of the collector fraternity. 


Rodger related that often times people collect, but they don't create 


a collection. Their accumulation seems to serve no rhyme or reason. 
A well planned collection gives knowledge and experience. Materials 
that become part of a well planned collection often have a certain 
pedigree and will sell at higher prices at a future auction. As 

a collector, you can create and learn about a specialty. However, 
you can never learn everything about everything in general. Creating 


a specialty is very important. 


The effects of collecting can be very productive. A collection 
of gold type coins that Rodger assembled was sold so that he was 


able to purchase a car and pay cash for it. 


Rodger felt, that collecting can be therapeutic. Interest is always 
apparent when finding out sources and details of creating a 
collection. Knowledge learned can be shared with a numismatic 


society and its members. 


Rodger next created a list of what inspires us to collect. It is 


as follows: 


Superstition Good Luck charms 
Hero Worship Ben Franklin, George Washington, 
or Napolean 


Sentimentalists Valentines and Dance Programs 


Patriotism Historical Building and Military 
Medals 

Nostalgia Paperweights 

Social Status Invitations to Art Museums 

Kooky Collectors Collecting Relieves Neurosis 

Therapeutic How or Why a Piece Was Made. 
Stimulates Your Mind. 

Reference Books Distributes Written Knowledge 
To All 

Dealers A Reputable Dealer Can Become 
a Friend For Life 

Announcement of 


High Prices High Gold and Silver Prices 


Rodger concluded his presentation with the general makeup of a 


collector. The collectors attributes include: 
Commercial 
Artistic 
Greed 
Sharing 


fTradiCion 


EXHIBITS 
After Rodger Hershey's presentation, individual club members 
discussed a wide array of collector items that were brought to the 
meeting. The exhibits included books; a flyer from the S.H. Morgan 
Sale; silver dollars; quarters; a San Marino gold piece; a John 
Reich Collectors Society Journal; Bust Half Dollars; a British 
Historical Medal book by Lawrence Brown; a collection of flourins; 
1863 farthing; New Zealand coins; Australian coins; coins of England 
book, a 1705 one Kopek and a 1776 five Kopeks Russian coins; a 
Nicholas II one-quarter Kopek; Russian silver pieces, and so-called 
Dollar from Bowers and Morena from the Georgetown Sale; a copper 
New York Stock exchange so-called Dollar; Buffalo token; three sports 
Se a 


medals; Marine Corps. Medal; two Japanese Olympic medals; an Hawaiian 
Commemorative; a "Biographical Dictionary of Medalists" book; an 

ANA literary award won by Lawrence Korchnak for "Ellwood Cacy 
Depression Script"; siege pieces; a one-eighth to one Cobb type 

set; a book on Arabic coins; a book on Medieval coins; a book on 
Papal coins; a handbook of Roman Imperial coins; ."Just Plain chet", 


a book on Chester Krause; a college currency book; a book on 


“Virginia Obsolete Currency"; a copy of "1960 WPNS By Laws": a 1837 


Three Dollar Bill of the Bank of Pittsburgh; an 1855 printed pamphlet 
on raffling a collection of coins; Indian Merchant Issurers of Civil 
War tokens; a Canadian Communion Tokens book; Civil War Patriotic 
Tokens; Civil War Tokens; Polish coins; a 1949-P, 1949-D, and a 
1949-S set of Washington Carver half dollars; large cents; President 
Porter's book on "Elephant Coins"; ancient coins; bullet money; 


Ceylon commemoratives; and a brass medal of Queen Victoria. 


MEETING ADJOURNMENT 
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made at 10:30 P.M. by Lawrence 


Dzuibek and seconded by Michael Homza. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Che Western Jdenusyluania Numismatic Society 


J.©. Box 23404, Pittsburgh, PA 15222-9998 


August.3,° 1993 


Carnegie Group Offices, 
5 PPG Place 


TIME? 1200 PLM. Meeting at 8:15 P.M. 


The July meeting of WPNS was attended by nineteen members. 


The program for the evening of August 3, 1993 will be "What and 
Why Do We Collect" as presented by club member Rodger Hershey. 


As discussed at our July meeting, the dues for the 1993-1994 
numismatic year are now due. Along with this month's newsletter, 
we are enclosing the Treasurer's Report for 1992-1993. 


During the month of August, the following coin shows will be held: 


August 1 Trevose Coin Show 
Fire House - Twining Hall 
4900 Street Road 
Trevose, PA 


August 22 Montgomeryville Tri-State Coin, Stamp, 
and Jewelry Show 
Best Western Motel 
Route 309 and Stump Road 
Montgomeryville, PA 


August 22 Highpoint Coin, Jewelry, Stamp, 
and Collectibles Show 
Ramada Inn 
Corner of Route 202 and Route 1 
Chadds Ford, PA 


We'll see you on Tuesday, August 3, 1993. Bring a friend! Bring 
an exhibit! Be there! 
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OFFICERS 
Jerry Porter 
Ed Krivoniak 
Don Carlucci 
Harry Colborn 


Wayne Homren 


Address 


Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 
P.O. Box 23404 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222-9998 


Western 
Pennsylvania 


Numismatic 


Society 


Founded 
June 14, 1878 


Pittsburgh, PA 


115th Year 
1992 - 1993 


Unless otherwise noted, meetings will be held the first 


April 6, 1993 
"Historical Subjects on Roman Republican Coins“ 
Ralph Ruggiero 


eo” of each month, at the offices of Carnegie Group 
, Five PPG Place, Downtown. Conversation at 7:30 p.m., 


meeting begins at 8:15. May 4, 1993 
"Naval & Military Mint Medals" 
Location: Carnegie Museum Annex, 
5800 Baum Boulevard 


John Burns 


September 1, 1992 
"The Columbian Exposition" 
wisssse- iChard Gaetano 
June 1, 1993 
Annual Business Meeting 
October 6, 1992 
"The Beaver Falls Cutlery Company 
Counterstamped Merchant Token" 


July 6, 1993 
Larry Korchnak 


"The Pan-Pacific Exposition” 


November 3, 1992 
Social Meeting 
Louis Tambellini's, Route 51, South Hills 


August 3, 1993 
"What and Why Do We Collect” 


Guest Speaker: Mary Jean Byrnes 
The Carnegie Science Center 


December 1, 1992 
"The Higley Coppers" 
Wayne Homren 


Jerry Porter 2 Ok Sa KR 


January 5, 1993 
“Spanish-American Mint Marks" 


February 2, 1993 


“Lincoln Campaign Medals" Richard Crosby 


The Program Committee urges you to bring recent 
acquisitions or any other articles of numismatic interest for 
display at the meetings. Particularly welcome are exhibits 
related to the current program topic. 


March 2, 1993 


“The Bar Copper" Harry Colborn 


Bring a Guest! 


lhe Proceedings of the Western Peaasy!vania 
Namismatic Soctety 


Guidance for Contributors: 


The editor of the PWNS welcomes articles, short notices and book 
reviews from members of the Society. They may deal with any aspect of 
numismatics and related disciplines of any period. 


An article may be generalist or specialized in nature and should be 
the original work of the author and unpublished in any other journal or 
magazine. The work may be of any length up to twenty pages. 


Presentation: All manuscripts should be typed or printed on one side of 
the sheet. The typescripts should be double-spaced. All illustrations must 
be provided by the author(s). 


References: Footnotes are NOT required, but they are encouraged. 
Those authors who do not use footnotes should provide a bibliography of 


all works consulted for their papers. 


Book Reviews: Reviews of any monograph dealing with a numismatic 
subject are welcomed. The only limitation being that the book or books to 
be reviewed should have been published no earlier than 1990. 


Comments and contributions are welcome from any member of 
WPNS. Please feel free to speak with me at meetings or to ring me at 
home. 


E. Tomlinson Fort 
826-1891 


WPNS Minutes 


JULY + L99S 


The July 6th, 1993 meeting was called to order at 8:15 PM by 
President Jerry Porter. In the absence of Secretary Don Carlucci, 
Wayne Homren served as Secretary Pro Tem. Wayne read the minutes of 
the June meeting which were approved. Treasurer Harry Colborn then 
presented his annual report. The total balance is currently $3543 
including $600 in the life fund. Harry noted that 1993 dues are due. 


Auditing Committee: 


Mike Homza presented the committees report noting that the books 
appear to be in perfect order 


Program Committee: 
Jerry Porter noted that five meetings for the upcoming year 
lack a speaker. Mike Homza offered to organize a round-table 
jram for the September meeting. The sign-up sheet was passed 


The November social meeting was discussed next. Potential problems 
include the cost of the catered meal, and the unavailability of 
alcoholic drinks. The committee will make further inquiries. 


Correspondence: Wayne Homren read the following items: 


~-A letter from James Taylor of the ANA encouraging the club and its 
members to contact radio station WDUQ-FM in Pittsburgh about carrying 
the money talks radio program. 


~-A letter from PAN containing 25 raffle tickets for sale. 


Medal Committee: 

Wayne Homren reported results of a conversation he and Don 
Carlucci had with members of the Red Rose Coin Club in Lancaster. 
They recommended contacting Silvertowne. In recent years, Red Rose 
produced 200 silver medals and 500 bronze; sold to members at $25 for 
the silver and $5 for the bronze. 


Coin Identification Day: 
John Burns reported the available dates for holding Coin 
Identification Day at the Carnegie. None of the dates seemed to be 


convenient to the membership. John will recheck to determine other 
available dates. 


New Business: 


-~ANA Convention: About a dozen members plan to attend the ANA 
Convention in Baltimore next month. Ted Shiff will have a table. 


~~WPNS Yearbook: Tom Fort presented an idea for publishing an annual 
booklet including papers written by the members during the year, plus 
annual officers reports. Ted Shiff suggested including papers 
presented in past years. Tom offered to edit and typeset the initial 
publication. Ted Shiff made a motion to appoint Tom the editor and 
empower him to begin preparation of the publication. The motion was 
seconded by Harry Colborn and approved by the membership. Discussion 
of sale price was tabled until a later date. 


Program: 


Neil Conner then gave a slide presentation on numismatics of the 
Pan-Pacific Exposition of 1915. The talk was augmented with an 
exhibit of medals, tickets, books, postcards and other memorabilia 
the Exposition. Several minutes of questions and answers followed. 


Exhibits: 


Jim Groninger: Two books on Dutch coins. 

Wayne Homren: Book: Pessolano-Filos/Medals of the Presidents, 
Sec. of the Treasury and Directors of the 
U.S. Mint 72 1789-1981 - 

Larry Dziubek: Advance copy of the new CWTS book on Patriotic 
Civil War Tokens. The book will be available 
at the ANA Convention. 

Nevin Greninger: Four medals. 

Harry Colborn: 15th Anniversary of EAC medal, Cin Copper ) 

25th s . . : atin: Silver.) 
Two medals produced by Chris Victor McCauley 
Medal by Jack Robinson 

Jerry Porter: Silver Annamese One Lang rectangular piece, 
Circas 1803 . 

Ray Gaydash: Group of John F. Kennedy medals and badges and 

ephemera. 

Jerry Veeck: Group of Soviet medals and badges. 

Richard Crosby: Two foreign encased postage stamps. 


President Jerry Porter reminded the membership that 1993 dues are due 


John Burns made a motion for adjournment, which was seconded by 
Gaetano. The meeting was adjourned at 93:55 PM. 


Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 


Treasurer's Report, 1992-1993 


Beginning with the July, 1992 meeting, WPNS held 12 monthly 


meetings, including the annual social and business meetings 


held in November 1992 and June 1993, respectively. Each of 
the 10 remaining meetings included a prepared discussion with 


numismatic content. 


The number of members increased by one during the year, 


ending in June, 1993 at 40. 


The bank balance at the beginning of July, 1992 was 
$3415.45, made up of a $600 life membership account and $2815.45 
regular account. At the end of June, 1993, the total increased 
about $128 to $3543.29, still including a $600 life membership 


account, while the regular account became $2943.29. 


The Society maintains for sale club photos taken in 1991, 
medals of the Society for 1978, a catalog of Allegheny County 
brewery tokens, a catalog of encased cents, and a reprint of 


the original by-laws of the Society. 


H.W. Colborn 
Judy--6,.21993 
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Jim Procmger 


WPNS Minutes 


JULY: 6,2: 2993 


The July 6th, 1993 meeting was called to order at 8:15 PM by 
President Jerry Porter. In the absence of Secretary Don Carlucci, 
Wayne Homren served as Secretary Pro Tem. Wayne read the minutes of 
the June meeting which were approved. Treasurer Harry Colborn then 
presented his annual report. The total balance is currently $3543 
including $600 in the life fund. Harry noted that 1993 dues are due. 


Auditing Committee: 
Mike Homza presented the committees report noting that the books 


appear to be in perfect order 


Program Committee: 
Jerry Porter noted that five meetings for the upcoming year 


still lack a speaker. Mike Homza offered to organize a round-table 
program for the September meeting. The sign-up sheet was passed 
around again. 


The November social meeting was discussed next. Potential problems 
include the cost of the catered meal, and the unavailability of 
alcoholic drinks. The committee will make further inquiries. 


Correspondence: Wayne Homren read the following items: 


~~& letter from James Taylor of the ANA encouraging the club and its 
members to contact radio station WDUQ-FM in Pittsburgh about carrying 
the money talks radio program. 


~~«M letter from PAN containing 25 raffle tickets for sale. 


Medal Committee: 

Wayne Homren reported results of a conversation he and Don 
Carlucci had with members of the Red Rose Coin Club in Lancaster. 
They recommended contacting Silvertowne. In recent years, Red Rose 
produced 200 silver medals and 500 bronze; sold to members at $25 for 
the silver and $5 for the bronze. 


Coin Identification Day: 

John Burns reported the available dates for holding Coin 
Identification Day at the Carnegie. None of the dates seemed to be 
convenient to the membership. John will recheck to determine other 
avallable dates. 


New Business: 


~~ANA Convention: About a dozen members plan to attend the ANA 
Convention in Baltimore next month. Ted Shiff will have a table. 


~-WPNS Yearbook: Tom Fort presented an idea for publishing an annual 
booklet including papers written by the members during the year, plus 
annual officers reports. Ted Shiff suggested including papers 
presented in past years. Tom offered to edit and typeset the initial 
publication. Ted Shiff made a motion to appoint Tom the editor and 
empower him to begin preparation of the publication. The motion was 
seconded by Harry Colborn and approved by the membership. Discussion 
of sale price was tabled until a later date. 


Program: 


Neil Conner then gave a slide presentation on numismatics of the 
Pan-Pacific Exposition of 1915. The talk was augmented with an 
exhibit of medals, tickets, books, postcards and other memorabilia of 
the Exposition. Several minutes of questions and answers followed. 


Exhibits: 


Jim Groninger: Two books on Dutch coins. 

Wayne Homren: Book: Pessolano-~Filos/Medals of the Presidents, 
Sec. of the Treasury and Directors of the 
U.S. Mint, 1789-1981. 

Larry Dziubek: Advance copy of the new CWTS book on Patriotic 
Civil War Tokens. The book will be available 
at the ANA Convention. 

Nevin Greninger: Four medals. 

Harry Colborn: 15th Anniversary of EAC medal, Cin Copper ) 

25th : . ‘ y » Cin Silver ) 
Two medals produced by Chris Victor McCauley 
Medal by Jack Robinson 

Jerry Porter: Silver Annamese One Lang rectangular piece, 
circa 1803, 

Ray Gaydash: Group of John F. Kennedy medals and badges and 

ephemera. 

Jerry Veeck: Group of Soviet medals and badges. 

Richard Crosby: Two foreign encased postage stamps. 


President Jerry Porter reminded the membership that 1993 dues are due 


John Burns made a motion for adjournment, which was seconded by Dick 
Gaetano. The meeting was adjourned at 9:55 PM. 


Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 


Treasurer's Report, 1992-1993 


Beginning with the July, 1992 meeting, WPNS held 12 monthly 


meetings, including the annual social and business meetings 


held in November 1992 and June 1993, respectively. Each of 


the 10 remaining meetings included a prepared discussion with 


numismatic content. 


The number of members increased by one during the year, 


ending in June, 1993 at 40. 


The bank balance at the beginning of July, 1992 was 
$3415.45, made up of a $600 life membership account and $2815.45 
regular account. At the end of June, 1993, the total increased 
about $128 to $3543.29, still including a $600 life membership 


account, while the regular account became $2943.29. 


The Society maintains for sale club photos taken in 1991, 
medals of the Society for 1978, a catalog of Allegheny County 
brewery tokens, a catalog of encased cents, and a reprint of 


the original by-laws of the Society. 


H.W. Colborn 
July 6, 1993 


Che Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 


August 3, 1993 


Carnegie Group Offices, 
5 PPG Place 


TIME: 7300 P.M. Meeting at 8:15 P.M. 


The July meeting of WPNS was attended by nineteen members. 


The program for the evening of August 3, 1993 will be "What and 
Why Do We Collect" as presented by club member Rodger Hershey. 


As discussed at our July meeting, the dues for the 1993-1994 
numismatic year are now due. Along with this month's newsletter, 
we are enclosing the Treasurer's Report for 1992-1993. 


During the month of August, the following coin shows will be held: 


August 1 Trevose Coin Show 
Fire House - Twining Hall 
4900 Street Road 
Trevose, PA 


August 22 Montgomeryville Tri-State Coin, Stamp, 
and Jewelry Show 
Best Western Motel 
Route 309 and Stump Road 
Montgomeryville, PA 


August 22 Highpoint Coin, Jewelry, Stamp, 
and Collectibles Show 
Ramada Inn 
Corner of Route 202 and Route 1 
Chadds Ford, PA 


We'll see you on Tuesday, August 3, 1993. Bring a friend! Bring 
an exhibit! Be there! 


— Founded 1878 — 


MINUTES WPNS JUNE, 1993 


On Tuesday, June 1, 1993 at 8:13 P.M., President Gerald Porter called 
the meeting to order. Eighteen members and one guest were in 
attendance. Secretary, Donald Carlucci read the minutes of the 


May, 1993 meeting. The minutes were approved as read. Treasurer, 


Harry Colburn gave the Treasurer's report with a total balance of 


Three Thousand Five Hundred Nine Dollars and Fifty-Two 
Cents($3,509.52). Treasurer Colburn related that of this amount 
Six Hundred Dollars ($600.00) was in the life membership fund and 
Two Thousand Nine Hundred Nine Dollars and Fifty-Two Cents 
($2,909.52) was in the general fund. The Treasurer's report was 


approved as read. 


ALLEGHENY PROJECT 

Although President Porter had been authorized at the May, 1993 
meeting to produce another ten copies of the Brewery Token Journal, 
he has not made any because no additional orders for the journal 


have been forthcoming. 


AUDITING COMMITTEE 
Lawrence Bassett will serve as chairman and be assisted by Michael 
Homza. They will review the Treasurer's books and monthly reports 


and will have an auditing report ready for the next meeting. 


MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
Membership Chairman, Lawrence Dziubek stated there was nothing new 


to report at this time. 


WPNS HISTORY 
Wayne Homren also stated there was nothing new to report at this 


time. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


There were no letters of correspondence to report at this time. 


PROGRAM COMMITTEE 

President, Edward Krivoniak is making a list of future numismatic 
programs for the new year. Ed's new list will begin with the 
September, 1993 meeting date and will be presented to the body at 
the July meeting. Any one wishing to make a presentation, should 
contact Ed. 


OLD BUSINESS 

Richard Gaetano reported that two new varieties of encased pennies 
have been discovered. Originally the book, when printed, contained 
two hundred three (203) varieties of encased cents. Since then, 

a total of fifty-three (53) additional pieces have been discovered. 
As time progresses, a new edition or supplement will need to be 
created. 


As promised, Pat Pugliano gave his presentation on the "Complete 


Coin Collector". His Main Menu consisted of the following categories: 


History 
Articles 
Coin Albums 
Bookshelf 
© Databases 
Selecting the Articles category, he was able to divide it into the 
following sections: 
® Ancient 
Medieval 
USA 
World 
Exonumia 
Miscellaneous 
List of All 


Pat displayed many items including a scanner which can scan (copy) 


an actual coin or a photograph of colored coins from a book. 


Pat feels than he has enough information on tokens and coins of 
the twentieth century. Where he needs additional information is 


on coins of the ancient world. 


The idea of Pat's program is to create a data base or reference 


works related to coins, history, and the collecting of coins. Pat 
estimates that the total cost of the project will be approximately 
Fifteen Hundred Dollars ($1,500.00) to make one C.D. He will be 
working on the project over the next two years and he needs 


assistance from the membership. 


As part of his presentation, Pat distributed the information that 


he had recorded on the Bust Half Dollar. 


NEW BUSINESS 

Under new business, the Curator, Secretary, and President gave their 
annual reports. WPNS Curator, Wayne Homren felt the duties of the 
Curator are very light. Basically, all that is required is an area 
to store WPNS items. Wayne suggested that a written inventory for 
next year be compiled listing all books, letter, and manuscripts 
from 1878 to date. He thought bringing out items from the archives 
such as early minutes, early programs, and related data could be 

of interest to the membership. Perhaps, colorful excerpts could 


be read and discussed. 


Secretary, Donald Carlucci read his own personal reflections from 

the past year. He felt that any presentation given to the group 
should be accompanied by a written paper, not so much for the benefit 
of those in attendance, but for the benefit of posterity. The 
Secretary also felt that the WPNS organization should foster the 


goals of the greater numismatic fraternity. The thoughts of bringing 
another American Numismatic Association Convention Show were dis- 


cussed. 


Secretary Don's last proposal was for the issuance of another WPNS 
medal that would be highly sought after by club members and 


collectors of coin club medals. 


In President Porter's report, he stated that the past year witnessed 
the successful completion of the WPNS By-Laws booklet by Wayne 
Homren. It also featured the completion of the Brewery Token 
catalogue by Gerald Porter. A new member, E. Tomlinson Fort had 
been added to the fold. 


President Porter related on the success of the jointly sponsored 
events such as the August picnic, Christmas party, and the PAN 
Coin Show. Although these events were quite successful, he felt 


that the November banquet needs improvement. 


After the officer's report, E. Tomlinson Fort presented a paper 


entitled "Guidelines for Presenters of Papers to the Western 
Pennsylvania Numismatic Society". It was a short list of helpful 
hints to make future presentations to the society more interesting 


and more informative. 


Wayne Homren suggested that a membership medal should be created. 
A committee composed of Wayne Homren, Donald Carlucci, and chaired 


by Richard Gaetano was created. 


PROGRAM 
The program for the evening was the election of officers for the 


coming numismatic year. They included the following: 


President - Gerald Porter 

Vice President - Edward Krivoniak 

Secretary - Donaig- Cariruca? 

Treasurer - Harry Colburn 

s Curator - Wayne Homren 

The slate of officers was presented by the nominating committee 
consisting of Lawrence Bassett, Lawrence Dziubek, and Michael 
Homza. A motion was made by Neil Conner, seconded by John Burns, 
and agreed and carried by those in attendance to re-elect the same 


slate of officers for the new year. 


Larry Bassett recommended for the Annual Dinner, that the speaker 
be Mr. Charles Ruch, the Curator of the Westinghouse Museum. The 
presentation could be held at the Westinghouse Air Brake Museum 
in Wilmerding. Perhaps, dinner can be catered. At this point, 


President Porter offered to write a letter to Mr. Ruch. 


EXHIBITS 

After the annual business meeting, individual club members discussed 
a wide array of collector items that were brought to the meeting. 
The exhibits included two Republic of Slovakia coins; Belgium coins 
from the 1830's; coins from Hunan Provinces in China from 1949; 
Internal Revenue Tax Stamps on Alchohol and Tobacco; books on Roman 
Coins; a book on Constantin the Great; a book entitled Dickerson's 


"Counterfeit Detector"; Ezra Meiker's book on the Oregon Trail; 


a book entitled “Colorado Territorial Script"; a book on siege coins; 


books hand bound in leather from the Crawford Bindery in Akron, 
Ohio; siege coins; Italian coins; English farthings; hockey pucks; 
steel ingots; paper weights; a Russian coin slabbed and graded, 
shooting medals; Lion's Club medals; a lithograph copy of the burning 
of the Crystal Palace; Gizzi penny from Sierra Leonne of West Africa; 
a coin with a soul, a piece from the Howard Gibb collection; 1806, 
1813, and 1820 Bust half dollars; an enameled medal; an Italian 
piece; an Ethiopian Eritrea piece; an Indian elephant; a picture 

Mate ae: 


of Rodger Hershey on a camel; a 1739 Dutch - East India Presentation 
Piece; a summer picnic map for August 28, 1993 Annual Picnic; 
Republican delegate badges; a Ceylon plantation token; a reproduction 
of a Prince Edward Cent; a Gillette merchant's token; and a 1903 


Mexican centavos. 
MEETING ADJOURNMENT 


A motion to adjourn the meeting was made at 10:02 P.M. by Rodger 
Hershey and seconded by Charles Erb. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Nol iL Oo LS 


Donald D. Carlucci 


Secretary 


Che Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 


7.0. Box 23404, Pittsburgh, PA 15222-9998 


July 6, 4993 


Carnegie Group Offices, 
5 PPG Place 


TIME: 7200 P.M. Meeting at 8:15 P.M. 


The June meeting of WPNS was attended by eighteen members and one 
guest. It was the annual business meeting with the election of 
officers for the coming business year. 


The program for the evening of July 6, 1993 will be "The Pan-Pacific 
Exposition" by club member Neil Conner. 


As discussed at our June meeting, find enclosed the following items: 


1.) The official slate of officers presented by 
the nominating committee 
The year end reports as submitted by the club 
President, Secretary and Curator 
"Guidelines for Presenters of Papers to the Western 
Pennsylvania Numismatic Society" 
Site map showing location, date, admittance fee, 
and points of contact for the summer picnic 


During the month of July, the following coin shows will be held: 


» July 10-11 New Jersey Token - Medal Show 
Monticello Inn - Bellmawr, NJ 
Turnpike at Route 168 


Trevose Coin Show 

Fire House - Twining Hall 
4900 Street Road 

Trevose, PA 


Holiday Coin Club Show 
Holiday Inn 

Route 51 and I 70 
Belle Vernon, PA 


Highpoint Collectibles Show 
Ramada Inn 

Corner of Route 202 and Route 1 
Chadds Ford, PA 


We'll see you on Tuesday, July 6, 1993. Bring a friend! Bring 
an exhibit! Be there! 


— Founded 1878 — 


Che Western Pennsyluania Numismatic Society 
11.0. Box 23404, Pittsburgh, PA 13222-9998 


July 6, 1993 


Carnegie Group Offices, 
5 PPG Place 


TIME: 1200 :-PsM, Meeting at 8:15 P.M. 


The June meeting of WPNS was attended by eighteen members and one 
guest. It was the annual business meeting with the election of 


officers for 


the coming business year. 


The program for the evening of July 6, 1993 will be "The Pan-Pacific 
Exposition" by club member Neil Conner. 


As discussed 
pee, 
2.) 
oad 


4.) 


at our June meeting, find enclosed the following items: 


The official slate of officers presented by 

the nominating committee 

The year end reports as submitted by the club 
President, Secretary and Curator 

"Guidelines for Presenters of Papers to the Western 
Pennsylvania Numismatic Society" 

Site map showing location, date, admittance fee, 
and points of contact for the summer picnic 


During the month of July, the following coin shows will be held: 


July 10-11 New Jersey Token - Medal Show 
Monticello Inn - Bellmawr, NJ 
Turnpike at Route 168 


Trevose Coin Show 

Fire House - Twining Hall 
4900 Street Road 

Trevose, PA 


Holiday Coin Club Show 
Holiday Inn 

Route 51-andad: I 70 
Belle Vernon, PA 


Highpoint Collectibles Show 
Ramada Inn 

Corner of Route 202 and Route 1 
Chadds Ford, PA 


we'll see you on Tuesday; ‘July: 6,-1993.: \Bring.a- friend? - Bring 


an exhibit! 


Be there! 


—_ Founded 1878 — 


Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 
Officer Elections 
June Business Meeting 1993 


The nominating committee respectfully submits the following 
officers for re-election: 


President: Jerry Porter 
Vice President: Ed Krivoniac 
Secretary: Don Carlucci 
Treasurer: Harry Coburn 
Curator: Wayne Homren 


Signed 


Larry Bassett Larry Dziubek Mike Homza 


eos Sane Cem Sil 
€ June 1, 1993 


WPNS PRESIDENT ’S REPORT 


Gerald S$. Porter 


June 1, 1993 


The year preceding has been uneventful with no “earth 
shattering" occurances to upset the relative calm of normal meetings. 
It saw the successful completion of the WPNS By-Laws booklet by Wayne 
Homren as well as the Brewery Token catalog by Jerry Porter. One new 
member was admitted, &. Tomlinson Fort. Wayne Homren and Larry 
Korchnak participated in the new ANA numismatic radio show. A letter 
was written to the ANA requesting Pittsburgh be considered for the 
1998 ANA convention. Successful jointly held or sponsored events 
were the August picnic, Christmas party, and PAN Coin Show. Coin 
Identification Day at the Carnegie was also a success. The November 
banquet was, in my opinion, a disaster and suggestions are in order 
regarding changes. 


Programs at the monthly meetings were good and varied with subjects 
ranging from Ancient, Medieval and U.S. Colonial coins to Spanish 
Colonial mintmarks, Merchant tokens, the Bar Copper, Lincoln and 
Naval medals and the Columbia Exposition. Most of these were 
accompanied by scholarly papers. 


Monthly meeting attendance had been good from July thru October but 
decreased slightly from December thru May. I hope this is not a 
trend as I, for one, thoroughly enjoy the fellowship and numismatic 
interchange and would not consider missing a meeting. Let’s all look 
forward to the year ahead and try to contribute our talents toward 
making it one of the best ever. 


A Secetary's Report to the Western Pennsylvania 
Numismatic Society Concerning the 1992-1993 Numismatic Year 


For the betterment of the society, as I reflect upon the year that 
past, I feel that anyone who gives a presentation to the membership 
should also present it in written form, not for the benefit of the 
present members, but for the benefit of posterity. I personally 
feel that the collectors that follow in generations to come will 
want to know our interests, our special fields of expertise, and 
our abilities to record and relate these interests to others. 


Perhaps, at the end of the year an award can be presented to the 


individual who has delivered the best, most informative, numismatic 


presentation. 


I also feel that the Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society should 
never be known as of perceived as a closed, elite group of numismatic 
scholars, only interested in the wants and needs of its own 
membership. As one of the oldest numismatic societies in the nation, 
we should never hesitate to endorse and foster the wants and needs 

of not only the local numismatic community, but the goals and 
programs of both state and national numismatic organizations. 
Bringing the American Numismatic Association Convention Show back 


to Pittsburgh should be of top priority. 


My last goal that the organization might entertain is the striking 
of a modern WPNS medal, perhaps in silver. All past WPNS medals 
have been received with much enthusiasm; are highly sought after 
by local and national coin club medal collectors; and have become 
a challenge to collect in their entirety. An 1878 to 1993 medal, 


commemorating the 115th anniversary of the organization could be 


struck. Perhaps, a local, state, or national event or historical 


milestone could be recorded. 


The above comments and observation are my own and are only meant 


for the consideration of the society. 


Respectfully submitted, 


4 lt og 
| 4 io ft. 
Ly MOISE “a es 


onald D. Carlucci 
Secretary 


WPNS Curator’s Report 


June 1, 1993 


The duties of the Curator are traditionally very light, and my first term in the office has been no 
exception to the rule. After receiving the WPNS archives from the previous curator, | dutifully placed them 
in storage at my home. The most arduous task since that time was to move the archives to an adjoining 
room before painting the walls. 


While | welcome any easy assignment, | cannot help but think our Society would have something to 
gain from increased efforts on the part of the Curator. To this end, | propose the following duties for the 
Society's Curator, which | expect to perform in the coming year: 


1. The Curator should prepare a written inventory of the contents of the Society's archives, to 
be updated and presented to the Society as requested. The Curator’s inventory should be 
subject to a regular audit in the same manner as the Treasurer's audit. 


2. The Curator should display selected items from the Archives at least once a year. For 
example, excerpts from the minutes of meetings in years past may prove interesting and 
informative, as would short readings of past correspondence and papers. The Annual 
Business meeting would be a good time for this event. 


Resectfully submitted, 


LY i; rem 
aye How, 


Wayne K. Homren 


GUIDELINES FOR PRESENTERS 
OF PAPERS TO THE 
WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA NUMISMATIC 
SOCIETY 


I. The paper should be the work of and written by the presenter(s). 


Il. The paper should be no more than forty minutes in length. 


III. It would be advisable for the presenter(s) to supply visual displays of 
the material they are discussing in a form that it may be seen by all 
members at once. Examples of such displays would include slides, 
transparencies, photocopies, etc... 


IV. It would be helpful for the presenter(s) to supply an abstract, 
bibliography or even the text of the paper for other members who 
would like to undertake further research on the topic. 
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MINUTES WPNS JUNE, 1993 


On Tuesday, June 1, 1993 at 8:13 P.M., President Gerald Porter called 
the meeting to order. Eighteen members and one guest were in 


attendance. Secretary, Donald Carlucci read the minutes of the 


May, 1993 meeting. The minutes were approved as read. Treasurer, 


Harry Colburn gave the Treasurer's report with a total balance of 
Three Thousand Five Hundred Nine Dollars and Fifty-Two 
Cents($3,509.52). Treasurer Colburn related that of this amount 
Six Hundred Dollars ($600.00) was in the life membership fund and 
Two Thousand Nine Hundred Nine Dollars and Fifty-Two Cents 
($2,909.52) was in the general fund. The Treasurer's report was 


approved as read. 


ALLEGHENY PROJECT 

Although President Porter had been authorized at the May, 1993 
meeting to produce another ten copies of the Brewery Token Journal, 
he has not made any because no additional orders for the journal 


have been forthcoming. 


AUDITING COMMITTEE 
Lawrence Bassett will serve as chairman and be assisted by Michael 
Homza. They will review the Treasurer's books and monthly reports 


and will have an auditing report ready for the next meeting. 


MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 


Membership Chairman, Lawrence Dziubek stated there was nothing new 


to report at this time. 


WPNS HISTORY 


Wayne Homren also stated there was nothing new to report at this 


time. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


There were no letters of correspondence to report at this time. 


PROGRAM COMMITTEE 

President, Edward Krivoniak is making a list of future numismatic 
programs for the new year. Ed's new list will begin with the 
September, 1993 meeting date and will be presented to the body at 


the July meeting. Any one wishing to make a presentation, should 
contact Ed. 


OLD BUSINESS 

Richard Gaetano reported that two new varieties of encased pennies 

have been discovered. Originally the book, when printed, contained 
two hundred three (203) varieties of encased cents. Since then, 

a total of fifty-three (53) additional pieces have been discovered. 
As time progresses, a new edition or supplement will need to be 


created. 


As promised, Pat Pugliano gave his presentation on the "Complete 


Coin Collector". His Main Menu consisted of the following categories: 


History 
Articles 
Coin Albums 
Bookshelf 
re) Databases 
Selecting the Articles category, he was able to divide it into the 
following sections: 
® Ancient 
Medieval 
USA 
World 
Exonumia 
Miscellaneous 
List of All 


Pat displayed many items including a scanner which can scan (copy) 


an actual coin or a photograph of colored coins from a book. 


Pat feels than he has enough information on tokens and coins of 
the twentieth century. Where he needs additional information is 


on coins of the ancient world. 


The idea of Pat's program is to create a data base or reference 
works related to coins, history, and the collecting of coins. Pat 
estimates that the total cost of the project will be approximately 
Fifteen Hundred Dollars ($1,500.00) to make one C.D. He will be 
working on the project over the next two years and he needs 


assistance from the membership. 


As part of his presentation, Pat distributed the information that 


he had recorded on the Bust Half Dollar. 


NEW BUSINESS 


Under new business, the Curator, Secretary, and President gave their 
annual reports. WPNS Curator, Wayne Homren felt the duties of the 
Curator are very light. Basically, all that is required is an area 
to store WPNS items. Wayne suggested that a written inventory for 
next, year be compiled: listing all books, letter ;: and manuscripts 
from 1878 to date. He thought bringing out items from the archives 
such as early minutes, early programs, and related data could be 

of interest to the membership. Perhaps, colorful excerpts could 


be read and discussed. 


Secretary, Donald Carlucci read his own personal reflections from 

the past year. He felt that any presentation given to the group 
should be accompanied by a written paper, not so much for the benefit 
of those in attendance, but for the benefit of posterity. The 
Secretary also felt that the WPNS organization should foster the 


goals of the greater numismatic fraternity. The thoughts of bringing 
another American Numismatic Association Convention Show were dis- 


cussed. 


Secretary Don's last proposal was for the issuance of another WPNS 
medal that would be highly sought after by club members and 


collectors of coin club medals. 


In President Porter's report, he stated that the past year witnessed 
the successful completion of the WPNS By-Laws booklet by Wayne 
Homren. It also featured the completion of the Brewery Token 
catalogue by Gerald Porter. A new member, E. Tomlinson Fort had 
been added to the fold. 


President Porter related on the success of the jointly sponsored 
events such as the August picnic, Christmas party, and the PAN 
Coin Show. Although these events were quite successful, he felt 


that the November banquet needs improvement. 


After the officer's report, E. Tomlinson Fort presented a paper 
entitled "Guidelines for Presenters of Papers to the Western 
Pennsylvania Numismatic Society". It was a short list of helpful 
hints to make future presentations to the society more interesting 


and more informative. 


Wayne Homren suggested that a membership medal should be created. 
A committee composed of Wayne Homren, Donald Carlucci, and chaired 


by Richard Gaetano was created. 


PROGRAM 


The program for the evening was the election of officers for the 


coming numismatic year. They included the following: 


President - Gerald Porter 

Vice President - Edward Krivoniak 

Secretary - Donald Carlucci 

Treasurer - Harry Colburn 

* Curator - Wayne Homren 

The slate of officers was presented by the nominating committee 
consisting of Lawrence Bassett, Lawrence Dziubek, and Michael 
Homza. A motion was made by Neil Conner, seconded by John Burns, 
and agreed and carried by those in attendance to re-elect the same 


slate of officers for the new year. 


Larry Bassett recommended for the Annual Dinner, that the speaker 
be Mr. Charles Ruch, the Curator of the Westinghouse Museum. The 
presentation could be held at the Westinghouse Air Brake Museum 
in Wilmerding. Perhaps, dinner can be catered. At this point, 


President Porter offered to write a letter to Mr. Ruch. 


EXHIBITS 

After the annual business meeting, individual club members discussed 
a wide array of collector items that were brought to the meeting. 

The exhibits included two Republic of Slovakia coins; Belgium coins 
from the 1830's; coins from Hunan Provinces in China from 1949; 
Internal Revenue Tax Stamps on Alchohol and Tobacco; books on Roman 
Coins; a book on Constantin the Great; a book entitled Dickerson's 
"Counterfeit Detector"; Ezra Meiker's book on the Oregon Trail; 

a book entitled "Colorado Territorial Script"; a book on siege coins; 
books hand bound in leather from the Crawford Bindery in Akron, 

Ohio; siege coins; Italian coins; English farthings; hockey pucks; 
steel ingots; paper weights; a Russian coin slabbed and graded, 
shooting medals; Lion's Club medals; a lithograph copy of the burning 


of the Crystal Palace; Gizzi penny from Sierra Leonne of West Africa; 


a coin with a soul, a piece from the Howard Gibb collection; 1806, 


1813, and 1820 Bust half dollars; an enameled medal; an Italian 
piece; an Ethiopian Eritrea piece; an Indian elephant; a picture 
co ee 


of Rodger Hershey on a camel; a 1739 Dutch - East India Presentation 


Piece; a summer picnic map for August 28, 1993 Annual Picnic; 


Republican delegate badges; a Ceylon plantation token; a reproduction 
of a Prince Edward Cent; a Gillette merchant's token; and a 1903 
Mexican centavos. 


MEETING ADJOURNMENT 


A motion to adjourn the meeting was made at 10:02 P.M. by Rodger 
Hershey and seconded by Charles Erb. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Donald. D.. Car lucei 


Secretary 


Che Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 
1.0. Box 23404, Pittsburgh, PA 15222-9998 


July 6, 1993 


Carnegie Group Offices, 
5 PPG Place 


TIME: 71200 2. Meeting at 8:15 P.M. 


The June meeting of WPNS was attended by eighteen members and one 
guest. It was the annual business meeting with the election of 
officers for the coming business year. 


The program for the evening of July 6, 1993 will be "The Pan-Pacific 
Exposition" by club member Neil Conner. , 


As discussed at our June meeting, find enclosed the following items: 


1.) The official slate of officers presented by 
the nominating committee 

2.) The year end reports as submitted by the club 
President, Secretary and Curator 

3.) "Guidelines for Presenters of Papers to the Western 
Pennsylvania Numismatic Society" 

4.) Site map showing location, date, admittance fee, 
and points of contact for the Summer picnic 


During the month of July, the following coin shows will be held: 


oh July 10-11 New Jersey Token - Medal Show 
Monticello Inn - Bellmawr, NJ 
Turnpike at Route 168 


Trevose Coin Show 

Fire House - Twining Hall 
4900 Street Road 

Trevose, PA 


Holiday Coin Club Show 
Holiday Inn 

Route 51 and I 70 
Belle Vernon, PA 


Highpoint Collectibles Show 
Ramada Inn 

Corner of Route 202 and Route 1 
Chadds Ford, PA 


We'll see you on Tuesday, July 6, 1993. Bring a friend! Bring 
an exhibit! Be there! 


— Founded 1878 — 


Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 
Officer Elections 
June Business Meeting 1993 


The nominating committee respectfully submits the following 
officers for re-election: 


President: Jerry Porter 
Vice President: Ed Krivoniac 
Secretary: Don Carlucci 
Treasurer: Harry Coburn 
Curator: Wayne Homren 


Signed 


Larry Bassett Larry Dziubek Mike Homza 


} Pay. ; t e. ea 
June 1, 1993 


WPNS PRESIDENT ’S REPORT 


Gerald S. Porter 


June 1, 1993 


The year preceding has been uneventful with no "earth 
shattering" occurances to upset the relative calm of normal meetings. 
It saw the successful completion of the WPNS By-Laws booklet by Wayne 
Homren as well as the Brewery Token catalog by Jerry Porter. One new 
member was admitted, E&. Tomlinson Fort. Wayne Homren and Larry 
Korchnak participated in the new ANA numismatic radio show. A letter 
was written to the ANA requesting Pittsburgh be considered for the 
1998 ANA convention. Successful jointly held or sponsored events 
were the August picnic, Christmas party. and PAN Coin Show. Coin 
Identification Day at the Carnegie was also a success. The November 


banquet was, in my opinion, a disaster and suggestions are in order 
regarding changes. 


Programs at the monthly meetings were good and varied with subjects 
ranging from Ancient, Medieval and U.S. Colonial coins to Spanish 
Colonial mintmarks, Merchant tokens, the Bar Copper, Lincoln and 
Naval medals and the Columbia Exposition. Most of these were 
accompanied by scholarly papers. 


Monthly meeting attendance had been good from July thru October but 
decreased slightly from December thru May. I hope this is not a 
trend as I, for one, thoroughly enjoy the fellowship and numismatic 
interchange and would not consider missing a meeting. Let’s all look 
forward to the year ahead and try to contribute our talents toward 
making it one of the best ever. 


A Secetary's Report to the Western Pennsylvania 
Numismatic Society Concerning the 1992-1993 Numismatic Year 


For the betterment of the society, as I reflect upon the year that 
past, I feel that anyone who gives a presentation to the membership 
should also present it in written form, not for the benefit of the 
present members, but for the benefit of posterity. I personally 
feel that the collectors that follow in generations to come will 
want to know our interests, our special fields of expertise, and 
our abilities to record and relate these interests to others. 
Perhaps, at the end of the year an award can be presented to the 


individual who has delivered the best, most informative, numismatic 


presentation. 


I also feel that the Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society should 
never be known as of perceived as a closed, elite group of numismatic 
scholars, only interested in the wants and needs of its own 
membership. As one of the oldest numismatic societies in the nation, 
we should never hesitate to endorse and foster the wants and needs 

of not only the local numismatic -community, but the. goals: and 
programs of both state and national numismatic organizations. 
Bringing the American Numismatic Association Convention Show back 


EO PiILtsbpurgn Ssnowic be ors tom priority. 


’ 


My last goal that the organization might entertain is the striking 


of a modern WPNS medal, perhaps in silver. All past WPNS medals 
have been received with much enthusiasm; are highly sought after 
by local and national coin club medal collectors; and have become 
a challenge to collect in ‘their entirety. An 1878 t6 1993 ‘medal, 


commemorating the 115th anniversary of the organization could be 


struck. Perhaps, a local, state, or national event or historical 


milestone could be recorded. 


The above comments and observation are my own and are only meant 


for the consideration of the society. 


Respectfully submitted, 


A 4 4 : 
Sh 4 } bi 

onald -D..Carlucei 
Secretary 


WPNS Curator’s Report 


June 1, 1993 


The duties of the Curator are traditionally very light, and my first term in the office has been no 
exception to the rule. After receiving the WPNS archives from the previous curator, | dutifully placed them 
in storage at my home. The most arduous task since that time was to move the archives to an adjoining 
room before painting the walls. 


While | welcome any easy assignment, | cannot help but think our Society would have something to 
gain from increased efforts on the part of the Curator. To this end, | propose the following duties for the 
Society's Curator, which | expect to perform in the coming year: 


1. The Curator should prepare a written inventory of the contents of the Society's archives, to 
be updated and presented to the Society as requested. The Curator’s inventory should be 
subject to a regular audit in the same manner as the Treasurer's audit. 


2. The Curator should display selected items from the Archives at least once a year. For 
example, excerpts from the minutes of meetings in years past may prove interesting and 
informative, as would short readings of past correspondence and papers. The Annual 
Business meeting would be a good time for this event. 


Resectfully submitted, 


LY I<, By 
oar Ho, 


Wayne K. Homren 


GUIDELINES FOR PRESENTERS 
OF PAPERS TO THE 
WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA NUMISMATIC 
BOGE Ly 


I. The paper should be the work of and written by the presenter(s). 


Il. The paper should be no more than forty minutes in length. 


Ill. It would be advisable for the presenter(s) to supply visual displays of 
the material they are discussing in a form that it may be seen by all 
members at once. Examples of such displays would include slides, 
transparencies, photocopies, etc... 


IV. It would be helpful for the presenter(s) to supply an abstract, 
bibliography or even the text of the paper for other members who 
would like to undertake further research on the topic. 


Uni: veloped “. 
as Win Pen» 
ES Tra Oy ; 
Shanndn® Ast 

Heights, 
ie aaa 


? Hath dud 


MOU, lb Y 


4 Hee 2 er eee 
; eo So ay 


mire 
Green Oaks Country Club Sas ae 
[ DH ef " ¢; ; 


Oy 
ey, Mi ty ss 
i) i \V wy 
\: aS 
6 
“ 
\ 
~ y A 
: \ | we \ 
; 4 Wa 
eA - ts Q\ Hy tals “MUNG NS: 
Of 
ib Ly if by Se 
NSS EMO \ 
; <P X41, 
‘preset OF tie 
< WutS Kubo UN ‘; Sachs na 
al Rue is 
; Hes 4 x 
re aan) 2 Vee apn ht UNICI fra | ys ra 
: Sine en ae Maza SC oe at 
Zo VE Lee Or x ae if We : \ aL ANU \ 
os Playground , = ot err age wos : y 
oe | al Sa tee \ fa “oaks. th Penn Hills Football Field 
U5 oh eee tee ae aren YMCA Fg and Track 
v4) \\ 7) See me eit: age A A Center gu bs ; At G ARI ANU UH : 
ail ASS at. gis enn Vy High School\ \\ 
. * =< | vad) = Field House 
\ ee rhe Ss , AeA On ~ 
an t 5 eine Oe s ; \) en °. Fire Nall Roberts 
of \ or Wil Say 4 \ \ x i! ie Uls i sf I ay te 
y ih A s i : 3 At < ‘ ; : 55 
ee o Shiae pad te Ae L 4 vo’ iy Hit se “ot 
ne Ge, 2 be a ae i 
‘ we ee vs, el ye ee ; 
is \ j ee oe Lila PETE ov Js \\ Nae 7 , 
‘ ] - ry, Sete ee rf ei . 
een 4 1 ee coe oO ? ae tf ee i en “ Commerce 
\y AN “af! ig a : ES =| vat / : Penn Hills 
a eee aan ES = Mall sud 
~ \ 5 3Q( Ab Ut: \ en Ae Shoppany 
Sos! oat. Cit: ‘ < taf ees Sr: Tenlet 
os A , ~ oy] St Barthulomew? Apts Mae, es er 
ae ee ' cf ot es V. oF SN Sh he! huis \ 
Ene St Bae bbe i, pate MET ee . 
: \ . i ‘j ’ ae a eat ~ ys : 
ic eto Avi oe \Hitatand/y) bites aes oy, \: > oe ef \ 
“a is 
per ee ae oe 
ae ee 
P ‘tb Parh 4 
7 | y we } 
ii aed 
Ke Wik 
SUMMER PICNIC Abas / 
ie o J) \ 
Akl LY a es 
Numismatists and feklkow t s 
collectors, their family and guests i tee ‘ 
are cordially invited to attend open ar, Ay 
1 ee 5 ae 
. op Re 
A SUMMER PICNIC Tee ese 
ae nab ey y PUGET Dis 
os (lv : ee - | Ge Ses 
to be held at the Crescent Hikks a ent eet ty Ne 
<n © « : ‘ oe 4) f : ce 
Park, sycamore Drive, Penn Hilkks on a rst ye 
Saturday, August 28, 1993 from noon oy eo Boe 
tikk dark Donation of $5.00 per ea. avi’ @ & 
: : u\ a ea mens) 
adukt and $2.50 per child 12 or tess ost’ 
wikl cover the. cost of soft drinks, A Te a ie 
: \: * a ae 
beer, hot dogs, kokbassi and corn. eet elk flee a 
ROR ae [Poe Sie 
For reservations, cakl pared PE Bet WS 
1 j Ge Wi \s < oa i 
Rodger 'lemshey 795-6388 eee \ ee | ae * 
- : " Doce a si 
Jim Groninger 391-8881 3 vgn 


| = BbUnUUUN 


\t 
NAN 
wit - io 


r 


/ 
gy furbes 


\ 
vil 


/ » LIDTary ay 
3 Jolin t aon } 
Spee ud J yn 
roy High School =" ~ \\ Tease oe 
M ae 


See Jy 

Say me astmont 

ay , ES 
sae Nm ces 


y INV —S/ 
yy TOV 


Weare Te a 


apes 


tl 


Ps 


SCENE UPON THE WATERFRONT AT THE EXPOSITION 


SAN FRANcisco, CatirorniaA, U.S. A.: Opentnc Fespruary 20TH, CLosinc DrcemBER 4TH 


1915 


THE PANAMA PACIFIC INTERNATIONAL EXPOSITION 
presented to 
The Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society 


July 6, 1993 


by 


Neil R. Conner 


All rights reserved 


BACKGROUND 


I began in the hobby of Numismatics in 1960 by collecting the usual 
penny, nickel and dime sets like most other collectors. For twenty 
years my interest was limited to U.S. issue with no other thought 
of diversification. In August of 1981 I was asked to appraise the 
collection of an old Washington, Pa. family. Among the items in the 
collection were a Pan-Pac Commemorative Half, a one dollar gold and 
a two and a half dollar gold piece. There were also several other 
medals and tokens pertaining to the event. The more I learned 

about the coins and medals, the more my interest developed. About 
two months later I purchased the collection and those three coins 


are now the cornerstone of my holdings. About the same time I met 


and established an association with former WPNS member Roy Van Ormer. 


He was responsible for introducing me to So Called Dollars through 
the Pan-Pac series in the book by Hibler-Kappen. Since 1981 then, 
my two principle areas of interest have been So Called Dollars and 


the Panama Pacific International Exposition. 


All So Called Dollars and Exposition items have been purchased from 
individuals, at Numismatic Conventions, mail bid sales and antique 
dealers. Some have been rather expensive while others are not. Seven 
years ago I put together a slide presentation on the So Called Dollars 
and related tokens and medals and included some of the more interesting 
Exposition items which you will view tonite. I am presently working 


on other viewing circumstances in the area. 


WHAT IS A WORLD'S FAIR? 


A World's Fair is a show of shows, visited by millions of people 
from every land. Sometimes a fair is called an exhibition or an 
exposition. When you attend one you see huge world displays, as 
many, many countries show the things they are proud of in arts 
and crafts, science and education, invention and industry, and 


fun and entertainment. When you attend a World's Fair, everywhere 


you look are things that are never found all in one place. Many 


things that are part of our civilization today were first shown 
at a World's Fair. The telephone, the escalator, telegraphs and 
typewriters, televisions as well as autos, electric lights, ferris 
wheels, saxaphones, air conditioners and nylons were among these 


exhibitions. 


Most World's Fairs usually have a theme or special reason or pur- 
pose, and a symbol built to go with the theme. All World's Fairs 
take many years to get ready and usually open during an important 
anniversary or celebration. The labors of many and great monetary 
expenditures are expended on each in order to excell previous ones. 
Often, particular buildings, statues or theme symbols are left 
behind. Most World's Fair don't make money, but trade between the 
countries grows as people see the things they want because of the 
fair. Trade increases and, most important of all, peoples from 
many lands are happy and friendly with each other regardless of 


their homeland or how they think and live. 


The first "major" World's Fair was held in London England in 1851. 


Some other major or important World's Fair are shown below. 


1876 
1895 
1901 
1904 
1905 
1909 
T32S 
333 
1939 
1939 
1958 
1962 


1964 


Philadelphia, 
Chicage,. 72% 
Buffalo, Ny. 
St. Louis, Mo. 
Portland Or. 
Seattle, Wa. 
San Francisco, 
Chicago; Il. 
New York, Ny. 
San Francisco, 
Brussels, Bel. 
Seattle, Wa. 


New York, Ny. 


Pa. 


Cas 


Ca. 


US Centennial Exposition 


World's Columbian Exposition 


Pan-American Exposition 


Louisiana Purchase Expo. 
Lewis & Clark Centennial 
Alaska-Yukon Exposition 
Pan-Pac International Expo. 
Century of Progress Expo. 
New York World's Fair 


Golden Gate International Expo. 


Space Age Exposition 


Man's Achievments Expo. 


There have been many World's Fairs held since 1964 both within the 


United 


States and abroad. We can only hope that the interest, 


joy 


and good will generated by these events will continue throughout 


the world for many years to come. 


THE PANAMA PACIFIC INTERNATIONAL EXPOSITION 


The Panama Pacific International Exposition was held in San Francisco 
California from February 20, to December 4, 1915. The purpose of 

the Exposition was threefold. First, it commemorated the four hundreth 
- anniversary of the discovery of the Pacific Ocean. Second, it celebrat- 
ed the opening of the Panama Canal and third, to celebrate the pending 
completion of the rebuilding of San Francisco after the earthquake 

and fire. The planning for the expo started with the granting of 


a charter to the Panama Pacific International Exposition Company 


during March of 1910. It is interesting to note at this point that 


Thomas Elder, a prominent numismatist and graduate of Beaver College, 
Beaver, Pa., anticipated the event by having struck a gold piece, 

also in 1910.26 conmene: see the Expo. To raise money for such an 
ambitious venture which was to be the largest exposition world,s 

fair type celebration to date, the public subscribed to 7.5 million 
dollars in stock. The City of San Francisco and the State of California 
granted 5 million dollars each by floating bond issues. California 
counties raised three million dollars.. The Federal Government granted 
5 million dollars to include the cost of federal displays. Ground 

was broken by President Taft on October 14, 1911. The site was 

a natural amphitheatre facing the Golden Gate which is now the marina 
district. The area covered over 635 acres and extended two and a 

half miles along the bay. The Palace of Fine Arts was the only perm- 
anent structure and post exposition viewing lasted some ten months 
after the official closing. Participants were 44 states & territories, 
58 California counties and 42 foreign countries. 28 states and 22 


countries erected their own buildings. There were over 80,000 exhib- 


its and many federal displays including the mint exhibit. 


BIRDS-EYE VIEW OF THE EXPOSITION 


Near the center may be seen the Tower of Jewels and the Court of the Universe. Around them are grouped the various exhibit: palaces, Machinery 
Palace being farthest to the right, with “The Zone,” or amusement street just beyond. The Palace of line Arts, at the left, forms a division between the 
group of exhibit palaces and the sections devoted ‘to Foreign Pavilions and State Buildings. 


At noon on Opening Day, February 20, 1915, Pan-Pac Expo was opened by 
Secretary of the Interior Lane, acting as personal representative 

of President Wilson. At three oclock that same afternoon, with all 
members of the Cabinet gathered round him in the East Room of the 
White House, President Wilson held down the key of a golden telegraph 
instrument for a few brief seconds. The connection formed by the 
closing of the key sent a flash across the United States direct to 
the exposition grounds that set in motion the greatest exposition 

the world had ever seen. The Opening Day attendance of over 250,000 


broke all records. 


PAN PAC EXPO COMMEMORATIVE 


COINS AND MEDALS 


On the following two pages are a schedule of prices for coins and 
medals struck on the grounds of the expo, as well as a photo of 

a Pan Pac Expo mounted double coin set. The halves sold for $1.00 
each. The one dollar gold coin sold for $2.25 and the two and a half 
dollar gold sold for $4.00. Both of the fifty dollar gold coins. sold 
for $100.00 each. The official silver Expo medal sold for $1.00 
each while the other metallic medals sold for .25¢ each. The coin 


mintages were according to mint records on a net basis: 


Half Zi» 124 One Dollar 15,000 25 Dollar 6,749 
Fifty Dollar Round 483 Fifty Dollar Octagonal 645 
MEDALS 


Silver 250-500 pcs Bronze 500-1500 pecs Gilt 500-1500 pcs 


Panama-Pacific Official Coins and Medals 


oo. 


HALF DOLLAR SILVER 
Columbia, Eagle. Designed by Charles E. Barber, 
60,c00 coined, $1 each. 


ONE DOLLAR GOLD 
Head of Labor. Designed by Charles Keck, 
25,000 coined, $2.25 each. 


TWO AND ONE SIALF DOLLARS GOLD 
Columbia on Sea Horse. Designed by Charles E. Barber, 
10,C00 coined, $4 each. 


FIFTY DOLLARS GOLD. Round and Odagonal 
Minerva, Owl. Designed by Robert Aitken, N. A. 
Limited to 1500 each shape, delivered in leather cases, $100 each. 


COMPLETE SETS 
Complete Set of designs one each $34, $1, $234, and choice of $50 (round or 
octagonal) $100. 
Complete Set including both shapes $50, as illustrated, $200. : 
Complete Double Set, mounted to show both obverse and reverse, $400. 
Special display frame, as illustrated, or fine leather presentation case, delivered with 
Complete Sets without additional charge. 


SMALL SETS 
One each $34, $1 and $234 in leather presentation case, $7.50. 


SPECIAL QUANTITY PRICES 
Six each, $14 and $2, $as. 
Six each $44, $1 aad $214, $37.00: 


COIN JEWELRY MOUNTINGS 

Special mountings for the insertion and removal of coins without injury will be supplied 
with esins at the following price per coin, extra. 

For Half Dollar, Band mountings for charms, sterling silver or sterling gold plated, soc. 

For Gold Dollar, Gold plated band for charms, stick pins, or brooch pins, 50c; solid gold, 
band mountings for charms only, $1.25. 

For Two and One Half Dollars Gold, Gold plated band mountings for charms, 50c; same, 
solid gold, $1.50. 


Panama- Pacific 
Official Medal 


Authorized by Congress, desi by 
Robert Aitken, and productd at Gov- | 
ernment Minting Demonstration at the 
Panama-Pacific International Exposition. 

Bronze: Beige. Oxidized, Antique, 
Statuary or Gold Plated, each 25¢. 
With loop for charms, soc. Coin 


silver, $1.00. 


OFFICIAL ENGRAVINGS 


In the government’s demonstration of the process of ing paper money at the ition 
there was produced extraordinary examples of engraving and plate printing, seven different 
subjects, 7 x 10 inches, the set of seven, postpaid, 35c. 


Address orders to: Coin and Medal Department 


Panama-Pacific International Exposition 
San Francisco, Cal 


oy oe INTERNATIONAL EXPOSITION : 
1915 - SAN FRANCISCO - ue S.A 


COMMEMORATIVE COINS” 


autnonize BY acT or oonenrse e reer “eTmuck AT GAN i ehacinws MINT 


“ONE DOLLAR COLD—Designs oy Charles Keck 
_» + fesae fimited te 25,000 pieces. . 


GBVERSE: Head representing Labor through whese efforts 
- the Panama Canal became & reality, UNITED STATES 
. OF x AMERICA X 1915 | 
- REVERSE: Twe dofphics indicating the weeting of the tea 
 @eeans. ONE DOLLAR & Stengeeey tere Arrets 
_ TION & SAN FRANCISCO” 


~ QUINTUPLE EAGLE $50) GOLD 
- ROUND AND OCTAGONAL . 
As ; GESIGNS BY ROBERT AITKEN 
The first Fifty Dota + Gold Pieces to be issued under the authority of 


QUARTER EAGLE i$2h) Oko Haslans ty Chaiaz z. Backer : the: United States. Total issue limited to 3,000 pieces, ‘ : 
m Tague fimited fe $9,000 pieers : The motives used in these designs were selected by the sculptor Because 

GBVERSE: Cofumbia seated on the mythical Sez ence 2 ef their srmote dignity ba es ln thy seueeriati? as well as for their 

Columbia with the Caduceus, the eambiem of trade and ‘ p decorative pattern, nS : ; 
-- egmmerte, inviting the satiens of the world to use the few ; 

way from Geean te Ocean: Enna. PACIFIC Expest- ae 

TiGM x 1915 ‘ 

rae | * REVERSE: American East. an 8 standard bearing the 

- motte E PLURIBUS Sree * UNITED” BIATES | at 

AMERICA * 22 OOL. 


OBVERSE: Minerva, the Goddess of Wisdom, Skill, Contemplaties, Ssin- hi 
ning. Weaving and of Agriculture and Horticulture. UNITED — : 
STATES = OF » AMERICA X FIFTY - DOLLARS Bee cock desis’ te pas 
field + in Gos aK WE TRUST~ wet roy 


‘REVERSE: Qw!, sacred te Minerva, the ancepled Hee 7 Wiséer,, 
perched ugen a branch of western pine, *- PANAMA-PACIFIC - EXPO- 
SITION > SAN FRANCISCO * In feld * E > PLURIBUS > UNUM - 
The Designer's initials, R. A. 

Dolphins, suggesting as they qucicale the centrat fold, eninterrepted 
water route made possible by the Panama oe ecsugy the we : 

ida rch eentonenta ed 3 


7 


, x a < - ‘ 
Ride oteeet =e 


The ver; 
= very rare Panama-Pacific Exposition double coin set mounted to show both obverse and reverse under glass in a velvet tray wrth 
@ hammered metal frame. 
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When San Francisco was destroyed by fire in 1906, many people 
predicted that the city would never be rebuilt. A great number of 
men and women packed their goods and chattels and hastily bade 
farewell to the still smoking ruins of a City That Was, firmly 
believing that destiny had determined that it should remain forever 


buried in its own ashes. 


There was another class of men and women who were optimists. They 
predicted that the city would be rebuilt, but that it would take 


from twenty to thirty years. 


There was still another class of men and women who knew by their 


observation that it required no more time to build ten buildings 


than one, provided the Spirit of Energy and Determination existed, 
to fortify the desire. We all know that the Spirit of Energy and 
Determination did abound in San Francisco-that the City did not 
remain buried in its own ashes, and that it did not require from 
twenty to thirty years to rebuild it. The City was not only rebuilt 
in less than ten years, but, in addition thereto, an International 
Exposition, surpassing all previous Expositions, was built by its 


people. 


San Francisco wisely selected for the location of this International 
Exposition what seemed to many an impossible site, for it was dis- 
orderly and uninteresting to look at. But the site was appropriately 
Situated on the shores of San Francisco Bay-beautiful in its area 

and most convenient alike to its citizens and visitors. It consisted 
of a pond and marsh land, apparently destined to remain unfilled and 
disorderly for years to come. The People of Energy, Determination and 
Desire also made this strip of wasteland available for what was to 


become the greatest Exposition of the time. 


The Panama Pacific International Exposition attempted to gather together 
all things that represented civilization as it was in 1915. Its purpose 
was to create a sample world of 1915, from which scientists of the future 


could reconstruct the period. 


The total attendence was over 18,000,000 people which was a record for the 
time. We can correctly state that this event was a success and one that 


will be remembered for years to come. 
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P.O. Box 828, Wampum, PA 16157 
(412) 843-3527 Fax (412) 843-3623 


WPNS 
P.O.Box 23404 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222-9998 


Jerry Porter, President: 


Received the inclosed monthly meeting notice for the 7. June 1994 meeting, effective 31. 
May 1994, I do hereby resign from WPNS. Too many organizations dilute effectiveness: 
therefore, have chosen WPNS to be eliminated while continuing membership in PAN and 
PNS. 


As there has been and will be no verbal discussion with WPNS members, this letter should 
preclude my actions from being delineated based upon gossip and conjecture, and my 
persona from being subjected to extensive discussions in your meetings. 


Che Western Pennsuluania Numismatic Society 


1.0. Box 23404, Pittsburgh, BA 15222-9998 


June 7, 1994 


Carnegie Group Offices, 
5 PPG Place 


7:00 P.M. Meeting at 8:15 P.M. 


The May 3, 1994 meeting of W.P.N.S was attended by 
and one guest. 


The program for the evening of June 7, 1994 will be the "Annual 


Business Meeting". Among other things, it will feature the election 


of officers for the 1994-1995 numismatic year. A tentative slate 
of officers submitted by the nominating committee includes the 
following: 


Edward Krivoniak 
Vice President Donald Cariucci 
Secretary Michael Homza 
Treasurer Harry Colborn 
Curator Wayne Homren 


It must be noted that additional nominations can be made from the 
Tieor, 


During the month of June the following Coin Shows will be held: 


* June 5 Highpoint Coin & Jewelry Show 
Ramada Inn 
Route 1 and Route 202 
Chadd's Ford, PA 


* June 12 Coins & Jewelry Show 
Greentree Marriott Hotel 
101 Marriott Drive 
Greentree, PA 


Pittsburgh Collectible Show 
Castle Shannon Memorial Firehall 
Route 88 

Castle Shannon, PA 


June 18-19 Bethlehem Coin & Stamp Show 
Trolley Station Mall 
Route 191 
Bethlehem, PA 


70 es ee w 
— SHounded 187 


June 19 Coin, Stamp, & Jewelry Show 
Fire House 
Route 1 
Trevose, PA 


June 25 Red Rose Coin Club 
Farm & Home Center 
Arcadia Road 
Lancaster, PA 


We'll see you on Tuesday, June 7,: 1994. Bring a friend! 
an exhibit! Be there! 


